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Proclamation  for  a  Day  of  Prayer,  July  7, 

1864^ 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America: 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives, at  their  last  session,  adopted  a  concur- 
rent resolution,  which  was  approved  on  the  sec- 
ond day  of  July  instant,  and  which  was  in  the 
words  following,  namely: 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  appoint  a  day  for  humiliation  and  prayer 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  that  he  request  his 
constitutional  advisers  at  the  head  of  the  executive 
departments  to  unite  with  him  as  chief  magistrate  of 
the  nation,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  and  all  magistrates,  all  civil,  mili- 
tary, and  naval  officers,  all  soldiers,  sailors,  and  ma- 
rines, with  all  loyal  and  law-abiding  people,  to  con- 
vene at  their  usual  places  of  worship,  or  wherever 
they  may  be,  to  confess  and  to  repent  of  their  mani- 
fold sins;  to  implore  the  compassion  and  forgiveness 
of  the  Almighty,  that,  if  consistent  with  his  will,  the 
existing  rebellion  may  be  speedily  suppressed,  and  the 
supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 

^  From  the  day  of  his  election  the  President  was  animated  by 
a  profound  conviction :  "  If  we  do  right  God  will  be  with  us, 
and  if  God  is  with  us  we  cannot  fail. 
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States  may  be  established  throughout  all  the  States; 
to  implore  him,  as  the  supreme  ruler  of  the  world,  not 
to  destroy  us  as  a  people,  nor  suffer  us  to  be  destroyed 
by  the  hostility  or  the  connivance  of  other  nations, 
or  by  obstinate  adhesion  to  our  own  counsels  which 
may  be  in  conflict  with  his  eternal  purposes,  and  to 
implore  him  to  enlighten  the  mind  of  the  nation  to 
know  and  do  his  will,  humbly  believing  that  it  is  in 
accordance  with  his  will  that  our  place  should  be 
maintained  as  a  united  people  among  the  family  of 
nations;  to  implore  him  to  grant  to  our  armed  de- 
fenders and  the  masses  of  the  people  that  courage, 
power  of  resistance,  and  endurance  necessary  to  se- 
cure that  result;  to  implore  him  in  his  infinite  good- 
ness to  soften  the  hearts,  enlighten  the  minds,  and 
quicken  the  consciences  of  those  in  rebellion,  that  they 
may  lay  down  their  arms  and  speedily  return  to  their 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  that  they  may  not  be 
utterly  destroyed,  that  the  effusion  of  blood  may  be 
stayed,  and  that  unity  and  fraternity  may  be  restored, 
and  peace  established  throughout  all  our  borders: 

Now,  therefore,  T,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  cordially  concurring 
with  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  the 
penitential  and  pious  sentiments  expressed  in  the 
aforesaid  resolutions,  and  heartily  approving  of 
the  devotional  design  and  purpose  thereof,  do 
hereby  appoint  the  first  Thursday  of  August 
next  to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  the  United 
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States   as   a   day  of   national   humiliation   and 
prayer. 

I  do  hereby  further  invite  and  request  the 
heads  of  the  executive  departments  of  this  gov- 
ernment, together  with  all  legislators,  all  judges 
and  magistrates,  and  all  other  persons  exercis- 
ing authority  in  the  land,  whether  civil,  mili- 
tary, or  naval,  and  all  soldiers,  seamen,  and 
marines  in  the  national  service,  and  all  the  other 
loyal  and  law-abiding  people  of  the  United 
States,  to  assemble  in  their  preferred  places  of 
public  worship  on  that  day,  and  there  and  then 
to  render  to  the  almighty  and  merciful  Ruler 
of  the  universe  such  homages  and  such  confes- 
sions, and  to  offer  to  him  such  supplications,  as 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  have,  in  their 
aforesaid  resolution,  so  solemnly,  so  earnestly, 
and  so  reverently  recommended. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this 

seventh  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our 

[L.  S.]   Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

sixty-four,  and  of  the  independence  of 

the  United  States  the  eighty-ninth. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
By   the    President:     WILLIAM    H.    Seward, 
Secretary  of  State. 
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Proclamation  Concerning  Reconstruction, 

July  8,  1864 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America: 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas,  at  the  late  session,  Congress  passed 
a  bill  to  "guarantee  to  certain  States,  whose 
governments  have  been  usurped  or  overthrown, 
a  republican  form  of  government,"  a  copy  of 
which  is  hereunto  annexed; 

And  whereas  the  said  bill  was  presented  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his  ap- 
proval less  than  one  hour  before  the  sine  die 
adjournment  of  said  session,  and  was  not  signed 
by  him; 

And  whereas  the  said  bill  contains,  among 
other  things,  a  plan  for  restoring  the  States  in 
rebellion  to  their  proper  practical  relation  in  the 
Union,  which  plan  expresses  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress upon  that  subject,  and  which  plan  it  is  now 
thought  fit  to  lay  before  the  people  for  their 
consideration : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  do  proclaim,  declare, 
and  make  known,  that,  while  I  am  (as  I  was 
in  December  last,  when  by  proclamation  I  pro- 
pounded a  plan  for  restoration)  unprepared,  by 
a  formal  approval  of  this  bill,  to  be  inflexibly 
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committed  to  any  single  plan  of  restoration ;  and, 
while  I  am  also  unprepared  to  declare  that  the 
free-State  constitutions  and  governments  already 
adopted  and  installed  in  Arkansas  and  Louisi- 
ana shall  be  set  aside  and  held  for  nought,  there- 
by repelling  and  discouraging  the  loyal  citizens 
who  have  set  up  the  same  as  to  further  effort,  or 
to  declare  a  constitutional  competency  in  Con- 
gress to  abolish  slavery  in  States,  but  am  at  the 
same  time  sincerely  hoping  and  expecting  that 
a  constitutional  amendment  abolishing  slavery 
throughout  the  nation  may  be  adopted,  never- 
theless I  am  fully  satisfied  with  the  system  for 
restoration  contained  in  the  bill  as  one  very 
proper  plan  for  the  loyal  people  of  any  State 
choosing  to  adopt  it,  and  that  I  am,  and  at  all 
times  shall  be,  prepared  to  give  the  executive 
aid  and  assistance  to  any  such  people,  so  soon  as 
the  military  resistance  to  the  United  States  shall 
have  been  suppressed  in  any  such  State,  and  the 
people  thereof  shall  have  sufficiently  returned 
to  their  obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  in  which  cases  mili- 
tary governors  will  be  appointed,  with  direc- 
tions to  proceed  according  to  the  bill. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  eighth 
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day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  and  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 
ninth.  • 
[l.  s.]  Abraham  Lincoln. 

By  the  President:  WILLIAM.  H.  SEWARD, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Letter  to  Horace  Greeley 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  9,  1864. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  7th,  with  in- 
closures,  received. 

If  you  can  find  any  person,  anywhere,  pro- 
fessing to  have  any  proposition  of  Jefferson 
Davis  in  writing,  for  peace,  embracing  the 
restoration  of  the  Union  and  abandonment  of 
slavery,  whatever  else  it  embraces,  say  to  him 
he  may  come  to  me  with  you ;  and  that  if  he 
really  brings  such  proposition,  he  shall  at  the 
least  have  safe  conduct  with  the  paper  (and 
without  publicity,  if  he  chooses)  to  the  point 
where  you  shall  have  met  him.  The  same  if 
there  be  two  or  more  persons.    Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  J.  W.  Garrett 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

July  9,   1864. 

J.  W .  Garrett,  Camden  Station:    What  have 
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you  heard  about  a  battle  at  Monocacy  to-day? 
We  have  nothing:  about  it  here  except  what  you 
say.  A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  Wallace 

Washington,  July  9,  1864.     11.57  p-  m. 
Major-General  L.  Wallace:     I  am  directed 
by  the  President  to  say  that  you  will  rally  your 
forces  and  make  every  possible  effort  to  retard 
the  enemy's  march  on  Baltimore. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Telegram  to  T.  Swan  and  Others 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  10,  1864.  9.20  a.  m. 
Thomas  Swan  and  Others,  Baltimore,  Md.: 
Yours  of  last  night  received.  I  have  not  a  single 
soldier  but  whom  is  being  disposed  by  the  mili- 
tary for  the  best  protection  of  all.  By  latest 
accounts  the  enemy  is  moving  on  Washington. 
They  cannot  fly  to  either  place.  Let  us  be  vigi- 
lant, but  keep  cool.  I  hope  neither  Baltimore 
nor  Washington  will  be  sacked. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Telegrams  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Washington  City,  July  10,  1864.     2  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 
Your  despatch  to  General  Halleck,  referring  to 
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what  I  may  think  in  the  present  emergency,  is 
shown  me.  General  Halleck  says  we  have  abso- 
lutely no  force  here  fit  to  go  to  the  field.  He 
thinks  that  with  the  hundred-day  men  and  in- 
valids we  have  here  we  can  defend  Washington, 
and,  scarcely,  Baltimore.  Besides  these  there 
are  about  8,000,  not  very  reliable,  under  Howe, 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  with  Hunter  approaching 
that  point  very  slowly,  with  what  number  I  sup- 
pose you  know  better  than  I.  Wallace,  with 
some  odds  and  ends,  and  part  of  what  came  up 
with  Ricketts,  was  so  badly  beaten  yesterday  at 
Monocacy,  that  what  is  left  can  attempt  no  more 
than  to  defend  Baltimore.  What  we  shall  get  in 
from  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  will  scarcely 
be  worth  counting,  I  fear.  Now,  what  I  think 
is,  that  you  should  provide  to  retain  your  hold 
where  you  are,  certainly,  and  bring  the  rest  with 
you  personally,  and  make  a  vigorous  efifort  to 
destroy  the  enemy's  forces  in  this  vicinity.  I 
think  there  is  really  a  fair  chance  to  do  this,  if 
the  movement  is  prompt.  This  is  what  I  think 
upon  your  suggestion,  and  is  not  an  order. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Washington,  July  ii,  1864.     8  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 
Yours  of  10:30  P.  M.  yesterday  received,  and  very 
satisfactory.    The  enemy  will  learn  of  Wright's 
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arrival,  and  then  the  difficulty  will  be  to  unite 
Wright  and  Hunter  south  of  the  enemy  before 
he  will  recross  the  Potomac.  Some  firing  be- 
tween Rockville  and  here  now.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  12,  1864.     11.30  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 
Vague  rumors  have  been  reaching  us  for  two  or 
three  days  that  Longstreet's  corps  is  also  on  its 
way  [to]  this  vicinity.  Look  out  for  its  absence 
from  your  front.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  Secretary  Stanton 

Executive  Mansion,  July  14,  1864. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  to-day  inclosing  General 
Halleck's  letter  of  yesterday  relative  to  offensive 
remarks  supposed  to  have  been  made  by  the  Post- 
master-General concerning  the  military  officers 
on  duty  about  Washington  is  received.  The  gen- 
eral's letter  in  substance  demands  of  me  that  if  I 
approve  the  remarks  I  shall  strike  the  names  of 
those  officers  from  the  rolls;  and  that  if  I  do 
not  approve  them  the  Postmaster-General  shall 
be  dismissed  from  the  Cabinet. 

Whether  the  remarks  were  really  made  I  do 
not  know,  nor  do  I  suppose  such  knowledge  is 
necessary  to  a  correct  response.  If  they  were 
made,  I  do  not  approve  them;  and  yet,  under 
the  circumstances,  I  would  not  dismiss  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  Cabinet  therefor.  I  do  not  consider 
what  may  have  been  hastily  said  in  a  moment  of 
vexation  at  so  severe  a  loss  is  sufficient  ground 
for  so  grave  a  step.  Besides  this,  truth  is  gen- 
erally the  best  vindication  against  slander.  I 
propose  continuing  to  be  myself  the  judge  as  to 
when  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  shall  be  dis- 
missed.       Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Memorandum  read  to  the  Cabinet, 

July  [14?],  1864- 

I  must  myself  be  the  judge  how  long  to  retain 
in  and  when  to  remove  any  of  you  from  his  posi- 
tion. It  would  greatly  pain  me  to  discover  any 
of  you  endeavoring  to  procure  another's  re- 
moval, or  in  anyway  to  prejudice  him  before  the 
public.  Such  endeavor  would  be  a  wrong  to  me, 
and,  much  worse,  a  wrong  to  the  country.  My 
wish  is  that  on  this  subject  no  remark  be  made 
nor  question  asked  by  any  of  you,  here  or  else- 
where, now  or  hereafter. 

Telegram  and  Letter  to  Horace  Greeley 

Executive  Mansion,  July  15,  1864. 
Hon.  Horace  Greeley,  New  York:  I  suppose 
you  received  my  letter  of  the  9th.  I  have  just 
received  yours  of  the  13th,  and  am  disappointed 
by  it.  I  was  not  expecting  you  to  send  me  a 
letter,  but  to  bring  me  a  man,  or  men.    Mr.  Hay 
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goes  to  you  with  my  answer  to  yours  of  the  13th. 

A.  Lincoln. 

{^Carried  by  Major  John  Hay.^ 

Executive  Mansion,  July  15,  1864. 

My  dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  13th  is  just  re- 
ceived, and  I  am  disappointed  that  you  have  not 
already  reached  here  with  those  commissioners, 
if  they  would  consent  to  come  on  being  shown 
my  letter  to  you  of  the  9th  instant.  Show  that 
and  this  to  them,  and  if  they  will  come  on  the 
terms  stated  in  the  former,  bring  them.  I  not 
only  intend  a  sincere  effort  for  peace,  but  I  in- 
tend that  you  shall  be  a  personal  witness  that  it 
is  made.         Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  Major  John  Hay 

Executive  Mansion,  July  16,  1864. 
John  Hay,  New  York:  Yours  received. 
Write  the  safe-conduct,  as  you  propose,  without 
waiting  for  one  by  mail  from  me.  If  there  is  or 
is  not  anything  in  the  affair,  I  wish  to  know  it 
without  unnecessary  delay.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Safe-conduct  for  C.  C.  Clay  and  Others, 

July  16,  1864 

Executive  Mansion,  July  16,  1864. 
The  President  of  the  United   States  directs 
that  the  four  persons  whose  names  follow,  to 
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wit:  Hon.  Clement  C.  Clay,  Hon.  Jacob 
Thompson,  Prof.  James  B.  Holcombe,  George 
N.  Sanders,  shall  have  safe  conduct  to  the  city 
of  Washington  in  company  with  the  Hon.  Hor- 
ace Greeley,  and  shall  be  exempt  from  arrest  or 
annoyance  of  any  kind  from  any  officer  of  the 
United  States  during  their  journey  to  the  said 
city  of  Washington. 

By  order  of  the  President. 

John  Hay,  Major  and  A.  A.  G. 

Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

[Washington],   July    17,    1864.     11.25  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 
In  your  despatch  of  yesterday  to  General  Sher- 
man, I  find  the  following,  to  wit: 

"I  shall  make  a  desperate  effort  to  get  a  posi- 
tion here,  which  will  hold  the  enemy  without 
the  necessity  of  so  many  men." 

Pressed  as  we  are  by  lapse  of  time  I  am 
glad  to  hear  you  say  this ;  and  yet  I  do  hope  you 
may  find  a  way  that  the  efifort  shall  not  be  des- 
perate in  the  sense  of  great  loss  of  life. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  President. 

Telegram  to  General  D.  Hunter, 
July  17,  1864 

[Washington],  July  17,   1864. 
Major-General      Hunter,     Harper  s     Ferry, 
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West  Fa.:  Yours  of  this  morning  received. 
You  misconceive.  The  order  you  complain  of 
was  only  nominally  mine,  and  was  framed  by 
those  who  really  made  it  with  no  thought  of 
making  you  a  scapegoat.  It  seemed  to  be  Gen- 
eral Grant's  wish  that  the  forces  under  General 
Wright  and  those  under  you  should  join  and 
drive  at  the  enemy  under  General  Wright. 
Wright  had  the  larger  part  of  the  force,  but  you 
had  the  rank.  It  was  thought  that  you  would 
prefer  Crook's  commanding  your  part  to  your 
serving  in  person  under  Wright.  That  is  all  of 
it.  General  Grant  wishes  you  to  remain  in  com- 
mand of  the  department,  and  I  do  not  wish  to 
order  otherwise.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Announcement  concerning  Terms  of  Peace 

Executive  Mansion,  July  i8,  1864. 
To  whom  it  may  concern:  Any  proposition 
which  embraces  the  restoration  of  peace,  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  whole  Union,  and  the  abandon- 
ment of  slavery,  and  which  comes  by  and  with 
an  authority  that  can  control  the  armies  now  at 
war  against  the  United  States,  will  be  received 
and  considered  by  the  executive  government  of 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  met  by  liberal 
terms  on  other  substantial  and  collateral  points, 
and  the  bearer  or  bearers  thereof  shall  have  safe 
conduct  both  ways.         ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 
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*  Letter  to  Colonel  Frank  Wolford 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

July  17,  1864. 

My  dear  Sir:  By  this  mail  I  send  to  Hon. 
John  Speed  a  blank  parole  in  duplicate,  which, 
if  you  choose,  you  can  sign  and  be  discharged. 
He  will  call  upon  you.  I  inclose  a  printed 
copy  of  the  letter  I  read  to  you  the  last  day  you 
were  with  me,  and  which  I  shall  be  pleased  for 
you  to  look  over. 

Yours  respectfully, 

A.  Lincoln. 

The  blank  parole  mentioned  in  this  note  is  as 
follows : 

July,  1864. 
I  do  hereby  pledge  my  honor  that  I  will  neither  do 
nor  say  anything  which  will  directly  or  indirectly  tend 
to  hinder,  delay,  or  embarrass  the  employment  and 
use  of  colored  persons  as  soldiers,  seamen,  or  other- 
wise. In  the  suppression  of  the  existing  rebellion  so 
long  as  the  United  States  Government  chooses  so  to 
employ  and  use  them. 

This  document  in  blank  bore  the  following 
indorsement: 

Colonel  Frank  Wolford  is  discharged  from 
his  parole  given  me  July  7,  1864,  and  allowed 
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to  go  at  large  upon  the  conditions  of  the  parole 
by  him  signed  on  the  other  side  of  this  paper. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Proclamation  calling  for  500,000  Volun- 
teers, July  18,  1864^ 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America: 

A  Proclamation. 

WHEREAS,  by  the  act  approved  July  4, 
1864,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  reg- 
ulate and  provide  for  the  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  it  is  provided  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may,  "at  his  discretion,  at  any 
time  hereafter,  call  for  any  number  of  men  as 
volunteers,  for  the  respective  terms  of  one,  two, 
and  three  years,  for  military  service,"  and  "that 
in  case  the  quota,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  any 
town,  township,  ward  of  a  city,  precinct,  or  elec- 
tion district,  or  of  a  county  not  so  subdivided, 
shall  not  be  filled  within  the  space  of  fifty  days 
after  such  call,  then  the  President  shall  imme- 

1  There  had  been  great  loss  of  life  in  the  operation  against 
Richmond.  Grant  needed  men.  At  this  call  for  more  volun- 
teers, realization  of  the  awful  sacrifice  of  life  going  on  came 
over  the  country  and  resulted  in  almost  unanimous  dissatisfac- 
tion. It  was  a  crucial  moment  for  Lincoln,  as  his  reelection 
hung  upon  the  conduct  and  course  of  the  war  during  the  sum- 
mer of  '64. 


Admiral   Farragut 
Wood  Engraving  after  Photograph  by  Brady. 
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diately  order  a  draft  for  one  year  to  fill  such 
quota,  or  any  part  thereof,  which  may  be  un- 
filled." 

And  whereas  the  new  enrolment  heretofore 
ordered  is  so  far  completed  as  that  the  afore- 
mentioned act  of  Congress  may  now  be  put  in 
operation  for  recruiting  and  keeping  up  the 
strength  of  the  armies  in  the  field,  for  garrisons 
and  such  military  operations  as  may  be  required 
for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  rebellion  and 
restoring  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment in  the  insurgent  States: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  do  issue  this  my  call 
for  500,000  volunteers  for  the  military  service; 
provided,  nevertheless,  that  this  call  shall  be  re- 
duced by  all  credits  which  may  be  established 
under  Section  8  of  the  aforesaid  act,  on  account 
of  persons  who  have  entered  the  naval  service 
during  the  present  rebellion,  and  by  credits  for 
men  furnished  to  the  military  service  in  excess 
of  calls  heretofore  made.  Volunteers  will  be 
accepted  under  this  call  for  one,  two,  or  three 
years,  as  they  may  elect,  and  will  be  entitled  to 
the  bounty  provided  by  the  law  for  the  period  of 
service  for  which  they  enlist. 

And  I  hereby  proclaim,  order,  and  direct, 
that  immediately  after  the  fifth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1864,  being  fifty  days  from  the  date  of  this 
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call,  a  draft  for  troops  to  serve  for  one  year  shall 
be  had  in  every  town,  township,  ward  of  a  city, 
precinct  or  election  district,  or  county  not  so 
subdivided,  to  fill  the  quota  which  shall  be  as- 
signed to  it  under  this  call,  or  any  part  thereof 
which  may  be  unfilled  by  volunteers  on  the  said 
fifth  day  of  September,  1864. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this 

eighteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of 

[L.  S.]     our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  sixty-four,  and  of  the  independence 

of  the  United  States  the  eighty-ninth. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
By  the  President:  WILLIAM  H.  Seward,  Sec- 
retary of  State. 

Telegram  to  General  W.  T.  Sherman 

Executive  Mansion,  July  i8,  1864. 

Major-General  Sherman,  Chattahoochee 
River,  Ga.:  I  have  seen  your  despatches,  object- 
ing to  agents  of  Northern  States  opening  re- 
cruiting stations  near  your  camps. 

An  act  of  Congress  authorizes  this,  giving  the 
appointment  of  agents  to  the  States,  and  not  to 
the  executive  government.  It  is  not  for  the 
War  Department  or  myself  to  restrain  or  modify 
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the  law  in  its  execution  further  than  actual  ne- 
cessity may  require. 

To  be  candid,  I  was  for  the  passage  of  the 
law,  not  apprehending  at  the  time  that  it  would 
produce  such  inconvenience  to  the  armies  in  the 
field,  as  you  now  cause  me  to  fear.  Many  of  the 
States  were  very  anxious  for  it,  and  I  hoped  that, 
with  their  State  bounties,  and  active  exertions, 
they  would  get  out  substantial  additions  to  our 
colored  forces,  which,  unlike  white  recruits, 
help  us  where  they  come  from,  as  well  as  where 
they  go  to.  I  still  hope  advantage  from  the  law; 
and,  being  a  law,  it  must  be  treated  as  such  by 
all  of  us. 

We  here  will  do  what  we  consistently  can  to 
save  you  from  difficulties  arising  out  of  it. 

May  I  ask  therefore  that  you  will  give  your 
hearty  cooperation? 

A.  Lincoln 

Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Executive  Mansion,  July  20,  1864.  4.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Fa.: 
Yours  of  yesterday,  about  a  call  for  300,000,  is 
received.  I  suppose  you  had  not  seen  the  call 
for  500,000,  made  the  day  before,  and  which,  I 
suppose,  covers  the  case.  Always  glad  to  have 
your  suggestions. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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*  Telegram  to  J.  L.  Wright 

War  Department,   July  20,    1864. 
/.  L.  Wright,  Indianapolis,  Ind.:    All  a  mis- 
take.   Mr.  Stanton  has  not  resigned. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Letter  to  J.  L.  Scripps 

Executive  Mansion,  July  20,  1864. 
My  dear  Sir:  I  have  received  and  read  yours 
of  the  15th.  Mine  to  you  was  only  a  copy,  with 
names  changed,  of  what  I  had  said  to  another 
postmaster,  on  a  similar  complaint;  and  the  two 
are  the  only  cases  in  which  that  precise  com- 
plaint has,  as  yet,  been  made  to  me.  I  think  that 
in  these  cases  I  have  stated  the  principle  cor- 
rectly for  all  public  officers,  and  I  certainly  wish 
all  would  follow  it.  But  I  do  not  quite  like  to 
publish  a  general  circular  on  the  subject,  and  it 
would  be  rather  laborious  to  write  a  separate 
letter  to  each.  Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  O.  B.  Ficklin 

Executive  Mansion,  July  22,  1864. 

Dear  Sir:  I  had  about  concluded  to  send  the 
Coles  County  men  home,  turning  over  the  in- 
dicted to  the  authorities  and  discharging  the 
others,  when  Colonel  Oaks's  report  with  the  evi- 
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dence  he  had  taken  in  the  case  was  put  in  my 
hand.  The  evidence  is  very  voluminous,  and 
Colonel  Oaks  says  it  fully  implicates  every  one 
of  the  sixteen  now  held ;  and  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  look  into  it  his  statement  is  sus- 
tained. I  cannot  now  decide  the  case  until  I 
shall  have  fully  examined  this  evidence. 

Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Reply  to  Commander  Bertinatti,  Italian 
Envoy  Extraordinary,  Etc.,  July  23,  1864 

Mr.  Commander  Bertinatti:  I  am  free  to 
confess  that  the  United  States  have  in  the  course 
of  the  last  three  years  encountered  vicissitudes 
and  been  involved  in  controversies  which  have 
tried  the  friendship  and  even  the  forbearance  of 
other  nations,  but  at  no  stage  in  this  unhappy 
fraternal  war  in  which  we  are  only  endeavoring 
to  save  and  strengthen  the  foundations  of  our 
national  unity  has  the  king  or  the  people  of  Italy 
faltered  in  addressing  to  us  the  language  of  re- 
spect, confidence,  and  friendship.  We  have 
tried  you,  Mr.  Bertinatti,  as  a  charge  d'affaires 
and  as  a  minister  resident,  and  in  both  of  these 
characters  we  have  found  you  always  sincerely 
and  earnestly  interpreting  the  loyal  sentiments 
of  your  sovereign.  At  the  same  time  I  am  sure 
that  no  minister  here  has  more  faithfully  main- 
tained and  advanced  the  interests  with  which  he 
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was  charged  by  his  government.  I  desire  that 
your  countrymen  may  know  that  I  think  you 
have  well  deserved  the  elevation  to  which  I  owe 
the  pleasure  of  the  present  interview. 

I  pray  God  to  have  your  country  in  his  holy 
keeping,  and  to  vouchsafe  to  crown  with  success 
her  noble  aspirations  to  renew,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  her  present  enlightened  government, 
her  ancient  career,  so  wonderfully  illustrated  in 
the  achievements  of  art,  science,  and  freedom. 

Telegram  to  General  D.  Hunter 

(Cipher.) 
War  Department,  July  23,  1864. 
Major-General  Hunter,  Harper  s  Ferry,  West 
Va.:    Are  you  able  to  take  care  of  the  enemy, 
when  he  turns  back  upon  you,  as  he  probably 
will  on  finding  that  Wright  has  left? 

A.  Lincoln. 
Letter  to  Abram  Wakeman 

[Private.) 
Executive  Mansion,  July  25,  1864. 
My  dear  Sir:  I  feel  that  the  subject  which 
you  pressed  upon  my  attention  in  our  recent  con- 
versation is  an  important  one.  The  men  of  the 
South  recently  (and  perhaps  still)  at  Niagara 
Falls  tell  us  distinctly  that  they  are  in  the  confi- 
dential employment  of  the  rebellion;  and  they 
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tell  us  as  distinctly  that  they  are  not  empowered 
to  offer  terms  of  peace.  Does  any  one  doubt  that 
what  they  are  empowered  to  do  is  to  assist  in 
selecting  and  arranging  a  candidate  and  a  plat- 
form for  the  Chicago  convention?  Who  could 
have  given  them  this  confidential  employment 
but  he  who,  only  a  week  since,  declared  to 
Jaquess  and  Gilmore,  that  he  had  no  terms  of 
peace  but  the  independence  of  the  South — the 
dissolution  of  the  Union?  Thus,  the  present 
presidential  contest  will  almost  certainly  be  no 
other  than  a  contest  between  a  union  and  a  dis- 
union candidate,  disunion  certainly  following 
the  success  of  the  latter.  The  issue  is  a  mighty 
one,  for  all  people,  and  all  times;  and  whoever 
aids  the  right  will  be  appreciated  and  remem- 
bered. Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

*  Letter  to  Governor  A.  G.  Curtin 

Executive  Mansiox,  July  25,  1864. 

Governor  Curtin:  Herewith  is  the  manu- 
script letter  for  the  gentleman  who  sent  me  a 
cane  through  your  hands.  For  my  life  I  can 
not  make  out  his  name;  and  therefore  I  cut  it 
from  his  letter  and  pasted  it  on,  as  you  see.  I 
suppose  [you]  will  remember  who  he  is,  and  I 
will  thank  you  to  forward  him  the  letter.  He 
dates  his  letter  at  Philadelphia. 

Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 
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*  Letter  to  W.  O.  Snider 

Executive  Maxsion,  July  25,  1864. 
William  O.  Snider:  The  cane  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  present  through  Governor  Curtin 
was  duly  placed  in  my  hand  by  him.  Please  ac- 
cept my  thanks;  and,  at  the  same  time,  pardon 
me  for  not  having  sooner  found  time  to  tender 
them.  Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  General  E.  R.  S.  Canby 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  25,  1864. 
Major-General  Canby:  Frequent  complaints 
are  made  to  me  that  persons  endeavoring  to 
bring  in  cotton  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
trade  regulations  of  the  Treasury  Department 
are  frustrated  by  seizures  of  district  attorneys, 
marshals,  provost-marshals,  and  others,  on  vari- 
ous pretenses,  all  looking  to  blackmail  and  spoils, 
one  way  and  another.  I  wish,  if  you  can  find 
time,  you  would  look  into  this  matter  within 
your  department,  and,  finding  these  abuses  to 
exist,  break  them  up,  if  in  your  power,  so  that 
fair  dealing  under  the  regulations  can  proceed. 
The  printed  regulations,  no  doubt,  are  accessible 
to  you.  If  you  find  the  abuses  existing,  and  yet 
beyond  your  power,  please  report  to  me  some- 
what particularly  upon  the  facts. 
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The  bearer  of  this, Shaffer,  is  one  who, 

on  behalf  of  himself  and  firm,  makes  complaint, 
but  while  he  is  my  friend,  I  do  not  ask  anything 
for  him  which  cannot  be  done  for  all  honest 
dealers  under  the  regulations. 

Yours  truly,  A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  J.  C.  Welling 

Executive  Mansion,  July  25,  1864. 

Sir:  According  to  the  request  contained  in 
your  note,  I  have  placed  Mr.  Gibson's  letter  of 
resignation  in  the  hands  of  the  President.  He 
has  read  the  letter,  and  says  he  accepts  the  resig- 
nation, as  he  will  be  glad  to  do  with  any  other, 
which  may  be  tendered,  as  this  is,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  an  attitude  of  hostility  against 
him. 

He  says  he  was  not  aware  that  he  was  so  much 
indebted  to  Mr.  Gibson  for  having  accepted  the 
office  at  first,  not  remembering  that  he  ever 
pressed  him  to  do  so,  or  that  he  gave  it  otherwise 
than  as  was  usual,  upon  request  made  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Gibson. 

He  thanks  Mr.  Gibson  for  his  acknowledg- 
ment that  he  has  been  treated  with  personal 
kindness  and  consideration,  and  he  says  he  knows 
of  but  two  small  drawbacks  upon  Mr.  Gibson's 
right  to  still  receive  such  treatment,  one  of  which 
is  that  he  never  could  learn  of  his  giving  much 
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attention  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  the  other 
is  this  studied  attempt  of  Mr.  Gibson's  to  stab 
him.    I  am,  very  truly, 

Your  obedient  servant,        JOHN  Hay. 

Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  26,  1864. 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant,  City  Point, 
Va.:  General  Rawlins  arrived  this  morning. 
The  President  desires  you  to  name,  if  you  can,  a 
time  when  it  would  be  convenient  for  you  to 
meet  him  in  person  at  Fortress  Monroe  after 
Thursday  morning. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Telegram  to  General  W.  T.  Sherman 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  26,   1864. 

Major-General  Sherman,  near  Atlanta:  I 
have  just  seen  yours  complaining  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Hovey  and  Osterhaus.  The  point  you 
make  is  unquestionably  a  good  one,  and  yet, 
please  hear  a  word  from  us.  My  recollection  is 
that  both  General  Grant  and  yourself  recom- 
mended both  Hovey  and  Osterhaus  for  promo- 
tion, and  these,  with  other  strong  recommenda- 
tions, drew  committals  from  us  which  we  could 
neither  honorably  nor  safely  disregard.  We 
blamed  Hovey  for  coming  away  in  the  manner 
in  which  he  did,  but  we  knew  he  had  apparent 
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reason  to  feel  disappointed  and  mortified,  and 
we  felt  it  was  not  best  to  crush  one  who  certainly 
had  been  a  good  soldier.  As  to  Osterhaus,  we 
did  not  know  of  his  leaving,  at  the  time  we  made 
the  appointment,  and  do  not  now  know  the  terms 
on  which  he  left.  Not  to  have  appointed  him, 
as  the  case  appeared  to  us  at  the  time,  would 
have  been  almost,  if  not  quite,  a  violation  of  our 
word.  The  word  was  given  on  what  we  thought 
was  high  merit,  and  somewhat  on  his  national- 
ity. I  beg  you  to  believe  we  do  not  act  in  a  spirit 
of  disregarding  merit;  we  expect  to  await  your 
program  for  further  changes  and  promotions  in 
your  army.  iVIy  profoundest  thanks  to  you  and 
your  whole  army  for  the  present  campaign  so 
far.  A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  D.  Hunter 

Washington,  July  27,    1864. 
Major-General  Hunter,  Harper  s  Ferry,  West 
Va.:    Please  send  any  recent  news  you  have,  par- 
ticularly as  to  movements  of  the  enemy. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Letter  to  General  Halleck,  July  27,  1864 

War  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  27,  1864. 

General:     Lieutenant-Gencral  Grant  having 
signified  that,  owing  to  the  difficulties  and  delay 
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of  communication  between  his  headquarters  and 
Washington,  it  is  necessary  that  in  the  pres- 
ent emergency  military  orders  must  be  issued 
directly  from  Washington,  the  President  directs 
me  to  instruct  you  that  all  the  military  opera- 
tions for  the  defense  of  the  Middle  Department, 
the  Department  of  the  Susquehanna,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Washington,  and  the  Department  of 
West  Virginia,  and  all  the  forces  in  those  depart- 
ments, are  placed  under  your  general  command, 
and  that  you  will  be  expected  to  take  all  military 
measures  necessary  for  defense  against  any  at- 
tack of  the  enemy  and  for  his  capture  and  de- 
struction. You  will  issue  from  time  to  time 
such  orders  to  the  commanders  of  the  respective 
departments  and  to  the  military  authorities 
therein  as  may  be  proper. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Telegram  to  Governor  Johnson 

Washington,  July  27,    1864. 

Governor  Johnson,  Nashville,  Tenn.:  Yours 
in  relation  to  General  A.  C.  Gillam  just  re- 
ceived.   Will  look  after  the  matter  to-day. 

I  also  received  yours  about  General  Carl 
Schurz.  I  appreciate  him  certainly,  as  highly 
as  you  do;  but  you  can  never  know  until  you 
have  the  trial,  how  difficult  it  is  to  find  a  place 
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for  an  officer  of  so  high  rank  when  there  is  no 
place  seeking  him.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  John  W.  Forney 

Executive  Mansion,  July  28,  1864. 

My  dear  Sir:  Your  note  announcing  your  in- 
tended visit  to  Europe  takes  me  somewhat  by 
surprise.  Nevertheless  I  am  glad  for  you  to 
have  the  relaxation,  though  I  regret  the  neces- 
sity which  compels  it.  I  have  no  European  per- 
sonal acquaintances,  or  I  would  gladly  give  you 
letters. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  you  in  Washington 
before  you  leave,  for  a  special  reason,  and  the 
sooner  you  could  come  the  better. 

Yours  truly,  A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Executive  Mansion,  July  28,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,   City  Point,  Va.: 
Will  meet  you  at  Fort  Monroe,  at  8  P.  M.,  on 
Saturday,  the  30th,  unless  you  shall  notify  me 
that  it  will  be  inconvenient  to  you. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Juiy  29,  1864. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant,   City  Point,  Va.; 
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I  have  changed  my  purpose,  so  that  now  I  ex- 
pect to  reach  Fort  Monroe  at  10  A.  M.,  Sunday, 
the  31st.  A.  Lincoln. 

*  Telegram  to  General  D.  Hunter 

Executive  Mansion,  July  30,  1864. 
Major-General  Hunter,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.: 
What  news  this  morning?  A.  LINCOLN. 

*  Telegram  to  M.  Odell 

Executive  oVIansion,  July  30,  1864. 

Hon.  M.  Odell,  Brooklyn:  Please  find  Col- 
onel Fowler,  of  Fourteenth  Volunteers,  and  have 
him  telegraph,  if  he  will,  a  recommendation  for 
Clemens  J.  Myers,  for  a  clerkship. A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  J.  A.  Bingham 

Executive  Mansion,  July  30,  1864. 
Hon.  John  A.  Bingham,  Cadiz,  O.:  Mr.  Gib- 
son having  resigned,  I  have  appointed  you  so- 
licitor of  the   United   States,   in   the  Court  of 
Claims.  A.  Lincoln. 

*  Letter  to  General  J.  A.  McClernand 

Executive  Mansion,  July  30,  1864. 
Major-General     McClernand:     Understand- 
ing that  your  leave  of  absence  expires  on  the  8th 
of  next  month,  the  same  is  hereby  extended  until 
further  order.     Yours  truly,        A.  LINCOLN. 
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Telegram  to  Governor  Johnson 

Executive  Mansion,  August  2,  1864. 
Governor  Johnson,  Nashville,  Tenn.:  Thanks 
to  General  Gillam  for  making  the  news,  and 
also  to  you  for  sending  it.  Does  Joe  Heiskell's 
"walking  to  meet  us"  mean  any  more  than  that 
"Joe"  was  scared  and  wanted  to  save  his  skin? 

A.  Lincoln. 

Indorsement,  August  3,  1864. 

War  Department,  August  2,  1864. 
Mr.  President:  This  note  will  introduce  to  you 
Mr.  Schley  of  Baltimore,  who  desires  to  appeal  to 
[you]  for  the  revocation  of  an  order  of  General 
Hunter,  removing  some  persons,  citizens  of  Fred- 
erick, beyond  his  lines,  and  imprisoning  others.  This 
Department  has  no  information  of  the  reasons  or 
proofs  on  which  General  Hunter  acts,  and  I  do  not 
therefore  feel  at  liberty  to  suspend  or  interfere  with 
his  action  except  under  your  direction. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

[^Indorsement.!^ 

The  Secretary  of  War  will  suspend  the  order 
of  General  Hunter  mentioned  within,  until  fur- 
ther order,  and  direct  him  to  send  to  the  Depart- 
ment a  brief  report  of  what  is  known  against 
each  one  proposed  to  be  dealt  with. 

A,  Lincoln, 
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Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant  * 

(Cipher,) 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  3,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 
I  have  seen  your  despatch  in  which  you  say,  "I 
want  Sheridan  put  in  command  of  all  the  troops 
in  the  field,  with  instructions  to  put  himself 
south  of  the  enemy,  and  follow  him  to  the  death. 
Wherever  the  enemy  goes,  let  our  troops  go 
also."  This,  I  think,  is  exactly  right  as  to  how 
our  forces  should  move ;  but  please  look  over  the 
despatches  you  may  have  received  from  here, 
ever  since  you  made  that  order,  and  discover,  if 
you  can,  that  there  is  any  idea  in  the  head  of  any 
one  here  of  "putting  our  army  south  of  the  en- 
emy," or  of  following  him  to  the  "death,"  in  any 
direction.  I  repeat  to  you,  it  will  neither  be 
done  nor  attempted,  unless  you  watch  it  every 
day  and  hour,  and  force  it.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  Colonel  Wolford 

Washington  City,  August  4,  1864. 
Colonel    Frank    Wolford,    Louisville,    Ky.: 
Yours  of  yesterday  received.    Before  interfering 

1  Retiring  General  Sheridan  at  this  time  from  command  of  the 
cavalry  corps  and  ordering  him  in  the  field  was  one  of  Grant's 
happiest    and    most    fortunate    moves.     Lincoln    had    himself    so 
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with  the  Judge-Advocate-General's  order,  I 
should  know  his  reason  for  making  it.  Mean- 
while, if  you  have  not  already  started,  wait  till 
you  hear  from  me  again.  Did  you  receive  letter 
and  inclosures  from  me?  A.  LINCOLN. 


Letter  to  Morton  McMichael 

{Private.) 
Executive  Mansion,  August  5,  1864. 
My  dear  Sir:    When  the  Philadelphia  post- 
master was  here  on  the  20th  of  June  last,  I  read 
to  him  a  paper  in  the  following  words: 

Complaint  is  made  to  me  that  you  are  using  your 
official  power  to  defeat  Judge  Kelley's  renomination 
to  Congress.  I  am  well  satisfied  with  Judge  Kelley 
as  a  member  of  Congress,  and  I  do  not  know  that  the 
man  who  might  supplant  him  would  be  as  satisfac- 
tory; but  the  correct  principle,  I  think,  Is  that  all  our 
friends  should  have  absolute  freedom  of  choice 
among  our  friends.  My  wish,  therefore,  is  that  you 
will  do  just  as  you  think  fit  with  your  own  suffrage  In 
the  case,  and  not  constrain  any  of  your  subordinates 
to  do  other  than  as  he  thinks  fit  with  his.  This  Is 
precisely  the  rule  I  Inculcated  and  adhered  to  on  my 
part,  when  a  certain  other  nomination,  now  recently 
made,  was  being  canvassed  for. 

strongly  desired  this  very  thing  that  he  telegraphed  Grant  the 
above  despatch,  which  was  held  a  violation  of  official  etiquette. 
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He  promised  me  to  strictly  follow  this.  I  am 
now  told  that,  of  the  two  or  three  hundred  em- 
ployees in  the  Post-office,  not  one  of  them  is 
openly  for  Judge  Kelley.  This,  if  true,  is  not 
accidental.  Left  to  their  free  choice,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  a  large  number  of  them,  prob- 
ably as  much  or  more  than  half,  would  be  for 
Kelley.  And  if  they  are  for  him,  and  are  not 
restrained,  they  can  put  it  beyond  question  by 
publicly  saying  so.  Please  tell  the  postmaster  he 
must  find  a  way  to  relieve  me  from  the  suspicion 
that  he  is  not  keeping  his  promise  to  me  in  good 
faith.         Yours  truly,  A.  Lincoln. 

*  Telegram  to  Governor  F.  H.  Pierpoint 

Executive  Mansion,  August  5,  1864. 
Governor  Pierpoint,  Alexandria,  Va.:     Gen- 
eral Butler  telegraphs  me  that  Judge  Snead  is 
at  liberty.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  Horace  Greeley 

Executive  Mansion,  August  6,  1864. 
Hon.  Horace  Greeley,  New  York:  Yours  to 
Major  Hay  about  publication  of  our  correspond- 
ence received.  With  the  suppression  of  a  few 
passages  in  your  letters  in  regard  to  which  I 
think  you  and  I  would  not  disagree,  I  should  be 
glad  of  the  publication.  Please  come  over  and 
see  me.  A.  LINCOLN. 
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Unfinished  Draft  of  Letter  to ,  Penn- 
sylvania 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  6,  1864. 
The  President  has  received  yours  of  yesterday 
and  is  kindly  paying  attention  to  it.  As  it  is  my 
business  to  assist  him  whenever  I  can,  I  will 
thank  you  to  inform  me,  for  his  use,  whether 
you  are  either  a  white  man  or  black  man,  be- 
cause in  either  case  you  cannot  be  regarded  as 
an  entirely  impartial  judge.  It  may  be  that  you 
belong  to  a  third  or  fourth  class  of  yellow  or 
red  men,  in  which  case  the  impartiality  of  your 
judgment  would  be  more  apparent. 

*  Telegram  to  Anson  Miller 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  6,  1864. 

Hon.  Anson  Miller,  Rockford,  III.:  If  you 
will  go  and  live  in  New  Mexico  I  will  appoint 
you  a  judge  there.    Answer. 

A.  Lincoln. 

*  Telegram  to  Horace  Greeley 

Executive  Mansion,  August  8,  1864. 
Hon.  Horace  Greeley,  New  York:     I   tele- 
graphed you  Saturday.    Did  you  receive  the  dis- 
patch?   Please  answer. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  to  General  S.  G.  Burbridge 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  8,  1864. 
Major-General  Burbridge,  Lexington,  Ky.: 
Last  December  Mrs.  Emily  T.  Helm,  half-sister 
of  Mrs.  Lincoln,  and  widow  of  the  rebel  general, 
Ben  Hardin  Helm,  stopped  here  on  her  way 
from  Georgia  to  Kentucky,  and  I  gave  her  a 
paper,  as  I  remember,  to  protect  her  against  the 
mere  fact  of  her  being  General  Helm's  widow. 
I  hear  a  rumor  to-day  that  you  recently  sought 
to  arrest  her,  but  were  prevented  by  her  present- 
ing the  paper  from  me.  I  do  not  intend  to  pro- 
tect her  against  the  consequences  of  disloyal 
W'Ords  or  acts,  spoken  or  done  by  her  since  her 
return  to  Kentucky,  and  if  the  paper  given  her 
by  me  can  be  construed  to  give  her  protection  for 
such  words  or  acts,  it  is  hereby  revoked  pro 
tanto.  Deal  with  her  for  current  conduct  just 
as  you  would  with  any  other.       A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  Horace  Greeley 

{Private.) 
Executive  Mansion,  August  9,  1864. 
Dear  Sir:  Herewith  is  a  full  copy  of  the  cor- 
respondence, and  which  I  have  had  privately 
printed,  but  not  made  public.  The  parts  of 
your  letters  which  I  wish  suppressed  are  only 
those  which,  as  I  think,  give  too  gloomy  an  as- 
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pect  to  our  cause,  and  those  which  present  the 
carrying  of  elections  as  a  motive  of  action.  I 
have,  as  you  see,  drawn  a  red  pencil  over  the 
parts  I  wish  suppressed. 

As  to  the  Alexander  H.  Stephens  matter,  so 
much  pressed  by  you,  I  can  only  say  that  he 
sought  to  come  to  Washington  in  the  name  of 
the  "Confederate  States,"  in  a  vessel  of  "the  Con- 
federate States  navy,"  and  with  no  pretense  even 
that  he  would  bear  any  proposal  for  peace;  but 
with  language  showing  that  his  mission  would 
be  military,  and  not  civil  or  diplomatic.  Nor 
has  he  at  any  time  since  pretended  that  he  had 
terms  of  peace,  so  far  as  I  know  or  believe.  On 
the  contrary,  Jefferson  Davis  has,  in  the  most 
formal  manner,  declared  that  Stephens  had  no 
terms  of  peace.  I  thought  we  could  not  afford 
to  give  this  quasi-acknowledgment  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Confederacy,  in  a  case  where 
there  was  not  even  an  intimation  of  anything  for 
our  good.  Still,  as  the  parts  of  your  letters  re- 
lating to  Stephens  contain  nothing  worse  than  a 
questioning  of  my  action,  I  do  not  ask  a  sup- 
pression of  those  parts.       Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  General  N.  P.  Banks 

Executive  Mansion,  August  9,   1864. 
Major-General  Banks:     I  have  just  seen  the 
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new  constitution  adopted  by  the  Convention  at 
Louisiana;  and  I  am  anxious  that  it  shall  be 
ratified  by  the  people.  I  will  thank  you  to  let 
the  civil  officers  in  Louisiana,  holding  under  me, 
know  that  this  is  my  wish,  and  let  me  know  at 
once  who  of  them  openly  declare  for  the  consti- 
tution, and  who  of  them,  if  any,  decline  to  so 
declare.      Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  E.  R.  S.  Canby 

Executive  Mansion,  August  9,  1864. 
To  Major-General  Edward  R.  S.  Canby,  New 
Orleans:  For  satisfactory  reasons  which  con- 
cern the  public  service,  I  have  to  direct  that  if 
Andrew  J.  Hamilton,  or  any  person  authorized 
in  writing  by  him,  shall  come  out  of  either  of 
the  ports  of  Galveston  or  Sabine  Pass  with  any 
vessel  or  vessels  freighted  with  cotton  shipped 
to  the  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  at  New 
Orleans,  the  passage  of  such  person,  vessels,  and 
cargoes  shall  not  be  molested  or  hindered,  but 
they  shall  be  permitted  to  pass  to  the  hands  of 
such  consignee.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  General  C.  Schurz 

Executive    Mansion,    Washington,    D.    C, 

August  II,  1864. 

Major-General     Carl     Schurz,     Bethlehem, 
Penn.:    The  President  directs  me  to  request  that 


1864]  Letter  to  Schurz  187 

you  will  proceed  at  once  to  Washington,   and 
report  to  him  in  person. 

John  Hay,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Letter  to  Secretary  Stanton 

Executive    Mansion,    Washington,    D.    C, 

August  1 1,   1864. 

My  dear  Sir:  I  should  be  glad  for  General 
Mott  of  New  Jersey  to  have  a  brevet  major- 
generalship.  He  has  done  a  great  deal  of  hard 
service,  has  been  twice  (I  believe)  wounded, 
and  is  now,  by  assignment  of  his  superiors,  com- 
manding a  division.  Add  to  this  that  I  have 
been  for  a  year  trying  to  find  an  opportunity  to 
promote  him.  as  you  know.      Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Executive    Mansion,    Washington,    D.    C, 

August  14,  1864.     1.30  p.  M. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 
The  Secretary  of  War  and  I  concur  that  you  had 
better  confer  with  General  Lee,  and  stipulate 
for  a  mutual  discontinuance  of  house-burning 
and  other  destruction  of  private  property.  The 
time  and  manner  of  conference  and  particulars 
of  stipulation  we  leave,  on  our  part,  to  your  con- 
venience and  judgment. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  General  W.  T.  Sherman 

Executive  Mansion,  August  15,  1864. 
Major-General  Sherman,  near  Atlanta,  Ga.i 
If  the  government  should  purchase,  on  its  own 
account,  cotton  northward  of  you,  and  on  the 
line  of  your  communications,  would  it  be  an  in- 
convenience to  you,  or  detriment  to  the  military 
service,  for  it  to  come  to  the  north  on  the  rail- 
road? A.  Lincoln. 
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Interview  with  John  T.  Mills,  August 

[15?],  1864 

MR.  PRESIDENT,"  said  Governor 
Randall,  "why  can't  you  seek  seclu- 
sion, and  play  hermit  for  a  fortnight? 
It  would  reinvigorate  you." 

"Ah,"  said  the  President,  "two  or  three  weeks 
would  do  me  no  good.  I  cannot  fly  from  my 
thoughts — my  solicitude  for  this  great  country 
follows  me  wherever  I  go.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
personal  vanity  or  ambition,  though  I  am  not 
free  from  these  infirmities,  but  I  cannot  but  feel 
that  the  weal  or  woe  of  this  great  nation  will  be 
decided  in  November.  There  is  no  program 
ofifered  by  any  wing  of  the  Democratic  party  but 
that  must  result  in  the  permanent  destruction  of 
the  Union." 

"But,  Mr.  President,  General  McClellan  is 
in  favor  of  crushing  out  this  rebellion  by  force. 
He  will  be  the  Chicago  candidate." 

"Sir,  the  slightest  knowledge  of  arithmetic 
will  prove  to  any  man  that  the  rebel  armies  can- 
not be  destroyed  by  Democratic  strategy.  It 
would  sacrifice  all  the  white  men  of  the  North 
to  do  it.    There  are  now  in  the  service  of  the 
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United  States  nearly  150,000  able-bodied  colored 
men,  most  of  them  under  arms,  defending  and 
acquiring  Union  territory.  The  Democratic 
strategy  demands  that  these  forces  be  disbanded, 
and  that  the  masters  be  conciliated  by  restoring 
them  to  slavery.  The  black  men  who  now  assist 
Union  prisoners  to  escape  are  to  be  converted 
into  our  enemies,  in  the  vain  hope  of  gaining  the 
good-will  of  their  masters.  We  shall  have  to 
fight  two  nations  instead  of  one. 

"You  cannot  conciliate  the  South  if  you  guar- 
antee to  them  ultimate  success;  and  the  experi- 
ence of  the  present  war  proves  their  success  is 
inevitable  if  you  fling  the  compulsory  labor  of 
millions  of  black  men  into  their  side  of  the  scale. 
Will  you  give  our  enemies  such  military  advan- 
tages as  insure  success,  and  then  depend  on  coax- 
ing, flattery,  and  concession  to  get  them  back 
into  the  Union?  Abandon  all  the  posts  now 
garrisoned  by  black  men,  take  150,000  men  from 
our  side  and  put  them  in  the  battle-field  or  corn- 
field against  us,  and  we  would  be  compelled  to 
abandon  the  war  in  three  weeks. 

"We  have  to  hold  territory  in  inclement  and 
sickly  places;  where  are  the  Democrats  to  do 
this?  It  was  a  free  fight,  and  the  field  was  open 
to  the  war  Democrats  to  put  down  this  rebellion 
by  fighting  against  both  master  and  slave,  long 
before  the  present  policy  was  inaugurated. 


J 
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"There  have  been  men  base  enough  to  propose 
to  me  to  return  to  slavery  the  black  warriors  of 
Port  Hudson  and  Olustee,  and  thus  win  the 
respect  of  the  masters  they  fought.  Should  I 
do  so,  I  should  deserve  to  be  damned  in  time  and 
eternity.  Come  what  will,  I  will  keep  my  faith 
with  friend  and  foe.  My  enemies  pretend  I  am 
now  carrying  on  this  war  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  abolition.  So  long  as  I  am  President,  it  shall 
be  carried  on  for  the  sole  purpose  of  restoring 
the  Union.  But  no  human  power  can  subdue 
this  rebellion  without  the  use  of  the  emancipa- 
tion policy,  and  every  other  policy  calculated 
to  weaken  the  moral  and  physical  forces  of  the 
rebellion. 

"Freedom  has  given  us  150,000  men,  raised 
on  Southern  soil.  It  will  give  us  more  yet. 
Just  so  much  it  has  subtracted  from  the  enemy, 
and,  instead  of  alienating  the  South,  there  are 
now  evidences  of  a  fraternal  feeling  growing 
up  between  our  men  and  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
rebel  soldiers.  Let  my  enemies  prove  to  the 
country  that  the  destruction  of  slavery  is  not 
necessary  to  a  restoration  of  the  Union.  I  will 
abide  the  issue." 

Letter  to  Henry  J.  Raymond 

ExECUTFVE  Mansion,  August  15,   1864. 
My   dear    Sir:     I    have    proposed    to    Mr. 
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Greeley  that  the  Niagara  correspondence  be 
published,  suppressing  only  the  parts  of  his  let- 
ters over  which  the  red  pencil  is  drawn  in  the 
copy  which  I  herewith  send.  He  declines  giv- 
ing his  consent  to  the  publication  of  his  letters 
unless  these  parts  be  published  with  the  rest.  I 
have  concluded  that  it  is  better  for  me  to  submit 
for  the  time  to  the  consequences  of  the  false  posi- 
tion in  which  I  consider  he  has  placed  me  than 
to  subject  the  country  to  the  consequences  of 
publishing  their  discouraging  and  injurious 
parts.  I  send  you  this  and  the  accompanying 
copy,  not  for  publication,  but  merely  to  explain 
to  you,  and  that  you  may  preserve  them  until 
their  proper  time  shall  come. 

Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

*  Indorsement  of  Application  for  Employ- 
ment, August  15,  1864 

"I  am  always  for  the  man  who  wishes  to  work; 
and  I  shall  be  glad  for  this  man  to  get  suitable 
employment  at  Cavalry  Depot,  or  elsewhere. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  Ward  Hunt 

Executive    Mansion,   Washington,    D.    C, 

August  16,  1864. 

My  dear  Sir:    Yours  of  the  ninth  instant  was 
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duly  received,  and  submitted  to  Secretary 
Seward.  He  makes  a  response  which  I  here- 
with inclose  to  you.  I  add  for  myself  that  I  am 
for  the  regular  nominee  in  all  cases,  and  that  no 
one  could  be  more  satisfactory  to  me  as  the 
nominee  in  that  district  than  Mr.  [Roscoe] 
Conkling.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  there  [are] 
not  others  as  good  as  he  in  the  district;  but  I 
think  I  know  him  to  be  at  least  good  enough. 

Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Executive   Mansion,   Washington,    D.    C, 

August  17,  1864.     10.30  A.  M. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 
I  have  seen  your  despatch  expressing  your  un- 
willingness to  break  your  hold  where  you  are. 
Neither  am  I  willing.  Hold  on  with  a  bull- 
dog grip,  and  chew  and  choke  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Unfinished  Draft  of  Letter  to  Charles  D. 

Robinson 

Executive   Mansion,   Washington,   D.   C, 

August  17,  1864. 

My  dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  seventh  was 
placed  in  my  hand  yesterday  by  Governor  Ran- 
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dall.  To  me  it  seems  plain  that  saying  reunion 
and  abandonment  of  slavery  would  be  consid- 
ered, if  ofifered,  is  not  saying  that  nothing  else  or 
less  would  be  considered,  if  ofifered.  But  I  will 
not  stand  upon  the  mere  construction  of  lan- 
guage. It  is  true,  as  you  remind  me,  that  in  the 
Greeley  letter  of  1862  I  said:  "If  I  could  save 
the  Union  without  freeing  any  slave  I  would  do 
it;  and  if  I  could  save  it  by  freeing  all  the  slaves 
I  would  do  it;  and  if  I  could  save  it  by  freeing 
some  and  leaving  others  alone  I  would  also  do 
that."  I  continued  in  the  same  letter  as  follows: 
"What  I  do  about  slavery  and  the  colored  race, 
I  do  because  I  believe  it  helps  to  save  the  Union; 
and  what  I  forbear,  I  forbear  because  I  do  not 
believe  it  would  help  to  save  the  Union.  I  shall 
do  less  whenever  I  shall  believe  what  I  am  do- 
ing hurts  the  cause;  and  I  shall  do  more  when- 
ever I  shall  believe  doing  more  will  help  the 
cause." 

All  this  I  said  in  the  utmost  sincerity;  and  I 
am  as  true  to  the  whole  of  it  now  as  when  I  first 
said  it.  When  I  afterward  proclaimed  emanci- 
pation, and  employed  colored  soldiers,  I  only 
followed  the  declaration  just  quoted  from  the 
Greeley  letter  that  "I  shall  do  more  whenever 
I  shall  believe  doing  more  will  help  the  cause." 
The  way  these  measures  were  to  help  the  cause 
was  not  to  be  by  magic  or  miracles,  but  by  in- 
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ducing  the  colored  people  to  come  bodily  over 
from  the  rebel  side  to  ours.  On  this  point,  near- 
ly a  year  ago,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Conkling,  made 
public  at  once,  I  wrote  as  follows:  "But  ne- 
groes, like  other  people,  act  upon  motives. 
Why  should  they  do  anything  for  us  if  we  will 
do  nothing  for  them?  If  they  stake  their  lives 
for  us  they  must  be  prompted  by  the  strongest 
motive — even  the  promise  of  freedom.  And  the 
promise  being  made,  must  be  kept."  I  am  sure 
you  will  not,  on  due  reflection,  say  that  the 
promise  being  made  must  be  broken  at  the  first 
opportunity.  I  am  sure  you  would  not  desire 
me  to  say,  or  to  leave  an  inference,  that  I  am 
ready,  whenever  convenient,  to  join  In  reenslav- 
ing  those  who  shall  have  served  us  in  considera- 
tion of  our  promise.  As  matter  of  morals,  could 
such  treachery  by  any  possibility  escape  the 
curses  of  heaven,  or  of  any  good  man?  As  mat- 
ter of  policy,  to  announce  such  a  purpose  would 
ruin  the  Union  cause  Itself.  All  recruiting  of 
colored  men  would  Instantly  cease  and  all  col- 
ored men  now  in  our  service  would  instantly  de- 
sert us.  And  rightfully,  too.  Why  should  they 
give  their  lives  for  us,  with  full  notice  of  our 
purpose  to  betray  them?  Drive  back  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  rebellion  the  physical  force  which  the 
colored  people  now  give  and  promise  us,  and 
neither  the  present,  nor  any  coming,  administra- 
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tion  can  save  the  Union.  Take  from  us  and  give 
to  the  enemy  the  hundred  and  thirty,  forty,  or 
fifty  thousand  colored  persons  now  serving  us  as 
soldiers,  seamen,  and  laborers,  and  we  cannot 
longer  maintain  the  contest.  The  party  who 
could  elect  a  President  on  a  War  and  Slavery 
Restoration  platform  would,  of  necessity,  lose 
the  colored  force;  and  that  force  being  lost, 
would  be  as  powerless  to  save  the  Union  as  to  do 
any  other  impossible  thing. 

It  is  not  a  question  of  sentiment  or  taste,  but 
one  of  physical  force,  which  may  be  measured 
and  estimated,  as  horse-power  and  steam-power 
are  measured  and  estimated.  And,  by  measure- 
ment, it  is  more  than  we  can  lose  and  live.  Nor 
can  we,  by  discarding  it,  get  a  white  force  in 
place  of  it.  There  is  a  witness  in  every  white 
man's  bosom  that  he  would  rather  go  to  the  war 
having  the  negro  to  help  him  than  to  help  the 
enemy  against  him.  It  is  not  the  giving  of  one 
class  for  another — it  is  simply  giving  a  large 
force  to  the  enemy  for  nothing  in  return.  In 
addition  to  what  I  have  said,  allow  me  to  remind 
you  that  no  one,  having  control  of  the  rebel 
armies,  or,  in  fact,  having  any  influence  what- 
ever in  the  rebellion,  has  offered,  or  intimated, 
a  willingness  to  a  restoration  of  the  Union,  in 
any  event,  or  on  any  condition  whatever.  Let 
it  be  constantly  borne  in  mind  that  no  such  offer 
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has  been  made  or  intimated.  Shall  we  be  weak 
enough  to  allow  the  enemy  to  distract  us  with 
an  abstract  question  which  he  himself  refuses  to 
present  as  a  practical  one?  In  the  Conkling 
letter  before  mentioned,  I  said:  "Whenever 
you  shall  have  conquered  all  resistance  to  the 
Union,  if  I  shall  urge  you  to  continue  fighting, 
it  will  be  an  apt  time  then  to  declare  that  you 
will  not  fight  to  free  negroes."  I  repeat  this 
now.  If  Jefferson  Davis  wishes  for  himself, 
or  for  the  benefit  of  his  friends  at  the  North,  to 
know  what  I  would  do  if  he  were  to  offer  peace 
and  reunion,  saying  nothing  about  slavery,  let 
him  try  me. 

Proclamation     Concerning     Commercial 
Regulations,  August  18,  1864 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America: 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  28th  of 
September,  1850,  entitled  "An  act  to  create  ad- 
ditional collection  districts  in  the  State  of  Cal- 
ifornia, and  to  change  the  existing  districts 
therein,  and  to  modify  the  existing  collection 
districts  in  the  United  States,"  extends  to  mer- 
chandise warehoused  under  bond  the  privilege 
of  being  exported  to  the  British  North  Ameri- 
can provinces  adjoining  the  United  States,  in  the 
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manner  prescribed  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1845,  which  designates  certain 
frontier  ports  through  which  merchandise  may 
be  exported,  and  further  provides  "that  such 
other  ports,  situated  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  States  adjoining  the  British  North 
American  provinces,  as  may  hereafter  be  found 
expedient,  may  have  extended  to  them  the  like 
privileges,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  proclamation  duly 
made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
specially  designating  the  ports  to  which  the 
aforesaid  privileges  are  to  be  extended." 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim 
that  the  port  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, is  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
in  regard  to  the  exportation  of  merchandise  in 
bond  to  the  British  North  American  provinces 
adjoining  the  United  States,  which  are  extended 
to  the  ports  enumerated  in  the  seventh  section 
of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1845, 
aforesaid,  from  and  after  the  date  of  this  proc- 
lamation. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  affixed. 
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Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  eight- 
eenth day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  and 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  eighty-ninth. 
[L.  s.]  A.  Lincoln. 

By  the  President:  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Address   to   the    164TH    Ohio    Regiment, 
•■  August  18,  1864 

Soldiers:  You  are  about  to  return  to  your 
homes  and  your  friends,  after  having,  as  I  learn, 
performed  in  camp  a  comparatively  short  term 
of  duty  in  this  great  contest.  I  am  greatly 
obliged  to  you,  and  to  all  who  have  come  for- 
ward at  the  call  of  their  country.  I  wish  it 
might  be  more  generally  and  universally  under- 
stood what  the  country  is  now  engaged  in.  We 
have,  as  all  will  agree,  a  free  government,  where 
every  man  has  a  right  to  be  equal  with  every 
other  man.  In  this  great  struggle,  this  form 
of  government  and  every  form  of  human  right 
is  endangered  if  our  enemies  succeed.  There 
is  more  involved  in  this  contest  than  is  realized 
by  every  one.  There  is  involved  in  this  struggle 
the  question  whether  your  children  and  my  chil- 
dren shall  enjoy  the  privileges  we  have  enjoyed. 
I  say  this  in  order  to  impress  upon  you,  if  you 
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are  not  already  so  impressed,  that  no  small  mat- 
ter should  divert  us  from  our  great  purpose. 

There  may  be  some  inequalities  in  the  prac- 
tical application  of  our  system.  It  is  fair  that 
each  man  shall  pay  taxes  in  exact  proportion  to 
the  value  of  his  property;  but  if  we  should  w^ait 
before  collecting  a  tax,  to  adjust  the  taxes  upon 
each  man  in  exact  proportion  with  every  other 
man,  we  should  never  collect  any  tax  at  all. 
There  may  be  mistakes  made  sometimes;  things 
may  be  done  wrong;  while  the  officers  of  the 
government  do  all  they  can  to  prevent  mistakes. 
But  I  beg  of  you,  as  citizens  of  this  great  re- 
public, not  to  let  your  minds  be  carried  off  from 
the  great  work  we  have  before  us.  This  strug- 
gle is  too  large  for  you  to  be  diverted  from  it 
by  any  small  matter.  When  you  return  to  your 
homes,  rise  up  to  the  height  of  a  generation  of 
men  worthy  of  a  free  government,  and  we  will 
carry  out  the  great  work  we  have  commenced. 
I  return  to  you  my  sincere  thanks,  soldiers,  for 
the  honor  you  have  done  me  this  afternoon. 

*Telegram  to  Colonel  G.  W.  Bridges 

Executive    Mansion,    Washington,    D.    C, 

August  18,  1864. 

George  W.  Bridges,  Nashville,  Tenn.:  If 
Governor  Andrew  Johnson  thinks  execution  of 
sentence  in  case  of  William  R.  Bridges  should 
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be  further  suspended,  and  will  request  it,  the 
President  will  order  it. 

Jno.  G.  Nicolay,  Private  Secretary. 

Note  to  D.  S.  D.  Baldwin 

Executive   Mansion,   Washington,    D.    C, 

August  19,  1864. 

Dear  Sir:  The  President  never  interferes 
with  the  details  of  army  organization,  and  the 
note  of  Hon.  D.  S.  Dickinson,  accompanying 
your  application  of  the  17th  instant,  is  returned, 
as  it  is  presumed  it  wmU  have  as  much  weight 
with  General  Patrick,  as  if  it  were  directed  to 
him  instead  of  Major-General  Burnside. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
Jno.  G.  Nicolay,  Private  Secretary. 

*Telegram  to  General  B.  F.  Butler 

Executive  Mansion,  August  20,   1864. 
Major-General   Butler,    Bermuda    Hundred, 
Va.:     Please  allow  Judge  Snead  to  go  to  his 
family  on  Eastern  Shore,  or  give  me  some  good 
reason  why  not.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Order  for  the  Release  of  Joseph  Howard 

Executive  Mansion,  August  22,  1864 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

My  dear  Sir:     I  very  much  wish  to  oblige 
Henry  Ward  Beecher    by  releasing  Howard; 
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but  I  wish  you  to  be  satisfied  when  it  is  done. 
What  say  you?  Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

I  have  no  objection  if  you  think  it  right — 
and  this  a  proper  time.  E.  M.  S. 

Let  Howard,  imprisoned  in  regard  to  the 
bogus  proclamation,  be  discharged. 

A.  Lincoln. 

August  23,  1864. 

Address   to   the    i66th    Ohio    Regiment, 

August  22,  1864 

Soldiers:  I  suppose  you  are  going  home  to 
see  your  families  and  friends.  For  the  services 
you  have  done  in  this  great  struggle  in  which 
we  are  all  engaged,  I  present  you  sincere  thanks 
for  myself  and  the  country. 

I  almost  always  feel  inclined,  when  I  happen 
to  say  anything  to  soldiers,  to  impress  upon 
them,  in  a  few  brief  remarks,  the  importance  of 
success  in  this  contest.  It  is  not  merely  for  to- 
day, but  for  all  time  to  come,  that  we  should 
perpetuate  for  our  children's  children  that  great 
and  free  government  which  we  have  enjoyed  all 
our  lives.  I  beg  you  to  remember  this,  not 
merely  for  my  sake,  but  for  yours.  I  happen, 
temporarily,   to  occupy  this  White   House.     I 
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am  a  living  witness  that  any  one  of  your  chil- 
dren may  look  to  come  here  as  my  father's  child 
has.  It  is  in  order  that  each  one  of  you  may 
have,  through  this  free  government  which  we 
have  enjoyed,  an  open  field  and  a  fair  chance 
for  your  industry,  enterprise,  and  intelligence; 
that  you  may  all  have  equal  privileges  in  the 
race  of  life,  with  all  its  desirable  human  aspira- 
tions. It  is  for  this  the  struggle  should  be 
maintained,  that  we  may  not  lose  our  birthright 
— not  only  for  one,  but  for  two  or  three  years. 
The  nation  is  worth  fighting  for,  to  secure  such 
an  inestimable  jewel. 

Memorandum 

Executive  Mansion,  August  23,  1864. 
This  morning,  as  for  some  days  past,  it  seems 
exceedingly  probable   that   this   administration 
will  not  be  reelected.^     Then  it  will  be  my  duty 

*  We  copy  from  the  MS.  diary  of  one  of  the  President's  sec- 
retaries under  date  of  November  11,  1864,  the  following  passage 
relating  to  this  incident :  "  At  the  meeting  of  the  Cabinet  to-day 
the  President  took  out  a  paper  from  his  desk  and  said :  '  Gen- 
tlemen, do  you  remember  last  summer  I  asked  you  all  to  sign 
your  names  to  the  back  of  a  paper  of  which  I  did  not  show 
you  the  inside?  This  is  it.  Now,  Mr.  Hay,  see  if  you  can 
open  this  without  tearing  it.'  He  had  pasted  it  up  in  so  singu- 
lar a  style  that  it  required  some  cutting  to  get  it  open.  He 
then  read  this  memorandum  [given  in  the  text  above].  The 
President  said :  '  You  will  remember  that  this  was  written  at 
the  time,  six  days  before  the  Chicago  nominating  convention, 
when  as  yet  we  had  no  adversary  and  seemed  to  have  no  friends. 
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to  so  cooperate  with  the  President-elect  as  to 
save  the  Union  between  the  election  and  the  in- 
auguration; as  he  will  have  secured  his  election 
on  such  ground  that  he  cannot  possibly  save  it 
afterward.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Draft  of  Instructions  to  Henry  J.  Ray- 
mond^ 

(Not  Sent  or  Used.) 

Executive  Mansion,  August  24,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  forthwith  and  obtain, 
if  possible,  a  conference  for  peace  with  Honor- 
able Jefferson  Davis,  or  any  person  by  him  au- 
thorized for  that  purpose.  You  will  address 
him  in  entirely  respectful  terms,  at  all  events, 

I  then  solemnly  resolved  on  the  course  of  action  indicated  in 
this  paper.  I  resolved  in  case  of  the  election  of  General  Mc- 
Clellan,  being  certain  that  he  would  be  the  candidate,  that  I 
would  see  him  and  talk  matters  over  with  him.  I  would  say, 
"  General,  the  election  has  demonstrated  that  you  are  stronger, 
have  more  influence  with  the  American  people  than  I.  Now  let 
us  together,  you  with  your  influence  and  I  with  all  the  execu- 
tive power  of  the  government,  try  to  save  the  country.  You 
raise  as  many  troops  as  you  possibly  can  for  this  final  trial,  and 
I  will  devote  all  my  energies  to  assist  and  finish  the  war."  ' 

"  Seward  said,  '  And  the  General  would  have  answered  you, 
"  Yes,  yes,"  and  the  next  day  when  you  saw  him  again  and 
pressed  these  views  upon  him  he  would  have  said,  "  Yes,  yes," 
and  so  on   forever,  and  would  have  done  nothing  at  all.' 

" '  At  least,'  said  Lincoln,  '  I  should  have  done  niy  duty,  and 
have  stood  clear  before  my  own  conscience.' " 

"Abraham  Lincoln:     A   History,"   IX,  251. —  N.  and  H. 
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and  in  any  that  may  be  indispensable  to  secure 
the  conference.  At  said  conference  you  will 
propose,  on  behalf  of  this  government,  that  upon 
the  restoration  of  the  Union  and  the  national 
authority,  the  war  shall  cease  at  once,  all  re- 
maining questions  to  be  left  for  adjustment  by 
peaceful  modes.  If  this  be  accepted,  hostilities 
to  cease  at  once.  If  it  be  not  accepted,  you  will 
then  request  to  be  informed  what  terms,  if  any, 
embracing  the  restoration  of  the  Union  would 
be  accepted.  If  any  such  be  presented  you  in 
answer,  you  will  forthwith  report  the  same  to 
this  government,  and  await  further  instructions. 
If  the  presentation  of  any  terms  embracing  the 
restoration  of  the  Union  be  declined,  you  will 
then  request  to  be  informed  what  terms  of  peace 
would  be  accepted;  and,  on  receiving  any  an- 
swer, report  the  same  to  this  government,  and 
await  further  instructions. 

*Telegram  to  Governor  Axdrev/  Johnson 

Executive    Mansion,    Washington,    D.    C, 

August  26,  1864. 

Gov.  Johnson,  Nashville,  Tenn.:  Thanks  to 
General  Gillam  for  making  the  news  and  also 
to  you  for  sending  it.  Does  Joe  Heiskell's 
''Walking  to  meet  us"  mean  any  more  than  that 
"Joe"  was  scared  and  wanted  to  save  his  skin? 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Note  to  Secretary  Stanton 

Executive  Mansion,  August  27,  1864. 
My  dear  Sir:  If  General  Sigel  has  asked 
for  an  inquiry,  let  him  have  it,  if  there  is  not 
some  insurmountable,  or  at  least,  very  serious 
obstacle.  He  is  fairly  entitled  to  this  considera- 
tion.       Yours  truly,  A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Washington  City,  August  28,    1864. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant:  There  appears 
to  be  doubt  whether  the  report  of  Fort  Morgan 
being  in  our  possession  is  in  the  Richmond 
papers.  Did  you  see  the  Richmond  paper  con- 
taining the  statement?  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Executive  Mansion,  August  29,   1864. 
Lieut.-Gen.    Grant:     Colonel  T.   Worthing- 
ton  of  Ohio  is  here,  wishing  to  visit  you.     I  will 
send  him  if  you  say  so,  otherwise  not. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  Mrs.  Lincoln 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  31,  1864. 
Mrs.    A.    Lincoln,    Manchester,    Ft.:     All 
reasonably  well.     Bob  not  here  yet.     How  is 
dear  Tad?  A.  LINCOLN. 
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Order  Concerning  Cotton 

Executive  Mansion,  Aupjust  31,   1864. 

Any  person  or  persons  engaged  in  bringing 
out  cotton,  in  strict  conformity  with  authority 
given  by  W.  P.  Fessenden,  Secretary  of  the 
United  States  Treasury,  must  not  be  hindered  by 
the  War,  Navy,  or  any  other  Department  of  the 
government,  or  any  person  engaged  under  any  of 
said  departments.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Address   to   the    148TH    Ohio    Regiment, 

August  31,  1864 

SOLDIERS  of  the  \j[%th  Ohio:  I  am  most 
happy  to  meet  you  on  this  occasion.  I 
understand  that  it  has  been  your  honorable 
privilege  to  stand,  for  a  brief  period,  in  the  de- 
fense of  your  country,  and  that  now  you  are  on 
your  way  to  your  homes.  I  congratulate  you, 
and  those  who  are  waiting  to  bid  you  welcome 
home  from  the  war;  and  permit  me  in  the  name 
of  the  people  to  thank  you  for  the  part  you  have 
taken  in  this  struggle  for  the  life  of  the  nation. 
You  are  soldiers  of  the  republic,  everywhere 
honored  and  respected.  Whenever  I  appear  be- 
fore a  body  of  soldiers  I  feel  tempted  to  talk  to 
them  of  the  nature  of  the  struggle  in  which  we  are 
engaged.  I  look  upon  it  as  an  attempt  on  the 
one  hand  to  overwhelm  and  destroy  the  national 
existence,  while  on  our  part  we  are  striving  to 
maintain  the  government  and  institutions  of  our 
fathers,  to  enjoy  them  ourselves,  and  transmit 
them  to  our  children  and  our  children's  children 
forever. 

To  do  this  the  constitutional   administration 
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of  our  government  must  be  sustained,  and  I  beg 
of  you  not  to  allow  your  minds  or  your  hearts  to 
be  diverted  from  the  support  of  all  necessary 
measures  for  that  purpose,  by  any  miserable 
picayune  arguments  addressed  to  your  pockets, 
or  inflammatory  appeals  made  to  your  passions 
and  your  prejudices. 

It  is  vain  and  foolish  to  arraign  this  man  or 
that  for  the  part  he  has  taken  or  has  not  taken, 
and  to  hold  the  government  responsible  for  his 
acts.  In  no  administration  can  there  be  perfect 
equality  of  action  and  uniform  satisfaction  ren- 
dered by  all. 

But  this  government  must  be  preserved  in 
spite  of  the  acts  of  any  man  or  set  of  men.  It  is 
worthy  of  your  every  effort.  Nowhere  in  the 
world  is  presented  a  government  of  so  much 
liberty  and  equality.  To  the  humblest  and 
poorest  amongst  us  are  held  out  the  highest 
privileges  and  positions.  The  present  moment 
finds  me  at  the  White  House,  yet  there  is  as 
good  a  chance  for  your  children  as  there  was  for 
my  father's. 

Again  I  admonish  you  not  to  be  turned  from 
your  stern  purpose  of  defending  our  beloved 
country  and  its  free  institutions  by  any  argu- 
ments urged  by  ambitious  and  designing  men, 
but  to  stand  fast  for  the  Union  and  the  old  flag. 

Soldiers,  I  bid  you  God-speed  to  your  homes. 
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Letter  to  Colonel  H.  C.  Huidekoper 

Executive   Mansion,   Washington,    D.    C, 

September  i,  1864. 
Sir:  It  is  represented  to  me  that  there  are  at 
Rock  Island,  Illinois,  as  rebel  prisoners  of  war, 
many  persons  of  Northern  and  foreign  birth 
who  are  unwilling  to  be  exchanged  and  sent 
South,  but  who  wish  to  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  enter  the  military  service  of  the 
Union.  Colonel  Huidekoper,  on  behalf  of  the 
people  of  some  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  wishes  to 
pay  the  bounties  the  government  would  have  to 
pay  to  proper  persons  of  this  class,  have  them 
enter  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  be 
credited  to  the  localities  furnishing  the  bounty 
money.  He  will  therefore  proceed  to  Rock 
Island,  ascertain  the  names  of  such  persons  (not 
including  any  who  have  attractions  Southward), 
and  telegraph  them  to  the  Provost-Marshal- 
General  here,  whereupon  direction  will  be  given 
to  discharge  the  persons  named  upon  their  tak- 
ing the  oath  of  allegiance;  and  then  upon  the 
official  evidence  being  furnished  that  they  shall 
have  been  duly  received  and  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  their  number  will 
be  credited  as  may  be  directed  by  Colonel 
Huidekoper. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
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Telegrams  to   Postmaster-General   Blair 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  i,  1864. 
Hon.  M.  Blair,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.:     Please 
return  here  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Executive  Mansion,  September  3,  1864. 
Hon.  M.  Blair,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.:     Please 
come  at  once.     Don't  delay.     Answer  when  you 
will  be  here.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Proclamation  of  Thanksgiving 

Executive  Mansion,  September  3,  1864. 
The  signal  success  that  divine  Providence  has 
recently  vouchsafed  to  the  operations  of  the 
United  States  fleet  and  army  in  the  harbor  of 
Mobile,  and  the  reduction  of  Fort  Powell,  Fort 
Gaines,  and  Fort  Morgan,  and  the  glorious 
achievements  of  the  army  under  Major-General 
Sherman,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  resulting  in 
the  capture  of  the  city  of  Atlanta,  call  for  devout 
acknowledgment  to  the  Supreme  Being  in  whose 
hands  are  the  destinies  of  nations.  It  is  there- 
fore requested  that  on  next  Sunday,  in  all  places 
of  worship  in  the  United  States,  thanksgivings 
be  offered  to  him  for  his  mercy  in  preserving 
our  national  existence  against  the  insurgent 
rebels    who   have    been    waging    a   cruel    war 
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against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for 
its  overthrow;  and  also  that  prayer  be  made  for 
divine  protection  to  our  brave  soldiers  and  their 
leaders  in  the  field,  who  have  so  often  and  so 
gallantly  periled  their  lives  in  battling  with  the 
enemy;  and  for  blessings  and  comfort  from  the 
Father,  of  mercies  to  the  sick,  wounded,  and 
prisoners,  and  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of 
those  who  have  fallen  in  the  service  of  their 
country,  and  that  he  will  continue  to  uphold  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  against  all 
the  efforts  of  public  enemies  and  secret  foes. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Orders  of  Thanks  and  Rejoicing 

Executive  Mansion,  September  3,  1864. 
The  national  thanks  are  tendered  by  the 
President  to  Admiral  Farragut  and  Major- 
General  Canby  for  the  skill  and  harmony  with 
which  the  recent  operations  in  Mobile  Harbor, 
and  against  Fort  Powell,  Fort  Gaines,  and  Fort 
Morgan,  were  planned  and  carried  into  execu- 
tion. Also  to  Admiral  Farragut  and  Major- 
General  Granger,  under  whose  immediate  com- 
mand they  were  conducted,  and  to  the  gallant 
commanders  on  sea  and  land,  and  to  the  sailors 
and  soldiers  engaged  in  the  operations,  for  their 
energy  and  courage,  which,  under  the  blessing 
of  Providence,  have  been  crowned  with  brilliant 
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success,  and  have  won  for  them  the  applause 
and  thanks  of  the  nation. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Executive  Mansion,  September  3,  1864. 
The  national  thanks  are  tendered  by  the 
President  to  Major-General  William  T.  Sher- 
man, and  the  gallant  officers  and  soldiers  of  his 
command  before  Atlanta,  for  the  distinguished 
ability,  courage,  and  perseverance  displayed  in 
the  campaign  in  Georgia,  which,  under  divine 
favor,  has  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Atlanta. 
The  marches,  battles,  sieges,  and  other  military 
operations  that  have  signalized  the  campaign 
must  render  it  famous  in  the  annals  of  war,  and 
have  entitled  those  who  have  participated  there- 
in to  the  applause  and  thanks  of  the  nation. 

Abraham  Lincoln, 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Executive  Mansion,  September  3,  1864. 
Ordered:  First.  That  on  Monday,  the  fifth 
day  of  September,  commencing  at  the  hour  of 
twelve  o'clock  noon,  there  shall  be  given  a  salute 
of  one  hundred  guns  at  the  arsenal  and  navy- 
yard,  at  Washington,  and  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  of 
September  or  on  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this 
order,  at  each  arsenal  and  navy-yard  in  the 
United  States,  for  the  recent  brilliant  achieve- 
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ments  of  the  fleet  and  land  forces  of  the  United 
States  in  the  harbor  of  Mobile,  and  in  the  re- 
duction of  Fort  Powell,  Fort  Gaines,  and  Fort 
Morgan.  The  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  will  issue  the  necessary  di- 
rections in  their  respective  departments  for  the 
execution  of  this  order. 

Second.  That  on  Wednesday  the  7th  of 
September,  commencing  at  the  hour  of  twelve 
o'clock  noon,  there  shall  be  fired  a  salute  of  one 
hundred  guns  at  the  arsenal  at  Washington,  and 
at  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
Pittsburg,  Newport  (Ky.),  and  St.  Louis,  and 
New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  Pensacola,  Hilton 
Head,  and  Newbern,  the  day  after  the  receipt  of 
this  order,  for  the  brilliant  achievements  of  the 
army  under  command  of  Major-General  Sher- 
man, in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  for  the  cap- 
ture of  Atlanta.  The  Secretary  of  War  will 
issue  directions  for  the  execution  of  this  order. 

Abraham  Lincoln, 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Telegram  to  General  S.  G.  Burbridge 

Executive  Mansion,  September  4,  1864. 

General  Burbridge,  Lexington,  Ky.:     Judge 

Swayne,  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court, 

appeals  to  me  in  favor  of  a  man  by  the  name  of 

A.  Harris,  said  to  be  in  custody  at  Louisville, 
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on  charge  of  belonging  to  the  secret  order  so 
much  spoken  of.  Harris  avers  that  he  does  not 
belong  to  it,  and  the  judge  declares  he  believes 
him.     Please  have  the  case  examined. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Eliza  P.  Gurney 

Executive  Mansion,  September  4,  1864. 
My  esteemed  Friend:  I  have  not  forgotten 
-probably  never  shall  forget — the  very  im- 
pressive occasion  when  yourself  and  friends 
visited  me  on  a  Sabbath  forenoon  two  years  ago. 
Nor  has  your  kind  letter,  written  nearly  a  year 
later,  ever  been  forgotten.  In  all  it  has  been 
your  purpose  to  strengthen  my  reliance  on  God. 
I  am  much  indebted  to  the  good  Christian 
people  of  the  country  for  their  constant  prayers 
and  consolations ;  and  to  no  one  of  them  more 
than  to  yourself.  The  purposes  of  the  Al- 
mighty are  perfect,  and  must  prevail,  though  yvt 
erring  mortals  may  fail  to  accurately  perceive 
them  in  advance.  We  hoped  for  a  happy  ter- 
mination of  this  terrible  war  long  before  this; 
but  God  knows  best,  and  has  ruled  otherwise. 
We  shall  yet  acknowledge  his  wisdom,  and  our 
own  error  therein.  Meanwhile  we  must  work 
earnestly  in  the  best  lights  he  gives  us,  trusting 
that  so  working  still  conduces  to  the  great  ends 
he  ordains.     Surely  he  intends  some  great  good 
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to  follow  this  mighty  convulsion,  which  no 
mortal  could  make,  and  no  mortal  could  stay. 
Your  people,  the  Friends,  have  had,  and  are 
having,  a  very  great  trial.  On  principle  and 
faith  opposed  to  both  war  and  oppression,  they 
can  only  practically  oppose  oppression  by  war. 
In  this  hard  dilemma  some  have  chosen  one 
horn,  and  some  the  other.  For  those  appealing 
to  me  on  conscientious  grounds,  I  have  done, 
and  shall  do,  the  best  I  could  and  can,  in  my 
own  conscience,  under  my  oath  to  the  law. 
That  you  believe  this  I  doubt  not;  and,  believ- 
ing it,  I  shall  still  receive  for  our  country  and 
myself  your  earnest  prayers  to  our  Father  in 
heaven.         Your  sincere  friend, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Reply  to  Senor  Blas  Bruzual,    Minister 
FROM  Venezuela,  September  5,  1864 

Mr.  Bruzual:  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  re- 
ceive and  welcome  to  the  United  States  a  repre- 
sentative of  Venezuela. 

Venezuela,  almost  centrally  situated  among 
American  republics,  holds  a  position  commer- 
cially advantageous  and  politically  important. 
Endowed  by  nature  with  capacity  for  rich  and 
varied  production,  it  extends  over  a  broad  ter- 
ritory, embracing  vast  resources  yet  to  be  de- 
veloped.    Guided  by  the  principles  of  republi- 
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can  government  and  advancing  civilization,  it 
adopts  institutions  which  have  contributed 
largely  to  the  growth  of  the  countries  of  this 
continent  in  the  past,  and  which  form  the  basis 
of  high  and  cherished  aspirations  for  their 
future. 

The  government  and  people  of  the  United 
States  cannot  but  feel  a  deep  interest  and 
earnest  sympathy  in  the  peace,  the  prosperity, 
and  the  progress  of  Venezuela. 

Thanking  you  for  the  friendly  sentiments 
toward  the  United  States  which  you  have  ex- 
pressed, I  pray  you  to  accept  the  assurance  of 
my  best  wishes  that  your  sojourn  in  our  country 
may  be  agreeable  to  yourself  and  satisfactory  to 
the  government  which  you  represent. 

Reply  to  CommTttee  of  Colored  People  of 
Baltimore  Who  Presented  Him  With 
A  Bible,  September  7,  1864 

This  occasion  would  seem  fitting  for  a  lengthy 
response  to  the  address  which  you  have  just 
made.  I  would  make  one  if  prepared;  but  I 
am  not.  I  would  promise  to  respond  in  writing 
had  not  experience  taught  me  that  business  will 
not  allow  me  to  do  so.  I  can  only  now  say,  as 
I  have  often  before  said,  it  has  always  been  a 
sentiment  with  me  that  all  mankind  should  be 
free.     So  far  as  able,  within  my  sphere,  I  have 
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always  acted  as  I  believe  to  be  right  and  just; 
and  I  have  done  all  I  could  for  the  good  of  man- 
kind generally.  In  letters  and  documents  sent 
from  this  office  I  have  expressed  myself  better 
than  I  now  can.  In  regard  to  this  great  book, 
I  have  but  to  say,  it  is  the  best  gift  God  has  given 
to  man. 

All  the  good  Saviour  gave  to  the  world  was 
communicated  through  this  book.  But  for  it 
we  could  not  know  right  from  wrong.  All 
things  most  desirable  for  man's  welfare,  here 
and  hereafter,  are  to  be  found  portrayed  in  it. 
To  you  I  return  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the 
very  elegant  copy  of  the  great  Book  of  God 
which  you  present. 

^Telegrams  Concerning  Edward  Conley 

Executive  Mansion,  September  8,  1864. 
Governor  Smith,  Providence,  R.  I.:  Yours 
of  yesterday  about  Edward  Conley  received. 
Don't  remember  receiving  anything  else  from 
you  on  the  subject.  Please  telegraph  me  at  once 
the  grounds  on  which  you  request  his  punish- 
ment to  be  commuted.  A.  LINCOLN. 

War  Department,  September  8,  1864. 
General  Slough,  Alexandria,  Va.:     Edward 
Conley's  execution  is  respited  to  one  week  from 
to-morrow.     Act  accordingly.     A.  LINCOLN. 
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Telegram  to  Mrs.  Lincoln 

Executive  Mansion,  September  8,  1864. 

Mrs.  A.  Lincoln,  Manchester,  Ft.:  All  well, 
including  Tad's  pony  and  the  goats.  Mrs. 
Colonel  Dimmick  died  night  before  last.  Bob 
left  Sunday  afternoon.  Said  he  did  not  know 
whether  he  should  see  you.  A.  Lincoln. 

*Telegram  to  Governor  W.  Pickering 

War  Department,  September  8,  1864. 

Governor  Pickering,  Olympia,  W.  T .:  Your 
patriotic  dispatch  of  yesterday  received  and  will 
be  published.  A.  Lincoln. 

Order  of  Thanks  to  Hundred-Day  Troops 

FROM  Ohio 

Executive  Mansion,  September  10,  1864. 
The  term  of  one  hundred  days,  for  which  the 
National  Guard  of  Ohio  volunteered,  having 
expired,  the  President  directs  an  official  ac- 
knowledgment of  their  patriotism  and  valuable 
services  during  the  recent  campaign.  The 
term  of  service  of  their  enlistment  was  short, 
but  distinguished  by  memorable  events  in  the 
valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  on  the  Peninsula,  in 
the  operations  of  the  James  River,  around 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  in  the  battle  of  Mo- 
nocacy,    in   the   intrenchments   of   Washington, 
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and  in  other  important  service.  The  National 
Guard  of  Ohio  performed  with  alacrity  the 
duty  of  patriotic  volunteers,  for  which  they  are 
entitled,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  through  the 
governor  of  their  State,  the  national  thanks. 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  directed  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  this  order  to  the  Governor  of  Ohio, 
and  to  cause  a  certificate  of  their  honorable  serv- 
ice to  be  delivered  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Ohio  National  Guard  who  recently  served 
in  the  military  force  of  the  United  States  as 
volunteers  for  one  hundred  days. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

*Telegram  to  Mrs.  Lincoln 

War  Department,  September  ii,  1864. 
Mrs.    A.    Lincoln,    New    York:     All    well. 
What  day  will  you  be  home?     Four  days  ago 
sent  dispatch  to  Manchester,  Vt.,  for  you. 

A.  Lincoln, 

Unfinished  Draft  of  Letter  to  Isaac  M. 
schermerhorn 

Executive  Mansion,  September  12,  1864. 

My  dear  Sir:  Yours  inviting  me  to  attend  a 
Union  mass-meeting  at  Buffalo  is  received. 
Much  is  being  said  about  peace,  and  no  man  de- 
sires peace  more  ardently  than  L  Still,  I  am 
yet  unprepared  to  give  up  the  Union  for  a  peace 
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which,  so  achieved,  could  not  be  of  much 
duration.  The  preservation  of  our  Union  was 
not  the  sole  avowed  object  for  which  the  war 
was  commenced.  It  was  commenced  for  pre- 
cisely the  reverse  object — to  destroy  our  Union. 
The  insurgents  commenced  it  by  firing  upon 
the  Star  of  the  West  and  on  Fort  Sumter,  and 
by  other  similar  acts.  It  is  true,  however,  that 
the  administration  accepted  the  war  thus  com- 
menced for  the  sole  avowed  object  of  preserving 
our  Union;  and  it  is  not  true  that  it  has  since 
been,  or  will  be,  prosecuted  by  this  administra- 
tion for  any  other  object.  In  declaring  this  I 
only  declare  what  I  can  know  and  do  know  to 
be  true,  and  what  no  other  man  can  know  to  be 
false. 

In  taking  the  various  steps  which  have  led  to 
my  present  position  in  relation  to  the  war,  the 
public  interest  and  my  private  interest  have  been 
perfectly  parallel,  because  in  no  other  way  could 
I  serve  myself  so  well  as  by  truly  serving  the 
Union.  The  whole  field  has  been  open  to  me 
where  to  choose.  No  place-hunting  necessity  has 
been  upon  me  urging  me  to  seek  a  position  of 
antagonism  to  some  other  man,  irrespective  of 
whether  such  position  might  be  favorable  or  un- 
favorable to  the  Union. 

Of  course  I  may  err  in  judgment,  but  my 
present  position  in  reference  to  the  rebellion  is 
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the  result  of  my  best  judgment,  and,  according 
to  that  best  judgment,  it  is  the  only  position 
upon  which  any  executive  can  or  could  save  the 
Union.  Any  substantial  departure  from  it  in- 
sures the  success  of  the  rebellion.  An  armistice 
— a  cessation  of  hostilities — is  the  end  of  the 
struggle,  and  the  insurgents  would  be  in  peace- 
able possession  of  all  that  has  been  struggled  for. 
Any  different  policy  in  regard  to  the  colored 
man  deprives  us  of  his  help,  and  this  is  more 
than  we  can  bear.  We  cannot  spare  the  hun- 
dred and  forty  or  fifty  thousand  now  serving 
us  as  soldiers,  seamen,  and  laborers.  This  is  not 
a  question  of  sentiment  or  taste,  but  one  of 
physical  force,  which  may  be  measured  and  esti- 
mated as  horse-power  and  steam-power  are 
measured  and  estimated.  Keep  it,  and  you  can 
save  the  Union.  Throw  it  away  and  the  Union 
goes  with  it.  Nor  is  it  possible  for  any  admin- 
istration to  retain  the  service  of  these  people  with 
the  express  or  implied  understanding  that,  upon 
the  first  convenient  occasion,  they  are  to  be  re- 
enslaved.     It  cannot  be,  and  it  ought  not  to  be. 

Letter  to  Isaac  M.  Schermerhorn 

(Private.) 
Executive  Mansion,  September  12,  1864. 
My  dear  Sir:    Your  letter,  mentioned  in  your 
two  telegrams,  has  not  yet  reached  me,  so  that  I 
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am  without  knowledge  of  its  particulars.  I  beg 
you  to  pardon  me  for  having  concluded  that  it  is 
not  best  for  me  now  to  write  a  general  letter  to 
a  political  meeting. 

First,  I  believe  it  is  not  customary  for  one 
holding  the  office,  and  being  a  candidate  for  re- 
election, to  do  so;  and,  secondly,  a  public  letter 
must  be  written  with  some  care,  and  at  some 
expense  of  time,  so  that  having  begun  with  your 
meeting,  I  could  not  well  refuse  others,  and  yet 
could  not  get  through  with  all  having  equal 
claims. 

Please  tender  to  those  you  represent,  my  sin- 
cere thanks  for  the  invitation,  and  my  appeal  to 
their  indulgence  for  having  declined  their  re- 
quest.       Yours  very  truly,        A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Executive  Mansion,  September  12,  1864. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant:  Sheridan  and 
Early  are  facing  each  other  at  a  dead-lock. 
Could  we  not  pick  up  a  regiment  here  and 
there,  to  the  number  of  say  ten  thousand  men, 
and  quietly  but  suddenly  concentrate  them  at 
Sheridan's  camp  and  enable  him  to  make  a 
strike? 

This  is  but  a  suggestion. 

Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  to  General  B.  F.  Butler 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  13,  1864. 

Major-General  Butler,  Bermuda  Hundred, 
Fa.:  The  Ames  guns  I  am  under  promise  to 
pay,  or  rather  to  advise  paying,  a  very  high 
price  for,  provided  they  bear  the  test,  and  they 
are  not  yet  tested,  though  I  believe  in  process 
of  being  tested.  I  could  not  be  justified  to  pay 
the  extraordinary  price  without  the  testing.  I 
shall  be  happy  to  let  you  have  some  of  them  as 
soon  as  I  can.     How  comes  on  your  canal? 

A.  Lincoln. 

*Telegram  to  J.  G.  Blaine 

War  Department,  September  13,  1864. 
Hon.  J.  G.  Blaine,  Augusta,  Me.:     On  be- 
half of  the  Union,  thanks  to  Maine.     Thanks  to 
you  personally  for  sending  the  news. 

A.  Lincoln. 
P.  S.— Send  same  to  L.  B.  Smith  and  M.  A. 
Blanchard,  Portland,  Me.  A.  L. 

Telegram  to  General  J.  B.  Steedman 

Executive  Mansion,  September  15,  1864. 

Major-General    .  .Steedman,       Chattanooga, 

Tenn.:     Mrs.  McElrath,  of  East  Tennessee,  is 

here,  saying  she  has  been  sent  away  by  your 

order,  and  appealing  to  me  to  allow  her  to  re- 
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turn  to  her  home.     I  have  told  her  I  will,  if  you 
say  so.     What  say  you?  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  W.  T.  Sherman^ 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  17,  1864.     10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman,  Atlanta,   Georgia: 
I  feel  great  interest  in  the  subjects  of  your  de- 
spatch mentioning  corn  and  sorghum,  and  the 
contemplated  visit  to  you. 

A.  Lincoln, 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Letter  to  General  W.  T.  Sherman  ^ 

Executive  Mansion,  September  ig,  1864. 
Major-General  Sherman:  The  State  elec- 
tion of  Indiana  occurs  on  the  nth  of  October, 
and  the  loss  of  it,  to  the  friends  of  the  govern- 
ment, would  go  far  toward  losing  the  whole 
Union  cause.  The  bad  effect  upon  the  Novem- 
ber election,  and  especially  the  giving  the  State 
government  to  those  who  will  oppose  the  war  in 
every  possible  way,  are  too  much  to  risk,  if  it 
can  possibly  be  avoided.     The  draft  proceeds, 

1  See  Sherman's  Memoirs,  Vol.  II,  pp.  138,  I39- 

2  In  writing  General  Sherman,  Lincoln  rigidly  adhered  to  his 
measures  taken  during  the  summer,  even  were  they  to  cost 
him  the  election,  which  he  feared.  The  July  draft  for  500,000 
volunteers  had  been  the  sorest  point.  Many  Union  men  in  In- 
diana thought  it  would  cost  Lincoln  their  State,  but  when  votes 
were  counted  Indiana  indicated  a  gain  of  30,000  in  two  years. 
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notwithstanding  its  strong  tendency  to  lose  us 
the  State.  Indiana  is  the  only  important  State, 
voting  in  October,  whose  soldiers  cannot  vote  in 
the  field.  Anything  you  can  safely  do  to  let  her 
soldiers,  or  any  part  of  them,  go  home  and  vote 
at  the  State  election  will  be  greatly  in  point. 
They  need  not  remain  for  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion, but  may  return  to  you  at  once.  This  is  in 
no  sense  an  order,  but  is  merely  intended  to  im- 
press you  with  the  importance,  to  the  army  it- 
self, of  your  doing  all  you  safely  can,  yourself 
being  the  judge  of  what  you  can  safely  do. 

Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 
Letter  to  J.  S.  Ten  Eyck 

Executive    Mansion,   Washington,    D.    C, 

September  19,  1864. 
My  dear  Sir:  Dr.  J.  R.  Freese,  now  editor 
of  a  leading  Union  journal  in  New  Jersey,  re- 
sided for  a  time  in  Illinois,  where  and  when  I 
made  his  acquaintance,  and  since  when  I  have 
enjoyed  much  of  his  friendship.  He  is  some- 
what wounded  with  me  now,  that  I  do  not  rec- 
ognize him  as  he  thinks  I  ought.  I  wish  to 
appoint  him  a  provost-marshal  in  your  State. 
May  I  have  your  approval? 

Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  General  P.  Sheridan 

Executive  Mansion,  September  20,  1864. 
Major-General   Sheridan,    Winchester,    Va.: 
Have  just  heard  of  your  great  victory.     God 
bless  you  all,  officers  and  men.     Strongly  in- 
clined to  come  up  and  see  you. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Letter  to  General  E.  R.  S.  Canby 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

September  21,  1864. 

Major-General  Canby:  General  Baily  of 
Rapides  Parish,  Louisiana,  is  vouched  to  me  as 
entirely  trustworthy,  and  appeals  to  me  in  be- 
half of  the  people  in  his  region,  who  he  says  are 
mostly  Union  people,  and  are  in  great  destitu- 
tion— almost  absolute  starvation.  He  says  their 
condition  is  greatly  aggravated  by  General 
Banks's  expedition  up  Red  River,  last  spring,  in 
reliance  upon  which  they  mostly  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance. 

Of  course  what  General  Baily  asks  is  per- 
mission to  carry  provisions  to  them. 

This  I  will  not  give  without  your  consent,  but 
I  will  thank  you  to  hear  and  consider  their  case, 
and  do  for  them  the  best  you  can,  consistently 
with  the  interests  of  the  public  service. 

Yours  truly,  A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Executive  Mansion,  September  22,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant:  I  send  this  as  an 
explanation  to  you,  and  to  do  justice  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  I  was  induced,  upon  pressing 
application,  to  authorize  the  agents  of  one  of 
the  districts  of  Pennsylvania  to  recruit  in  one 
of  the  prison  depots  in  Illinois;  and  the  thing 
went  so  far  before  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Secretary  that,  in  my  judgment,  it  could  not 
be  abandoned  without  greater  evil  than  would 
follow  its  going  through.  I  did  not  know  at 
the  time  that  you  had  protested  against  that  class 
of  thing  being  done;  and  I  now  say  that  while 
this  particular  job  must  be  completed,  no  other 
of  the  sort  will  be  authorized,  without  an  under- 
standing with  you,  if  at  all.  The  Secretary  of 
War  is  wholly  free  of  any  part  in  this  blunder. 
Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  Postmaster-General  Blair 

Executive  Mansion,  September  23,  1864. 
My  dear  Sir:  You  have  generously  said  to 
me  more  than  once  that  whenever  your  resigna- 
tion could  be  a  relief  to  me  it  was  at  my  dis- 
posal. The  time  has  come.  You  very  well 
know  that  this  proceeds  from  no  dissatisfaction 
of  mine  with  you  personally  or  officially.     Your 
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uniform  kindness  has  been  unsurpassed  by  that 
of  any  friend ;  and  while  it  is  true  that  the  war 
does  not  so  greatly  add  to  the  difficulties  of  your 
department  as  to  those  of  some  others,  it  is  yet 
much  to  say,  as  I  most  truly  can,  that  in  the 
three  years  and  a  half  during  which  you  have 
administered  the  general  post-office,  I  remem- 
ber no  single  complaint  against  you  in  connec- 
tion therewith.  Yours,  A.  LINCOLN. 
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Order  Concerning  the  Purchase  of  Prod- 
ucts IN  Insurrectionary  States 

Executive  Mansion,  September  24,  1864. 

I  CONGRESS  having  authorized  the  pur- 
chase for  the  United  States  of  the  prod- 
•  ucts  of  States  declared  in  insurrection, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  having  desig- 
nated New  Orleans,  Memphis,  Nashville,  Pen- 
sacola,  Port  Royal,  Beaufort  (North  Carolina), 
and  Norfolk,  as  places  of  purchase,  and,  with 
my  approval,  appointed  agents  and  made  regu- 
lations under  which  said  products  may  be  pur- 
chased, therefore: 

II.  All  persons  except  such  as  may  be  in  the 
civil,  military,  or  naval  service  of  the  govern- 
ment, having  in  their  possession  any  products  of 
States  or  part  of  States  declared  in  insurrection, 
which  said  agents  are  authorized  to  purchase, 
and  all  persons  owning  or  controlling  such  prod- 
ucts therein  are  authorized  to  convey  such  prod- 
ucts to  either  of  the  places  which  have  been  here- 
by or  may  hereafter  be  designated  as  places  of 
purchase,  and  such  products  so  destined  shall  not 


^ 
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be  liable  to  detention,  seizure,  or  forfeiture  while 
in  transitu,  or  in  store  waiting  transportation. 

III.  Any  person  having  the  certificate  of  a 
purchasing  agent,  as  prescribed  by  Treasury 
Regulation  VIII,  is  authorized  to  pass  with  the 
necessary  means  of  transportation  to  the  points 
named  in  said  certificate,  and  to  return  there- 
from with  the  products  required  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  stipulations  set  forth  in  said  certifi- 
cate. 

IV.  Any  person  having  sold  and  delivered 
to  a  purchasing  agent  any  products  of  an  insur- 
rectionary State  in  accordance  with  the  regula- 
tions in  relation  thereto,  and  having  in  his  pos- 
session a  certificate  setting  forth  the  fact  of  such 
purchase  and  sale,  the  character  and  quantity  of 
products,  and  the  aggregate  amount  paid  there- 
for, as  prescribed  by  Regulation  I,  shall  be  per- 
mitted by  the  military  authority  commanding  at 
the  place  of  sale  to  purchase  from  any  author- 
ized dealer  at  such  place  merchandise  and  other 
articles  not  contraband  of  war  nor  prohibited 
by  order  of  the  War  Department,  nor  coin,  bul- 
lion, or  foreign  exchange,  to  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding in  value  one  third  of  the  aggregate 
value  of  the  products  sold  by  him  as  certified  by 
the  agents  purchasing,  and  the  merchandise  and 
other  articles  so  purchased  may  be  transported 
by  the  same  route,  and  to  the  same  place,  from 
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and  by  which  the  products  sold  and  delivered 
reached  the  purchasing  agent,  as  set  forth  in  the 
certificate,  and  such  merchandise  and  other  ar- 
ticles shall  have  safe  conduct,  and  shall  not  be 
subject  to  detention,  seizure,  or  forfeiture  while 
being  transported  to  the  places  and  by  the  routes 
set  forth  in  the  said  certificate. 

V.  Generals  commanding  military  districts, 
and  commandants  of  military  posts  and  detach- 
ments, and  officers  commanding  fleets,  flotillas, 
and  gunboats,  will  give  safe  conduct  to  persons 
and  products,  merchandise,  and  other  articles 
duly  authorized  as  aforesaid,  and  not  contra- 
band of  war,  or  prohibited  by  order  of  the  War 
Department,  or  of  the  order  of  such  generals 
commanding,  or  other  duly  authorized  military 
or  naval  officer,  made  in  pursuance  hereof,  and 
all  persons  hindering  or  preventing  such  safe 
conduct  of  persons  or  property  will  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  military  ofifense  and  punished  ac- 
cordingly. 

VI.  Any  person  transporting  or  attempting 
to  transport  any  merchandise  or  other  articles 
except  in  pursuance  of  regulations  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  dated  July  29,  1864,  or  in 
pursuance  of  this  order,  or  transporting  or  at- 
tempting to  transport  any  merchandise  or  other 
articles  contraband  of  war  or  forbidden  by  any 
c-der  of  the  War  Department,  will  be  deemed 
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guilty  of  a  military  offense  and  punished  ac- 
cordingly; and  all  products  of  insurrectionary 
States  found  in  transitu  to  any  other  person  or 
place,  than  a  purchasing  agent  and  a  designated 
place  of  purchase  shall  be  seized  and  forfeited 
to  the  United  States,  except  such  as  may  be  mov- 
ing to  a  loyal  State  under  duly  authorized  per- 
mits of  a  proper  officer  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, as  prescribed  by  Regulation  XXXVIII, 
concerning  commercial  intercourse,  dated  July 
29,  1864,  or  such  as  may  have  been  found  aban- 
doned, or  have  been  captured  and  are  moving  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  of  March  12,  1864. 

VII.  No  military  or  naval  officer  of  the 
United  States,  or  person  in  the  military  or  naval 
service,  nor  any  civil  officer,  except  such  as  are 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  shall  engage  in 
trade  or  traffic  in  the  products  of  the  insurrec- 
tionary States,  or  furnish  transportation  there- 
fore under  pain  of  being  deemed  guilty  of  un- 
lawful trading  with  the  enemy  and  punished 
accordingly. 

VIII.  The  Secretary  of  War  will  make  such 
general  orders  or  regulations  as  will  insure  the 
proper  observance  and  execution  of  this  order, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  give  instruc- 
tions to  officers  commanding  fleets,  flotillas,  and 
gunboats  in  conformity  therewith. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  William  Dennison 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  24,  1864. 
Governor    Dennison,     Columbus,     O.:     Mr. 
Blair  has  resigned  and  I  appoint  you  Postmas- 
ter-General.    Come  on  immediately. 

A.  Lincoln 
Telegram  to  S.  G.  Burbridge 

Executive  Mansion,  September  26,  1864. 

Major-General  Burbridge,  Leivington,  Ky.: 
Terrible  complaints  are  being  made  as  to  the 
discharge  of  Meade  at  Louisville.  Please  re- 
port the  particulars  of  the  case,  including 
grounds  of  discharge.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  General  W.  S.  Rosecrans 

Executive  Mansion,  September  26,  1864. 
Major-General  Rosecrans:  One  cannot  al- 
ways safely  disregard  a  report,  even  which  one 
may  not  believe.  I  have  a  report  that  you  in- 
cline to  deny  the  soldiers  the  right  of  attending 
the  election  in  Missouri,  on  the  assumed  ground 
that  they  will  get  drunk  and  make  disturbance. 
Last  year  I  sent  General  Schofield  a  letter  of 
instruction,  dated  October  i,  1863,  which  I  sup- 
pose you  will  find  on  the  files  of  the  department, 
and  which  contains  among  other  things  the  fol- 
lowing:    "At  elections  see  that  those,  and  only 
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those,  are  allowed  to  vote  who  are  entitled  to 
do  so  by  the  laws  of  Missouri,  including  as  of 
those  laws  the  restrictions  laid  by  the  Missouri 
Convention  upon  those  who  may  have  partici- 
pated in  the  rebellion."  This  I  thought  right 
then,  and  think  right  now;  and,  I  may  add,  I  do 
not  remember  that  either  party  complained  after 
the  election  of  General  Schofield's  action  under 
it.  Wherever  the  law  allows  soldiers  to  vote, 
their  officers  must  also  allow  it.  Please  write 
me  on  this  subject.  Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  W.  T.  Sherman 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  27,  1864. 
Major-General  Sherman,  Atlanta,  Ga.:    You 
say  Jefferson  Davis  is  on  a  visit  to  Hood.     I 
judge  that  Brown  and  Stephens  are  the  objects 
of  his  visit.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  William  Dennison 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  27,  1864. 
Governor  Dennison,   Columbus,  O.:     Yours 
received.     Come  so  soon  as  you  can. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  B.  F.  Butler 

Executive  Mansion,  September  27,  1864. 
Major-General   Butler,   Bermuda    Hundred, 
Fa,:    Assistant  Surgeon  William  Crouse  is  here, 


236  Abraham   Lincoln  [Oct.  i 

complaining  that  you  have  dismissed  him,  and 
ordered  him  out  of  the  department.  Please  tele- 
graph me  briefly  the  reasons. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  J.  R.  Cannon 

Executive  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 

September  28,  1864. 

/.  R.  Cannon,  New  Albany,  Ind.:  It  will  be 
impossible  for  me  to  attend  your  ratification 
meeting.    Thank  you  for  the  invitation. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  B.  F.  Butler 

Executive  Mansion,  September  28,  1864. 

Major-General   Butler,    Bermuda   Hundred, 

Va.:    For  what  ofTense  was  the  money  of  John 

H.  Lester  confiscated?     Please  answer,  and,  if 

practicable,  send  me  the  record  of  confiscation. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  29,  1864.     10  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 
I  hope  it  will  have  no  constraint  on  you,  nor  do 
harm  any  way,  for  me  to  say  I  am  a  little  afraid 
lest  Lee  sends  reinforcements  to  Early,  and  thus 
enable  him  to  turn  upon  Sheridan. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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* 

Order  of  Thanks  to  Hundred-day  Troops 

Executive  Mansion,  October  i,  1864. 

The  term  of  one  hundred  days  for  which  vol- 
unteers from  the  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Iowa,  and  Wisconsin  volunteered,  under  the  call 
of  their  respective  governors,  in  the  months  of 
May  and  June,  to  aid  the  recent  campaign  of 
General  Sherman,  having  expired,  the  Presi- 
dent directs  an  official  acknowledgment  to  be 
made  of  their  patriotic  service.  It  was  their 
good  fortune  to  render  efifective  service  in  the 
brilliant  operations  in  the  Southwest,  and  to  con- 
tribute to  the  victories  of  the  national  arms  over 
the  rebel  forces  in  Georgia,  under  command  of 
Johnston  and  Hood.  On  all  occasions,  and  in 
every  service  to  which  they  were  assigned,  their 
duty  as  patriotic  volunteers  was  performed  with 
alacrity  and  courage,  for  which  they  are  entitled 
to,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  the  national  thanks 
through  the  governors  of  their  respective  States. 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  directed  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  this  order  to  the  governors  of  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin,  and  to  cause  a 
certificate  of  their  honorable  services  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  States 
above  named,  who  recently  served  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States  as  volunteers 
for  one  hundred  days.  A.  LINCOLN. 
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*  Recommendation  of  Mrs.  Hough 

^         Executive  Mansion,  October  3,  1864. 

I  have  but  slight  personal  acquaintance  with 
the  bearer  of  this,  Mrs.  Lotty  Hough;  but  I  have 
known  something  of  her  by  reputation  for  sev- 
eral years  and  never  heard  aught  against  her. 
She  is  now  struggling  to  support  herself  and  her 
little  boy,  and  I  hope  she  may  be  afforded  fair 
opportunities  to  succeed.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Executive  Mansion,  October  5,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant:  I  inclose  you  a 
copy  of  a  correspondence  in  regard  to  a  contem- 
plated exchange  of  naval  prisoners  through  your 
lines,  and  not  very  distant  from  your  headquar- 
ters. It  only  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  War 
Department  and  of  myself  yesterday,  and  it  gives 
us  some  uneasiness.  I  therefore  send  it  to  you 
with  the  statement  that,  as  the  numbers  to  be 
exchanged  under  it  are  small,  and  so  much  has 
already  been  done  to  effect  the  exchange,  I  hope 
you  may  find  it  consistent  to  let  it  go  forward 
under  the  general  supervision  of  General  Butler, 
and  particularly  in  reference  to  the  points  he 
holds  vital  in  exchanges.  Still,  you  are  at  lib- 
erty to  arrest  the  whole  operation  if  in  your  judg- 
ment the  public  good  requires  it.  A.  LINCOLN. 
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Telegram  to  Simon  Cameron 

Washington,  D,  C,  October  9,  1864. 
General  Simon  Cameron,  Philadelphia: 
There  is  absolutely  no  news  here  from  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  not  published  in  Stanton's  bul- 
letins of  yesterday  and  before.  The  line  is  open 
and  mere  business  despatches  are  passing  over  it. 
Have  no  alarm  on  bogus  despatches. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  Henry  W.  Hoffman 

Executive  Mansion,  October  10,  1864. 

My  dear  Sir:  A  convention  of  Maryland  has 
framed  a  new  constitution  for  the  State;  a  public 
meeting  is  called  for  this  evening  at  Baltimore 
to  aid  in  securing  its  ratification  by  the  people, 
and  you  ask  a  word  from  me  for  the  occasion.  I 
presume  the  only  feature  of  the  instrument  about 
which  there  is  serious  controversy  is  that  which 
provides  for  the  extinction  of  slavery.  It  needs 
not  to  be  a  secret,  and  I  presume  it  is  no  secret, 
that  I  wish  success  to  this  provision.  I  desire  it 
on  every  consideration.  I  wish  all  men  to  be 
free.  I  wish  the  material  prosperity  of  the  al- 
ready free,  which  I  feel  sure  the  extinction  of 
slavery  would  bring.  I  wish  to  see  in  process  of 
disappearing  that  only  thing  which  ever  could 
bring  this  nation  to  civil  war.     I  attempt  no 
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argument.  Argument  upon  the  question  is  al- 
ready exhausted  by  the  abler,  better  informed, 
and  more  immediately  interested  sons  of  Mary- 
land herself.  I  only  add  that  I  shall  be  gratified 
exceedingly  if  the  good  people  of  the  State  shall, 
by  their  votes,  ratify  the  new  constitution. 

Yours  truly,  A.  Lincoln. 

*  Telegram  to  Governor  A.  G.  Curtin 

War  Department,  October  lo,  1864.  5  p.  m. 
Governor  Curtin,  Harrisburg,  Pa.:  Yours  of 
to-day  just  this  moment  received,  and  the  Secre- 
tary having  left  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  answer 
to-day.  I  have  not  received  your  letter  from 
Erie. 

A.  Lincoln. 

*  Telegram  to  Simon  Cameron 

War  Department,  October  11,   1864. 

General  S.  Cameron,  Philadelphia:  Am  leav- 
ing office  to  go  home.    How  does  it  stand  now? 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  Governor  A.  G.  Curtin   - 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  11,   1864. 
Governor  Curtin,  Harrisburg,  Pa.:    On  look- 
ing up  the  Colonel  Stover  case  this  morning,  I 
find  we  could  not,  without  further  information, 
be  at  all  justified  in  ordering  him  to  be  mus- 
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tered.  I  hope  it  can  be  made  straight,  but  the 
record  as  it  stands  is  too  bad.  A  copy  will  be 
immediately  sent  you  by  mail. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  R.  T.  Lincoln 

Washin'GTON,   D.   C,  October   ii,    1864. 
Robert  T.  Lincoln,  Cambridge,  Mass.:    Your 
letter  makes  us  a  little  uneasy  about  your  health. 
Telegraph  us  how  you  are.  If  you  think  it  would 
help  you,  make  us  a  visit.  A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  12,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 
Secretary  of  War  not  being  in,  I  answer  yours 
about  election.  Pennsylvania  very  close,  and 
still  in  doubt  on  home  vote.  Ohio  largely  for  us, 
with  all  the  members  of  Congress  but  two  or 
three.  Indiana  largely  for  us, — governor,  it  is 
said,  by  15,000,  and  eight  of  the  eleven  members 
of  Congress.  Send  us  what  you  may  know  of 
your  army  vote.  A.  Lincoln. 

*  Telegram  to  G.  S.  Orth 

War  Department,  October  13,   1864. 
Hon.  G.  S.  Orth,  Lafayette,  Ind.:    I  now  in- 
cline to  defer  the  appointment  of  judge  until  the 
meeting  of  Congress.  A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  Governor  Oliver  P.  Morton 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  13,  1864. 
Governor  Morton,  Indianapolis,  Ind.:  In 
my  letter  borne  by  Mr.  Mitchell  to  General 
Sherman,  I  said  that  any  soldiers  he  could  spare 
for  October  need  not  to  remain  for  November. 
I  therefore  cannot  press  the  general  on  this 
point.  All  that  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Gen- 
eral Sherman  feel  they  can  safely  do,  I,  however, 
shall  be  glad  of.  Bravo  for  Indiana  and  for 
yourself  personally!  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  B.  F.  Butler 

Executive  Mansion,  October  14,  1864. 
Major-General  Butler:  It  is  said  that  Captain 
Joseph  R.  Findley,  of  Company  F,  76th  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  has  been  summarily  dis- 
missed the  service  for  supposed  skulking.  Such 
representations  are  made  to  me  of  his  good  char- 
acter, long  service,  and  good  behavior  in  many 
battles,  as  to  induce  the  wish  that  you  would  re- 
examine his  case.  At  all  events,  send  me  a  state- 
ment of  it  as  you  have  it.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  Governor  A.  G.  Curtin 

Executive  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  17,   1864. 

Governor  Curtin,  Harrisburg,  Pa.:    Your  In- 
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formation  is  erroneous.  No  part  of  Sheridan's 
force  has  left  him,  except  by  expiration  of  terms 
of  service.  I  think  there  is  not  much  danger  of 
a  raid  into  Pennsylvania. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Response  to  a  Serenade,  October  19,  1864 

Friends  and  Fellow-citizens:  I  am  notified 
that  this  is  a  compliment  paid  me  by  the  loyal 
Marylanders  resident  in  this  district.  I  infer 
that  the  adoption  of  the  new  constitution  for  the 
State  furnishes  the  occasion,  and  that  in  your 
view  the  extirpation  of  slavery  constitutes  the 
chief  merit  of  the  new  constitution.  Most  heart- 
ily do  I  congratulate  you,  and  Maryland,  and 
the  nation,  and  the  world,  upon  this  event.  I 
regret  that  it  did  not  occur  two  years  sooner, 
which,  I  am  sure,  would  have  saved  to  the  nation 
more  money  than  would  have  met  all  the  private 
loss  incident  to  the  measure;  but  it  has  come  at 
last,  and  I  sincerely  hope  its  friends  may  fully 
realize  all  their  anticipations  of  good  from  it, 
and  that  its  opponents  may  by  its  effects  be  agree- 
ably and  profitably  disappointed. 

A  word  upon  another  subject.  Something  said 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  recent  speech 
at  Auburn,  has  been  construed  by  some  into  a 
threat  that  if  I  shall  be  beaten  at  the  election  I 
will,  between  then  and  the  end  of  my  constitu- 
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tional  term,  do  what  I  may  be  able  to  ruin  the 
government.  Others  regard  the  fact  that  the 
Chicago  Convention  adjourned,  not  sine  die,  but 
to  meet  again,  if  called  to  do  so  by  a  particular 
individual,  as  the  intimation  of  a  purpose  that  if 
their  nominee  shall  be  elected  he  will  at  once 
seize  control  of  the  government.  I  hope  the  good 
people  will  permit  themselves  to  suffer  no  un- 
easiness on  either  point. 

I  am  struggling  to  maintain  the  government, 
not  to  overthrow  it.  I  am  struggling,  especially, 
to  prevent  others  from  overthrowing  it.  I  there- 
fore say  that  if  I  shall  live  I  shall  remain  Presi- 
dent until  the  4th  of  next  March;  and  that  who- 
ever shall  be  constitutionally  elected  therefor,  in 
November,  shall  be  duly  installed  as  President 
on  the  4th  of  March;  and  that,  in  the  interval, 
I  shall  do  my  utmost  that  whoever  is  to  hold  the 
helm  for  the  next  voyage  shall  start  with  the 
best  possible  chance  to  save  the  ship. 

This  is  due  to  the  people  both  on  principle  and 
under  the  Constitution.  Their  will,  constitution- 
ally expressed,  is  the  ultimate  law  for  all.  If 
they  should  deliberately  resolve  to  have  imme- 
diate peace,  even  at  the  loss  of  their  country  and 
their  liberty,  I  know  not  the  power  or  the  right 
to  resist  them.  It  is  their  own  business,  and  they 
must  do  as  they  please  with  their  own.  I  believe, 
however,  they  are  still  resolved  to  preserve  their 
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country  and  their  liberty;  and  in  this,  in  office 
or  out  of  it,  I  am  resolved  to  stand  by  them. 

I  may  add  that  in  this  purpose — to  save  the 
country  and  its  liberties — no  classes  of  people 
seem  so  nearly  unanimous  as  the  soldiers  in  the 
field  and  the  sailors  afloat.  Do  they  not  have 
the  hardest  of  it?  Who  should  quail  when  they 
do  not?  God  bless  the  soldiers  and  seamen,  with 
all  their  brave  commanders. 

Proclamation  of  Thanksgiving,  October  20, 

1864 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America  : 

A  Proclamation. 
It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  prolong  our 
national  life  another  year,  defending  us  with 
his  guardian  care  against  unfriendly  designs 
from  abroad,  and  vouchsafing  to  us  in  his  mercy 
many  and  signal  victories  over  the  enemy,  who 
is  of  our  own  household.  It  has  also  pleased  our 
heavenly  Father  to  favor  as  well  our  citizens  in 
their  homes  as  our  soldiers  in  their  camps,  and 
our  sailors  on  the  rivers  and  seas,  with  unusual 
health.  He  has  largely  augmented  our  free  pop- 
ulation by  emancipation  and  by  immigration, 
while  he  has  opened  to  us  new  sources  of  wealth, 
and  has  crowned  the  labor  of  our  working-men 
in  every  department  of  industry  with  abundant 
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rewards.  Moreover,  he  has  been  pleased  to  ani- 
mate and  inspire  our  minds  and  hearts  with  for- 
titude, courage,  and  resolution  sufficient  for  the 
great  trial  of  civil  war  into  which  we  have  been 
brought  by  our  adherence  as  a  nation  to  the  cause 
of  freedom  and  humanity,  and  to  afford  to  us 
reasonable  hopes  of  an  ultimate  and  happy  de- 
liverance from  all  our  dangers  and  afflictions. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  appoint  and 
set  apart  the  last  Thursday  of  November  next  as 
a  day  which  I  desire  to  be  observed  by  all  my 
fellow-citizens,  wherever  they  may  then  be,  as  a 
day  of  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  Almighty 
God,  the  beneficent  Creator  and  Ruler  of  the 
universe.  And  I  do  further  recommend  to  my 
fellow-citizens  aforesaid,  that  on  that  occasion 
they  do  reverently  humble  themselves  in  the  dust, 
and  from  thence  offer  up  penitent  and  fervent 
prayers  and  supplications  to  the  great  Disposer 
of  events  for  a  return  of  the  inestimable  bless- 
ings of  peace,  union,  and  harmony  throughout 
the  land  which  it  has  pleased  him  to  assign  as  a 
dwelling-place  for  ourselves  and  for  our  poster- 
ity throughout  all  generations. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  twentieth 
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day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 
ninth.  Abraham  Lincoln. 
By  the  President:  WILLIAM  H.  Seward,  Sec- 
retary of  State. 

Telegram  to  J.  G.  Nicolay 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  21,  1864.     9.45  p.  m. 

/.  G.  Nicolay,  St.  Louis,  Mo.:  While  Curtis 
is  fighting  Price,  have  you  any  idea  where  the 
force  under  Rosecrans  is,  or  what  it  is  doing? 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  to  William  B.  Campbell  and 

Others  ^ 

Executive   Mansion,   Washington,    D.    C, 

October  22,  1864. 

GENTLEMEN:  On  the  fifteenth  day  of 
this  month,  as  I  remember,  a  printed 
paper,  with  a  few  manuscript  inter- 
lineations, called  a  protest,  with  your  names  ap- 
pended thereto,  and  accompanied  by  another 
printed  paper  purporting  to  be  a  proclamation 
by  Andrew  Johnson,  military  governor  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  also  a  manuscript  paper  purporting 
to  be  extracts  from  the  Code  of  Tennessee,  was 
laid  before  me.  The  protest,  proclamation,  and 
extracts  are  respectively  as  follows: 

[The  protest  is  here  recited,  and  also  the  proc- 
lamation of  Governor  Johnson,  dated  September 
30,  to  which  it  refers,  together  with  a  list  of  the 
counties,  in  East,  Middle,  and  West  Tennessee; 
also  an  extract  from  the  Code  of  Tennessee,  in 
relation  to  electors  of  President  and  Vice-Presi- 

^  Addressed  to  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  A.  R. 
Nelson,  James  T.  P.  Carter,  John  Williams,  A.  Blizzard,  Henry 
Cooper,  Bailie  Peyton,  John  Lellyett,  E.  Etheridge,  John  D. 
Perrymans. 
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dent  of  the  United  States,  the  qualifications  of 
voters  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  the  places  of  holding  elections  of  officers  of 
popular  elections.] 

At  the  time  these  papers  were  presented,  as 
before  stated,  I  had  never  seen  either  of  them, 
nor  heard  of  the  subject  to  which  they  relate, 
except  in  a  general  way,  only  one  day  previously. 
Up  to  the  present  moment  nothing  whatever  has 
passed  between  Governor  Johnson,  or  any  one 
else  connected  with  the  proclamation,  and  my- 
self. Since  receiving  the  papers,  as  stated,  I 
have  given  the  subject  such  brief  consideration 
as  I  have  been  able  to  do  in  the  midst  of  so  many 
pressing  public  duties. 

My  conclusion  is  that  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter,  either  to  sustain  the  plan  as  the 
convention  and  Governor  Johnson  have  initiated 
it,  or  to  revoke  or  modify  it  as  you  demand.  By 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  the  President  is 
charged  with  no  duty  in  the  conduct  of  a  presi- 
dential election  in  any  State;  nor  do  I,  in  this 
case,  perceive  any  military  reason  for  his  inter- 
ference in  the  matter. 

The  movement  set  on  foot  by  the  convention 
and  Governor  Johnson  does  not,  as  seems  to  be 
assumed  by  you,  emanate  from  the  national  ex- 
ecutive. In  no  proper  sense  can  it  be  considered 
other  than  as  an  independent  movement  of  at 
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least  a  portion  of  the  loyal  people  of  Tennessee. 

I  do  not  perceive  in  the  plan  any  menace  of 
violence  or  coercion  toward  any  one.  Governor 
Johnson,  like  any  other  loyal  citizen  of  Tennes- 
see, has  the  right  to  favor  any  political  plan  he 
chooses,  and,  as  military  governor,  it  is  his  duty 
to  keep  the  peace  among  and  for  the  loyal  peo- 
ple of  the  State.  I  cannot  discern  that  by  this 
plan  he  purposes  any  more. 

But  you  object  to  the  plan.  Leaving  it  alone 
will  be  your  perfect  security  against  it.  Do  as 
you  please  on  your  own  account,  peacefully  and 
loyally,  and  Governor  Johnson  will  not  molest 
you,  but  will  protect  you  against  violence  so  far 
as  lies  in  his  power. 

I  presume  that  the  conducting  of  a  presiden- 
tial election  in  Tennessee  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  old  code  of  the  State  is  not  now  a  possi- 
bility. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  if  any  elec- 
tion shall  be  held,  and  any  votes  shall  be  cast  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States,  it  will  belong, 
not  to  the  military  agents,  nor  yet  to  the  execu- 
tive department,  but  exclusively  to  another  de- 
partment of  the  government,  to  determine 
whether  they  are  entitled  to  be  counted  in  con- 
formity with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States. 
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Except  it  be  to  give  protection  against  vio- 
lence, I  decline  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  any 
presidential  election.        ABRAHAM  LiNXOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  P.  H.  Sheridan 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

October  22,  1864. 

Major-General  Sheridan:  With  great  pleas- 
ure I  tender  to  you  and  your  brave  army  the 
thanks  of  the  nation,  and  my  own  personal  ad- 
miration and  gratitude,  for  the  month's  opera- 
tions in  the  Shenandoah  Valley;  and  especially 
for  the  splendid  work  of  October  19,  1864/ 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  H.  Thomas 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 

October  23,  1864.     5  p-  ^I- 

Major-General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tenn.:    I 
have  received  information  to-day,  having  great 

1  October  19,  1864,  Sheridan  defeated  Early  in  the  battle  of 
Cedar  Creek,  a  victory  which  ended  the  fighting  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley.  It  was  this  battle  that  suggested  the  subject  of 
the  well-known  poem,  "  Sheridan's  Ride,"  by  Thomas  Buchanan 
Read.  The  victory,  the  third  for  the  Union  troops  withm 
thirty  days,  was  received  throughout  the  country  with  the 
greatest  enthusiasm  and  Sheridan  was  rewarded  by  a  Major- 
Generalship  in  the  regular  army.  Early's  army  was  never  again, 
as  a  whole,  an  effective  fighting  force,  so  complete  was  the  Union 
victory. 
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appearance  of  authenticity,  that  there  is  to  be  a 
rebel  raid  into  Western  Kentucky;  that  it  is  to 
consist  of  4,000  infantry  and  3,000  cavalry,  and 
is  to  start  from  Corinth,  Mississippi,  on  the 
fourth  day  of  November. 

A.  Lincoln,  President. 
Send  copy  to  General  Washburn  at  Memphis. 

A.  L. 

Address  to  the  189TH  New  York  P.egiment, 

October  24,  1864 

Soldiers:  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you 
for  this  mark  of  respect.  It  is  said  that  we  have 
the  best  government  the  world  ever  knew,  and 
I  am  glad  to  meet  you,  the  supporters  of  that 
government.  To  you  who  render  the  hardest 
work  in  its  support  should  be  given  the  greatest 
credit.  Others  who  are  connected  with  it,  and 
who  occupy  higher  positions,  can  be  dispensed 
with,  but  we  cannot  get  along  without  your  aid. 
While  others  differ  with  the  administration, 
and,  perhaps,  honestly,  the  soldiers  generally 
have  sustained  it;  they  have  not  only  fought 
right,  but,  so  far  as  could  be  judged  from  their 
actions,  they  have  voted  right,  and  I  for  one 
thank  you  for  it.  I  know  you  are  en  route  for 
the  front,  and  therefore  do  not  expect  me  to 
detain  you  long.  I  will  now  bid  you  good  morn- 
ing. 
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*  Telegram  to  Colonel  Robinson 

Executive  Mansion,  October  25,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel    Robinson,    near    Peters- 
burg, Fa.:     Please  inform  me  what  is  the  condi- 
tion of,  and  what  is  being  done    with    Lieut. 
Charles  Saumenig,  in  your  command. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Note  to  Mrs.  George  W.  Swift 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

October  26,   1864. 

My  dear  Madam:  Your  complimentary  lit- 
tle poem  asking  for  my  autograph  was  duly  re- 
ceived. I  thank  you  for  it,  and  cheerfully  com- 
ply with  your  request.         Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Unfinished  Draft  of  Letter  to  J.  R.  Under- 
wood AND  H.  Grider 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

October  26,   1864. 

Gentlemen:  A  petition  has  been  presented  to 
me  on  behalf  of  certain  citizens  of  Allen  and 
Barren  counties,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  as- 
suming that  certain  sums  of  money  have  been 
assessed  and  collected  from  them  by  the  United 
States  military  authorities  to  compensate  certain 
Union  citizens  of  the  same  vicinage  for  losses 
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by  rebel  depredations,  and  praying  that  I  will 
order  the  money  to  be  refunded.  The  petition 
is  accompanied  by  a  letter  of  yours,  which  so 
presents  the  case  as  to  induce  me  to  make  a  brief 
response.  You  distinctly  admit  that  the  peti- 
tioners "sympathize  with  the  Confederate  States 
and  regard  them  as  warring  to  preserve  their 
Constitutional  and  legal  rights."  This  admit- 
ed,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  believe  that  they  do 
not  help  the  cause  they  thus  love  whenever  they 
conveniently  can.  Their  sons  and  relatives  go 
into  the  rebel  [armies],  but  we  may  not  be  able 
to  distinctly  prove  that  they  outfitted  and  sent 
them.  When  armed  rebels  come  among  them 
their  houses  and  other  property  are  spared  while 
Union  men's  houses  are  burned  and  their  prop- 
erty pillaged.  Still,  we  may  not  be  able  to  spe- 
cifically prove  that  the  sympathizers  protected 
and  supplied  the  raiders  in  turn,  or  designated 
their  Union  neighbors  for  plunder  and  devasta- 
tion. Yet  we  know  all  this  exists,  even  better 
than  we  could  know  an  isolated  fact  upon  the 
sworn  testimony  of  one  or  two  witnesses;  just  as 
we  better  know  there  is  fire  whence  we  see  much 
smoke  rising  than  we  could  know  it  by  one  or 
two  witnesses  swearing  to  it.  The  witnesses  may 
commit  perjury,  but  the  smoke  cannot.  Now, 
experience  has  already  taught  us  in  this  war  that 
holding  these  smoky  localities   responsible  for 
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the  conflagrations  within  them  has  a  very  salu- 
tary effect.  It  was  obviously  so  in  and  about  St. 
Louis,  and  on  [the]  eastern  shore  of  Virginia. 

Letter  to  Gener.\l  S.  G.  Burbridge 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

October  27,  1864. 

Major-General  Burbridge:  It  is  represented 
to  me  that  an  officer  has,  by  your  authority,  as- 
sessed and  collected  considerable  sums  of  money 
from  citizens  of  Allen  and  Barren  counties,  Ken- 
tucky, to  compensate  Union  men  for  depreda- 
tions committed  upon  them  in  the  vicinity  by 
rebels;  and  I  am  petitioned  to  order  the  money 
to  be  refunded.  At  most,  I  could  not  do  this 
without  hearing  both  sides,  which,  as  yet,  I  have 
not.  I  write  now  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  in 
some  extreme  cases  this  class  of  proceedings  be- 
comes a  necessity;  but  that  it  is  liable  to — almost 
inseparable  from — great  abuses,  and  therefore 
should  only  be  sparingly  resorted  to,  and  be  con- 
ducted with  great  caution;  that  you,  in  your  de- 
partment, must  be  the  judge  of  the  proper  local- 
ities and  occasions  for  applying  it;  and  that  it 
will  be  well  for  you  to  see  that  your  subordinates 
be  at  all  times  ready  to  account  for  every  dollar, 
as  to  why  collected,  of  whom,  and  how  applied. 
Without  this  you  will  soon  find  some  of  them 
making  assessments   and  collections   merely  to 
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put  money  In  their  own  pockets,  and  it  will  also 
be  impossible  to  correct  errors  in  future  and 
better  times. 

In  the  case  I  have  mentioned,  such  good  men 
as  Hon.  J.  R.  Underwood  and  Hon.  Henry  Gri- 
der,  though  not  personally  interested,  have  ap- 
pealed to  me  in  behalf  of  others.  So  soon  as 
you  can,  consistently  with  your  other  duties,  I 
will  thank  you  to  acquaint  yourself  with  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  case,  and  make  any  correction 
which  may  seem  to  be  proper.     Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  A.  G.  Hodges 

Executive  Mansion,  October  28,  1864. 
Hon.  A.  G.  Hodges,  Frankfort,  Ky.:  Mrs. 
Margaret  C.  Price  is  here,  asking  that  her  son, 
Philemon  B.  Price,  now  a  prisoner  of  war  at 
Camp  Chase  may  be  discharged,  and  I  have  told 
her  I  will  do  it  if  you  say  so.     What  say  you? 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  J.  A.  Prall 

Executive  Mansion,  October  28,  1864. 
/.  A.  Prall,  Paris,  Ky.:  Mrs.  George  W. 
Bowen  is  here,  asking  for  the  discharge  of  her 
husband,  now  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Camp  Chase, 
and  I  have  told  her  I  will  do  it  if  you  say  so. 
What  say  you?  A.  LINCOLN. 
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*Telegram  to  T.  T.  Davis 

Executive  Mansion,  October  31,  1864. 
Hon.  Thomas  T.  Davis,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.:     I 
have  ordered  that  Milton  D.  Norton  be  dis- 
charged on  taking  the  oath.     Please  notify  his 
mother.  A.  Lincoln. 

Proclamation  admitting  Nevada  into  the 
Union,  October  31,  1864 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America: 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
passed  an  act,  which  was  approved  on  the  twen- 
ty-first day  of  March  last,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
enable  the  people  of  Nevada  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  State  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  w^th  the  original  States"; 

And  whereas  the  said  constitution  and  State 
government  have  been  formed,  pursuant  to  the 
conditions  prescribed  by  the  fifth  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress  aforesaid,  and  the  certificate  re- 
quired by  the  said  act,  and  also  a  copy  of  the 
constitution  and  ordinances,  have  been  submitted 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  in  ac- 
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cordance  with  the  duty  imposed  upon  me  by  the 
Act  of  Congress  aforesaid,  do  hereby  declare 
and  proclaim  that  the  said  State  of  Nevada  is 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this 

thirty-first  day  of  October,  in  the  year 

[l.  S.]     of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  sixty-four,  and  of  the  independence 

of  the  United  States  the  eighty-ninth. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
By  the  President:  WILLIAM  H.  Seward,  Sec- 
retary of  State. 

Note  to  Secretary  Stanton 

Executive  Mansion,  October  31,  1864. 
Sir:  Herewith  is  a  letter  of  Governor  Cur- 
tin,  which  speaks  for  itself.  I  suggest  for  your 
consideration,  whether,  to  the  extent  of,  say, 
5,000,  we  might  not  exempt  from  the  draft,  upon 
the  men  being  put  in  good  shape  to  defend  and 
give  assurance  to  the  border.  I  have  not  said 
even  this  much  to  the  bearer.  General  Todd, 
whom  I  hope  you  will  see  and  hear. 

Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Indorsement,  November  5,  1864 

War  Department,  Washington  City. 
Mr.  President:     Please  read  the  accompanying  tel- 
egram, just  received,  and  favor  me  with  your  judg- 
ment on  the  point  presented  by  General  Butler,  so  that 
I  can  answer  him.     Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  Stanton. 
l^Indorsement.l 
I  think  this  might  lie  over  till  morning.  The 
tendency  of  the  order,  it  seems  to  me,  is  to  bring 
on  a  collision  with  the  State  authority,  which  I 
would  rather  avoid,  at  least  until  the  necessity 
for  it  is  more  apparent  than  it  yet  is. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  Secretary  Seward 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  6,  1864. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Auburn,  N.  Y.: 
Nothing  of  much  importance.  Day  before  yes- 
terday rebels  destroyed  two  or  more  of  our  wood- 
en gunboats  at  Johnsonville  on  Tennessee  River. 
Curtis,  on  the  4th,  was  at  Fayetteville,  Arkansas, 
still  pursuing  and  damaging  Price.  Richmond 
papers  say  Yankees  landed  at  Escambia  Bay, 
below  Hilton,  not  far  from  Mobile,  captured 
fifty  men  and  destroyed  all  camp  equipage,  wag- 
ons, salt  works,  etc.,  and  everything  in  and  about 
Hilton.    Richmond  papers  also  confirm  the  de- 
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struction  of  the  Albemarle,  and  the  consequent 
evacuation  of  Plymouth,  North  Carolina. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  Naval  Officer  at  Mobile  Bay 

Executive  Mansion,  Nov.  6,   1864.     9  p.  m. 
Major-General    Canby,   New    Orleans,   La.: 
Please  forward  with  all  possible  despatch  to  the 
naval  officer  commanding  at  Mobile  Bay  the 
following  order.  A.  LINCOLN. 

\Inclosure.^ 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

November  6,  1864. 

Naval  Officer  in  Command  at  Mobile  Bay: 
Do  not  on  any  account,  or  on  any  showing  of 
authority  whatever,  from  whomsoever  purport- 
ing to  come,  allow  the  blocl^ade  to  be  violated. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  Sailors'  Fair  at  Boston, 
Massachusetts 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  8,  1864. 

Allow  me  to  wish  you  a  great  success.  With 
the  old  fame  of  the  navy  made  brighter  in  the 
present  war  you  cannot  fail.  I  name  none  lest 
I  wrong  others  by  omission.  To  all,  from  rear- 
admiral  to  honest  Jack,  I  tender  the  nation's  ad- 
miration and  gratitude. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  A.  H.  Rice 

Executive  Mansion,  November  8,  1864. 
Hon.  A.  H.  Rice,  Boston,  Mass.:    Yours  re- 
ceived.    I  have  no  other  notice  that  the  ox  is 
mine.    If  it  be  really  so,  I  present  it  to  the  Sail- 
ors' Fair  as  a  contribution.         A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  Secretary  Seward 

Washington,  November  8,  1864. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Auburn,  N.  Y.: 
News  from  Grant,  Sherman,  Thomas,  and  Rose- 
crans  satisfactory,  but  not  important.  Pirate 
Florida  captured  by  the  JJ^achusett  October  7, 
on  the  coast  of  Brazil.  The  information  is  cer- 
tain. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Response  to  a  Serenade,  November  9,  1864 

Friends  and  Fellow-citizens:  Even  before  I 
had  been  informed  by  you  that  this  compliment 
was  paid  me  by  loyal  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
friendly  to  me,  I  had  inferred  that  you  were  of 
that  portion  of  my  countrymen  who  think  that 
the  best  interests  of  the  nation  are  to  be  subserved 
by  the  support  of  the  present  administration.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  say  that  you,  who  think  so,  em- 
brace all  the  patriotism  and  loyalty  of  the  coun- 
try, but  I  do  believe,  and  I  trust  without  per- 
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sonal  interest,  that  the  welfare  of  the  country 
does  require  that  such  support  and  indorsement 
should  be  given. 

I  earnestly  believe  that  the  consequences  of 
this  day's  work,  if  it  be  as  you  assume,  and  as 
now  seems  probable,  will  be  to  the  lasting  ad- 
vantage, if  not  to  the  very  salvation,  of  the  coun- 
try. I  cannot  at  this  hour  say  what  has  been  the 
result  of  the  election.  But,  whatever  it  may  be, 
I  have  no  desire  to  modify  this  opinion:  that  all 
who  have  labored  to-day  in  behalf  of  the  Union 
have  wrought  for  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  world;  not  only  for  the  present,  but 
for  all  future  ages. 

I  am  thankful  to  God  for  this  approval  of  the 
people;  but,  while  deeply  grateful  for  this  mark 
of  their  confidence  in  me,  if  I  know  my  heart, 
my  gratitude  is  free  from  any  taint  of  personal 
triumph.  I  do  not  impugn  the  motives  of  any 
one  opposed  to  me.  It  is  no  pleasure  to  me  to 
triumph  over  any  one,  but  I  give  thanks  to  the 
Almighty  for  this  evidence  of  the  people's  reso- 
lution to  stand  by  free  government  and  the  rights 
of  humanity. 

*  Telegram  to  H.  W.  Hoffman 

War  Department,  November  lo,   1864. 
H.  W.  Hoffman,  Baltimore,  Md.:  The  Mary- 
land soldiers  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  cast  a 
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total  vote  of  1,428,  out  of  which  we  get  1,160 
majority.  This  is  directly  from  General  Meade 
and  General  Grant.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Response  to  a  Serenade,  November  10,  1864 

It  has  long  been  a  grave  question  whether 
any  government,  not  too  strong  for  the  liberties 
of  its  people,  can  be  strong  enough  to  maintain 
its  existence  in  great  emergencies.  On  this  point 
the  present  rebellion  brought  our  republic  to  a 
severe  test,  and  a  presidential  election  occurring 
in  regular  course  during  the  rebellion,  added 
not  a  little  to  the  strain. 

If  the  loyal  people  united  were  put  to  the  ut- 
most of  their  strength  by  the  rebellion,  must  they 
not  fail  when  divided  and  partially  paralyzed 
by  a  political  war  among  themselves?  But  the 
election  was  a  necessity.  We  cannot  have  free 
government  without  elections;  and  if  the  rebel- 
lion could  force  us  to  forego  or  postpone  a  na- 
tional election,  it  might  fairly  claim  to  have  al- 
ready conquered  and  ruined  us.  The  strife  of 
the  election  is  but  human  nature  practically  ap- 
plied to  the  facts  of  the  case.  What  has  occurred 
in  this  case  must  ever  recur  in  similar  cases. 
Human  nature  will  not  change.  In  any  future 
great  national  trial,  compared  with  the  men  of 
this,  we  shall  have  as  weak  and  as  strong,  as  silly 
and  as  wise,  as  bad  and  as  good.    Let  us,  there- 
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fore,  study  the  incidents  of  this  as  philosophy  to 
learn  wisdom  from,  and  none  of  them  as  wrongs 
to  be  revenged.  But  the  election,  along  with  its 
incidental  and  undesirable  strife,  has  done  good 
too.  It  has  demonstrated  that  a  people's  gov- 
ernment can  sustain  a  national  election  in  the 
midst  of  a  great  civil  war.  Until  now,  it  has 
not  been  known  to  the  world  that  this  was  a 
possibility.  It  shows,  also,  how  sound  and  how 
strong  we  still  are.  It  shows  that,  even  among 
candidates  of  the  same  party,  he  who  is  most 
devoted  to  the  Union  and  most  opposed  to  trea- 
son can  receive  most  of  the  people's  votes.  It 
shows,  also,  to  the  extent  yet  known,  that  we 
have  more  men  now  than  we  had  when  the  war 
began.  Gold  is  good  in  its  place,  but  living, 
brave,  patriotic  men  are  better  than  gold. 

But  the  rebellion  continues,  and  now  that  the 
election  is  over,  may  not  all  having  a  common 
interest  reunite  in  a  common  effort  to  save  our 
common  country?  For  my  own  part,  I  have 
striven  and  shall  strive  to  avoid  placing  any  ob- 
stacle in  the  way.  So  long  as  I  have  been  here  I 
have  not  willingly  planted  a  thorn  in  any  man's 
bosom.  While  I  am  deeply  sensible  to  the  high 
compliment  of  a  reelection,  and  duly  grateful, 
as  I  trust,  to  Almighty  God  for  having  directed 
my  countrymen  to  a  right  conclusion,  as  I  think, 
for  their  own  good,  it  adds  nothing  to  my  satis- 
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faction  that  any  other  man  may  be  disappointed 
or  pained  by  the  result. 

IVIay  I  ask  those  who  have  not  differed  from 
me  to  join  with  me  in  this  same  spirit  toward 
those  who  have?  And  now  let  me  close  by  ask- 
ing three  hearty  cheers  for  our  brave  soldiers 
and  seamen  and  their  gallant  and  skilful  com- 
manders. 

Telegram  to  General  S.  G.  Burbridge 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  lo,  1864. 
Major-General  Burbridge,  Lexington,  Ky.: 
I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  Governor 
Bramlette  saying:  "General  John  B.  Houston, 
a  loyal  man  and  prominent  citizen,  was  arrested, 
and,  yesterday,  started  off  by  General  Burbridge, 
to  be  sent  beyond  our  lines  by  way  of  Catletts- 
burg,  for  no  other  offense  than  opposition  to 
your  reelection,"  and  I  have  answered  him  as 
follows  below,  of  which  please  take  notice  and 
report  to  me.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  Governor  T.  E.  Bramlette 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  10,  1864. 
Governor  Bramlette,  Frankfort,  Ky.:  Yours 
of  yesterday  received.  I  can  scarcely  believe 
that  General  John  B.  Houston  has  been  arrested 
*'for  no  other  offense  than  opposition  to  my  re- 
election"; for,  if  that  had  been  deemed  sufficient 
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cause  of  arrest,  I  should  have  heard  of  more  than 
one  arrest  in  Kentucky  on  election  day.  If,  how- 
ever. General  Houston  has  been  arrested  for  no 
other  cause  than  opposition  to  my  reelection, 
General  Burbridge  will  discharge  him  at  once, 
I  sending  him  a  copy  of  this  as  an  order  to  that 

effect.  A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  Logan 

Executive  Mansion,  November  12,  1864. 
Major-General  John  A.  Logan,  Carbondale, 
III.:  Yours  of  to-day  just  received.  Some  days 
ago  I  forwarded,  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Washburne, 
a  leave  for  you  to  visit  Washington,  subject  only 
to  be  countermanded  by  General  Sherman.  This 
qualification  I  thought  was  a  necessary  prudence 
for  all  concerned.  Subject  to  it,  you  may  remain 
at  home  thirty  days,  or  come  here  at  your  own 
option.  If,  in  view  of  maintaining  your  good 
relations  with  General  Sherman,  and  of  prob- 
able movements  of  his  army,  you  can  safely 
come  here,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  see  you. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  General  S.  A.  Hurlbut 

(Private.) 

Executive  Mansion,  November  14,  1864. 
Major-General  Hurlbut:    Few  things  since  I 
have  been  here  have  impressed  me  more  pain- 
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fully  than  what,  for  four  or  five  months  past,  has 
appeared  a  bitter  military  opposition  to  the  new 
State  government  of  Louisiana.  I  still  indulged 
some  hope  that  I  was  mistaken  in  the  fact;  but 
copies  of  a  correspondence  on  the  subject  be- 
tween General  Canby  and  yourself,  and  shown 
me  to-day,  dispel  that  hope.  A  very  fair  pro- 
portion of  the  people  of  Louisiana  have  inaugu- 
rated a  new  State  government,  making  an  excel- 
lent new  constitution — better  for  the  poor  black 
man  than  we  have  in  Illinois.  This  was  done 
under  military  protection,  directed  by  me,  in 
the  belief,  still  sincerely  entertained,  that  with 
such  a  nucleus  around  which  to  build  we  could 
get  the  State  into  position  again  sooner  than 
otherwise.  In  this  belief  a  general  promise  of 
protection  and  support,  applicable  alike  to  Lou- 
isiana and  other  States,  was  given  in  the  last 
annual  message.  During  the  formation  of  the 
new  government  and  constitution  they  were  sup- 
ported by  nearly  every  loyal  person,  and  opposed 
by  every  secessionist.  And  this  support  and  this 
opposition,  from  the  respective  standpoints  of 
the  parties,  was  perfectly  consistent  and  logical. 
Every  Unionist  ought  to  wish  the  new  govern- 
ment to  succeed;  and  every  disunionist  must  de- 
sire it  to  fail.  Its  failure  would  gladden  the 
heart  of  Slidell  in  Europe,  and  of  every  enemy 
of  the  old  flag  in  the  world.    Every  advocate  of 
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slavery  naturally  desires  to  see  blasted  and 
crushed  the  liberty  promised  the  black  man  by 
the  new  Constitution.  But  why  General  Canby 
and  General  Hurlbut  should  join  on  the  same 
side  is  to  me  incomprehensible. 

Of  course,  in  the  condition  of  things  at  New 
Orleans,  the  military  must  not  be  thwarted  by 
the  civil  authority;  but  when  the  Constitutional 
Convention,  for  what  it  deems  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege, arrests  an  editor  in  no  way  connected  with 
the  military,  the  military  necessity  for  insulting 
the  Convention  and  forcibly  discharging  the 
editor  is  difficult  to  perceive.  Neither  is  the 
military  necessity  for  protecting  the  people 
against  paying  large  salaries  fixed  by  a  legisla- 
ture of  their  own  choosing  very  apparent. 
Equally  difficult  to  perceive  is  the  military  ne- 
cessity for  forcibly  interposing  to  prevent  a  bank 
from  loaning  its  own  money  to  the  State.  These 
things,  if  they  have  occurred,  are,  at  the  best, 
no  better  than  gratuitous  hostility.  I  wish  I 
could  hope  that  they  may  be  shown  to  not  have 
occurred.  To  make  assurance  against  misunder- 
standing, I  repeat  that  in  the  existing  condition 
of  things  in  Louisiana,  the  military  must  not  be 
thwarted  by  the  civil  authority;  and  T  add  that 
on  points  of  difference  the  commanding  general 
must  be  judge  and  master.  But  I  also  add  that 
in  the  exercise  of  this  judgment  and  control,  a 
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purpose,   obvious,    and   scarcely   unavowed,    to 
transcend  all  military  necessity,  in  order  to  crush 
out  the  civil  government,  will  not  be  overlooked. 
Yours  truly,  A.  Lincoln. 

*  Telegram  to  General  G.  H.  Thomas 

(Cipher.) 

War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  November  15,  1864. 

Major-General  Thomas,  Nashville,  Tenn.: 
How  much  force  and  artillery  had  Gillem? 

A.  Lincoln. 

*  Telegram  to  W.  H.  Purnell 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 

November  15,  1864. 

W.  H.  Purnell,  Baltimore,  Md.:  I  shall  be 
happy  to  receive  the  committee  on  Thursday 
morning  (17th)  as  you  propose. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  J.  K.  Dubois 

War  Department,  November  15,  1864. 
Hon.  Jesse  K.  Dubois,  Springfield,  III.: 
Yours  of  to-day,  asking  that  530  men  may  be 
assigned  to  the  32d  Illinois,  shall  be  attended  to. 
You  say:  ''State  gone  25,000."  Which  way  did 
it  go?  How  stand  the  members  of  Congress  and 
the  other  officers?  A.  LINCOLN. 


270  Abraham   Lincoln        [Nov.  17 

Telegram  to  loyal  Governors 

Washington,  November  15,  1864. 
The  Governor  of  Maine:  Please  send,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  exactly,  or  approximately,  the 
aggregate  of  votes  cast  in  your  State  at  the  late 
election.  It  is  desired  with  reference  to  the 
forthcoming  message.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Reply  to  Maryland  Union  Committee, 
November  17,  1864^ 

The  President,  in  reply,  said  that  he  had  to 
confess  he  had  been  duly  notified  of  the  intention 
to  make  this  friendly  call  some  days  ago,  and  in 
this  he  had  had  a  fair  opportunity  afforded  to 
be  ready  with  a  set  speech;  but  he  had  not  pre- 
pared one,  being  too  busy  for  that  purpose.  He 
would  say,  however,  that  he  was  gratified  with 
the  result  of  the  presidential  election.  He  had 
kept  as  near  as  he  could  to  the  exercise  of  his  best 
judgment  for  the  interest  of  the  whole  country, 
and  to  have  the  seal  of  approbation  stamped  on 
the  course  he  had  pursued  was  exceedingly 
grateful  to  his  feelings.  He  thought  he  could 
say,  in  as  large  a  sense  as  any  other  man,  that  his 

^  The  President  fostered  the  growth  of  liberal  sentiment  in 
Maryland  and  gave  it  his  constant  personal  support.  The  Eman- 
cipation constitution  was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  only  375 ;  but 
Lincoln's  own  majority  was  7,414. 
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pleasure  consisted  in  belief  that  the  policy  he 
had  pursued  was  the  best,  if  not  the  only  one, 
for  the  safety  of  the  country. 

He  had  said  before,  and  now  repeated,  that  he 
indulged  in  no  feeling  of  triumph  over  any  man 
who  thought  or  acted  differently  from  himself. 
He  had  no  such  feeling  toward  any  living  man. 
When  he  thought  of  Maryland,  in  particular,  he 
was  of  the  opinion  that  she  had  more  than  double 
her  share  in  what  had  occurred  in  the  recent 
elections.  The  adoption  of  a  free-State  consti- 
tution was  a  greater  thing  than  the  part  taken 
by  the  people  of  the  State  in  the  presidential 
election.  He  would  any  day  have  stipulated  to 
lose  Maryland  in  the  presidential  election  to 
save  it  by  the  adoption  of  a  free-State  constitu- 
tion, because  the  presidential  election  comes 
every  four  years,  while  that  is  a  thing  which, 
being  done,  cannot  be  undone.  He  therefore 
thought  that  in  that  they  had  a  victory  for  the 
right  worth  a  great  deal  more  than  their  part  in 
the  presidential  election,  though  of  the  latter  he 
thought  highly.  He  had  once  before  said,  but 
would  say  again,  that  those  who  have  differed 
from  us  and  opposed  us  will  see  that  the  result 
of  the  presidential  election  is  better  for  their 
own  good  than  if  they  had  been  successful. 

Thanking  the  committee  for  their  compliment, 
he  brought  his  brief  speech  to  a  close. 
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Proclamation  concerning  Blockade, 
November  19,  1864 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America: 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas,  by  my  proclamation  of  the  19th  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
one,  it  was  declared  that  the  ports  of  certain 
States,  including  those  of  Norfolk  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  [and]  Fernandina  and  Pensacola,  in 
the  State  of  Florida,  were,  for  reasons  therein 
set  forth,  intended  to  be  placed  under  blockade; 
and  whereas  the  said  ports  were  subsequently 
blockaded  accordingly,  but  having  for  some 
time  past  been  in  the  military  possession  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  they 
should  be  opened  to  domestic  and  foreign  com- 
merce: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  pursu- 
ant to  the  authority  in  me  vested  by  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  on  the  13th 
of  July,  1861,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  pro- 
vide for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  do  hereby  declare  that  the 
blockade  of  the  said  ports  of  Norfolk,  Fernan- 
dina, and  Pensacola  shall  so  far  cease  and  deter- 
mine, from  and  after  the  first  day  of  December 
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next,  that  commercial  intercourse  with  those 
ports,  except  as  to  persons,  things,  and  informa- 
tion contraband  of  war,  may,  from  that  time,  be 
carried  on,  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  limitations  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
regulations  which  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  to  such  military  and 
naval  regulations  as  are  now  in  force,  or  may 
hereafter  be  found  necessary. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this 

nineteenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year 

[L.  S.]     of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  sixty-four,  and  of  the  independence 

of  the  United  States  the  eighty-ninth. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
By  the  President:  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD,  Sec- 
retary of  State. 

Letter  to  General  W.  S.  Rosecrans 

Executive  Mansion,  November  19.  1864. 
Major-General  Rosecrans:  A  Major  Wolf, 
as  it  seems,  was  under  sentence  in  your  depart- 
ment to  be  executed  in  retaliation  for  the  murder 
of  a  Major  Wilson,  and  I,  without  any  particu- 
lar knowledge  of  the  facts,  was  induced  by  ap- 
peals for  mercy  to  order  the  suspension  of  his 
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execution  till  further  order.  Understanding 
that  you  so  desire,  this  letter  places  the  case  again 
within  your  control,  with  the  remark  only  that 
I  wish  you  to  do  nothing  merely  for  revenge, 
but  that  what  you  may  do  shall  be  solely  done 
with  reference  to  the  security  of  the  future. 

Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  A.  R.  Wright 

Executive  Mansion,  November  21,  1864. 
Hon.  A.  R.  Wright,  Louisville,  Ky.:  Admit- 
ting that  your  cotton  was  destroyed  by  the  Fed- 
eral army,  I  do  not  suppose  anything  could  be 
done  for  you  now.  Congress  has  appropriated 
no  money  for  that  class  of  claims,  and  will  not, 
I  expect,  while  the  active  war  lasts. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Bixby,  of  Boston,  Mass  * 

Executive  Mansion,  November  21,  1864. 
Dear  Madam:  I  have  been  shown  in  the  files 
of  the  War  Department  a  statement  of  the  Adju- 
tant-General of  Massachusetts  that  you  are  the 
mother  of  five  sons  who  have  died  gloriously  on 
the  field  of  battle.  I  feel  how  weak  and  fruitless 
must  be  any  words  of  mine  which  should  attempt 
to  beguile  you  from  the  grief  of  a  loss  so  over- 

1  This  is  one  of  Lincoln's  most  famous  letters  on  account  of 
its  evident  sincerity  and  the  purity  of  its  expression. 
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whelming.  But  I  cannot  refrain  from  tendering 
to  you  the  consolation  that  may  be  found  in  the 
thanks  of  the  Republic  they  died  to  save.  I  pray 
that  our  heavenly  Father  may  assuage  the  an- 
guish of  your  bereavement,  and  leave  you  only 
the  cherished  memory  of  the  loved  and  lost,  and 
the  solemn  pride  that  must  be  yours  to  have  laid 
so  costly  a  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  freedom. 
Yours  very  sincerely  and  respectfully, 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  Secretary  Stanton 

Executive  Mansion,  November  21,  1864. 

My  dear  Sir:  I  now  propose  that  Smithson 
and  Yocum,  respectively,  be  enlarged,  allowing 
their  sentences  to  stand  as  security  for  their  good 
behavior — that  is,  not  pardon  them,  but  if  ihty 
misbehave,  re-arrest  and  imprison  them  on  the 
old  score. 

Also,  I  think  if  Waring's  premises  down  in 
Maryland  are  \j\ot]  in  use  by  the  government, 
he  and  his  family  might  be  allowed  to  re-occupy 
them.  Yours  truly,  A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  John  Phillips* 

Executive  Mansion,  November  21,  1864. 
My  dear  Sir:    I  have  heard  of  the  incident  at 

^  Deacon  Phillips,  of  Sturbridge,  Mass.,  was  104  years  of  age 
?,nd  had  voted  at  every  Presidential  election  since  the  formation 
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the  polls  in  your  town,  in  which  you  acted  so 
honorable  a  part,  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  writ- 
ing to  you  to  express  my  personal  gratitude  for 
the  compliment  paid  me  by  the  suffrage  of  a 
citizen  so  venerable. 

The  example  of  such  devotion  to  civic  duties 
in  one  whose  days  have  already  been  extended 
an  average  lifetime  beyond  the  Psalmist's  limit, 
cannot  but  be  valuable  and  fruitful.  It  is  not 
for  myself  only,  but  for  the  country  which  you 
have  in  your  sphere  served  so  long  and  so  well, 
that  I  thank  you. 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  Governor  Bramlette 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  22,  1864. 
Governor  Bramlette,  Frankfort,  Ky.:  Yours 
of  to-day  received.  It  seems  that  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Jacobs  and  Colonel  Wolford  are  sta- 
tionary now.  General  Sudarth  and  Mr.  Hodges 
are  here,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  and  myself 
are  trying  to  devise  means  of  pacification  and 
harmony  for  Kentucky,  which  we  hope  to  effect 
soon,  now  that  the  passion-exciting  subject  of  the 
election  is  past.  A.  LINCOLN. 

of  the  Government.  His  devotion  greatly  touched  Lincoln,  who 
felt  profound  gratitude  for  the  people  who  had  helped  his  elec- 
tion. 
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Telegram  to  Governor  A.  G.  Curtin 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  25,  1864. 

Governor  Curtin,  Harrisburg,  Penn.:  I  have 
no  knowledge,  information,  or  belief,  that  three 
States,  or  any  State,  ofifer  to  resume  allegiance. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  General  N.  P.  Banks 

Executive  Mansion,  November  26,  1864. 

Major-General  Banks:  I  had  a  full  confer- 
ence this  morning  with  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
relation  to  yourself.  The  conclusion  is  that  it 
will  be  best  for  all  if  you  proceed  to  New  Or- 
leans and  act  there  in  obedience  to  your  order; 
and,  in  doing  which,  having  continued,  say,  one 
month,  if  it  shall  then,  as  now,  be  your  wish  to 
resign,  your  resignation  will  be  accepted.  Please 
take  this  course.     Yours  truly,     A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  Governor  Stone.* 

Executive  Mansion,  November  29,  1864. 

Governor  of  Iowa:    May  I  renew  my  request 

for  the  exact  aggregate  vote  of  your  State,  cast 

at  the  late  election?    My  object  fails  if  I  do  not 

receive  it  before  Congress  meets.    A.  LINCOLN. 

^  Same  to   the   Governors   of  Michigan,   Wisconsin,  Missouri, 
Ohin.    Oreg-on,    Pennsylvania,    Kansas,   and   West  Virginia. — 
N.  and  H. 
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Telegram  to  James  Speed. 

Executive  Mansion,  December  i,  1864. 

Hon.  James  Speed,  Louisville,  Ky.:  I  ap- 
point you  to  be  Attorney-General.  Please  come 
on  at  once.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegrams  to  Governor  Johnson 

Executive  Mansion,  December  i,  1864. 

Governor  Johnson,  Nashville,  Tenn.:  I  am 
applied  to  for  the  release  of  Alexander  B.  Kin- 
ney, John  P.  Carter,  and  Samuel  A.  Owens. 
Your  name,  commending  their  application  to 
favorable  consideration,  is  on  the  papers.  If 
you  will  say  directly  that  you  think  they  ought 
to  be  discharged,  I  will  discharge  them.  Answer. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Executive  Mansion,  December  i,  1864. 
Gov.  Andrew  Johnson,  Nashville,  Tenn.:  In 
the  cases  of  Alexander  B.  Kinney,  John  P.  Car- 
ter, and  Samuel  A.  Owens,  Colonel  William  B. 
Stokes  has  recommended  the  release  of  all  three. 
His  recommendation  is  on  file  here. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  General  N.  P.  Banks 

Executive  Mansion,  December  2,  1864. 
'Major-General  Banks:     I  know  you  are  dis- 
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satisfied,  which  pains  me  very  much,  but  I  wish 
not  to  be  argued  with  further.  I  entertain  no 
abatement  of  confidence  or  friendship  for  you. 
I  have  told  you  why  I  cannot  order  General 
Canby  from  the  Department  of  the  Gulf — that 
he  whom  I  must  hold  responsible  for  military 
results  is  not  agreed.  Yet  I  do  believe  that  you, 
of  all  men,  can  best  perform  the  part  of  ad- 
vancing the  new  State  government  of  Louisiana, 
and  therefore  I  have  wished  you  to  go  and  try, 
leaving  it  to  yourself  to  give  up  the  trial  at  the 
end  of  a  month  if  you  find  it  impracticable,  or 
personally  too  disagreeable. 

This  is  certainly  meant  in  no  unkindness,  but 
I  wish  to  avoid  further  struggle  about  it 

Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Memorandum,  December  3,  1864 

On  Thursday  of  last  week,  two  ladies  from 
Tennessee  came  before  the  President,  asking 
the  release  of  their  husbands  held  as  prisoners 
of  war  at  Johnson's  Island.  They  were  put  off 
until  Friday,  when  they  came  again,  and  were 
again  put  off  until  Saturday.  At  each  of  the 
interviews  one  of  the  ladies  urged  that  her  hus- 
band was  a  religious  man,^  and  on  Saturday  the 

^  The  religious  views  held  by  Lincoln  have  been  the  subject 
of  considerable  contention.  Many  sects  claim  him  as  a  follower, 
though  he  never  joined  a  church  nor  expressed  preference  for 
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President  ordered  the  release  of  the  prisoners, 
when  he  said  to  this  lady:  "You  say  your  hus- 
band is  a  religious  man  ;  tell  him  when  you  meet 
him,  that  I  say  I  am  not  much  of  a  judge  of  re- 
ligion, but  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  religion  that 
sets  men  to  rebel  and  fight  against  their  govern- 
ment, because,  as  they  think,  that  government 
does  not  sufficiently  help  some  men  to  eat  their 
bread  in  the  sweat  of  other  men's  faces,  is  not 
the  sort  of  religion  upon  which  people  can  get 
to  heaven."  A.  Lincoln. 

Messages  to  Congress,  December  5,  1864 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 
In  conformity  to  the  law  of  July  16,  1862,  I 
most  cordially  recommend  that  Captain  John 
A.  Winslow,  United  States  Navy,  receive  a  vote 
of  thanks  from  Congress  for  the  skill  and  gal- 
lantry exhibited  by  him  in  the  brilliant  action 
whilst  in  command  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Kearsarge,  which  led  to  the  total  destruction  of 
the  piratical  craft  Alabama,  on  the  19th  of  June, 
1864,  ^  vessel  superior  in  tonnage,  superior  in 
number  of  guns,  and  superior  in  number  of  crew. 

This  recommendation  is  specially  made  in  or- 

any  orthodox  or  evangelical  interpretation  of  Christianity.  He 
had  a  strong  and  profound  belief  in  Providence  or  God.  and 
the  triumph  of  right  over  wrong.  Mrs.  Lincoln  often  said  she 
regarded  him  as  a  religious  man  by  nature,  though  confirming 
no  creed. 
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der  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  ninth 
section  of  the  aforesaid  act,  which  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  viz. : 

That  any  line  officer  of  the  navy  or  marine  corps 
may  be  advanced  one  grade,  if,  upon  recommendation 
by  the  President  by  name  he  receives  the  thanks  of 
Congress  for  highly  distinguished  conduct  in  conflict 
with  the  enemy,  or  for  extraordinary  heroism  in  the 
hne  of  his  profession. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

December  5,  1864 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 
In  conformity  to  the  law  of  [the]  i6th  of  July, 
1862,  I  most  cordially  recommend  that  Lieuten- 
ant William  B.  Gushing,  United  States  Navy, 
receive  a  vote  of  thanks  from  Congress  for  his 
important,  gallant,  and  perilous  achievement  in 
destroying  the  rebel  iron-clad  steamer  Albe- 
marle, on  the  night  of  the  27th  of  October,  1864, 
at  Plymouth,  North  Carolina.  The  destruction 
of  so  formidable  a  vessel,  which  had  resisted  the 
continued  attacks  of  a  number  of  our  vessels  on 
former  occasions,  is  an  important  event  touching 
our  future  naval  and  military  operations,  and 
would  reflect  honor  on  any  officer,  and  redounds 
to  the  credit  of  this  young  officer  and  the  few 
brave  comrades  who  assisted  in  this  successful 
and  daring  undertaking. 
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This  recommendation  is  specially  made  in  or- 
der to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  ninth 
section  of  the  aforesaid  act,  which  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  viz. : 

That  any  line  officer  of  the  navy  or  marine  corps 
may  be  advanced  one  grade,  if,  upon  recommendation 
of  the  President  by  name  he  receives  the  thanks  of 
Congress  for  highly  distinguished  conduct  in  conflict 
with  the  enemy,  or  for  extraordinary  heroism  in  the 
line  of  his  profession. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 


Lincoln  Monument,  Springfield,  Ills. 
Erected  after  the  Design  of  Larkin  G.  Mead. 
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Annual  Message  to  Congress,  December  6, 

1864/ 

FELLOW-CITIZENS  of^  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives:  Again  the 
blessings  of  health  and  abundant  harvests 
claim  our  profoundest  gratitude  to  Almighty 
God. 

The  condition  of  our  foreign  affairs  is  reason- 
ably satisfactory. 

Mexico  continues  to  be  a  theater  of  civil  war. 
While  our  political  relations  with  that  country 
have  undergone  no  change,  we  have,  at  the  same 
time,  strictly  maintained  neutrality  between  the 
belligerents.  At  the  request  of  the  States  of 
Costa  Rica  and  Nicaragua,  a  competent  engi- 
neer has  been  authorized  to  make  a  survey  of 
the  River  San  Juan  and  the  Port  of  San  Juan. 

^  The  election  in  November  resulted  in  Lincoln  receiving  212 
out  of  233  votes  in  the  Electoral  College.  It  vindicated  his 
policy  and  strengthened  his  hands  for  the  work  before  him.  A 
few  hours  after  the  election  closed  he  said :  "  We  have  more 
men  now  than  we  had  when  the  war  began."  The  main  issue 
before  the  people  was  the  adoption  of  the  Thirteenth  Amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution,  making  slavery  forever  impossible  and 
perpetuating  the  effect  of  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  which 
Lincoln  himself  had  regarded  as  temporary.  This  message  has 
been  considered  the  best  possible  brief  review  of  the  situation. 
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It  is  a  source  of  much  satisfaction  that  the  diffi- 
culties which  for  a  moment  excited  some  politi- 
cal apprehensions  and  caused  a  closing  of  the  in- 
ter-oceanic transit  route,  have  been  amicably  ad- 
justed, and  that  there  is  a  good  prospect  that  the 
route  will  soon  be  reopened  wath  an  increase  of 
capacity  and  adaptation.  We  could  not  exag- 
gerate either  the  commercial  or  the  political  im- 
portance of  that  great  improvement.  It  would 
be  doing  injustice  to  an  important  South  Ameri- 
can State  not  to  acknowledge  the  directness, 
frankness,  and  cordiality  with  which  the  United 
States  of  Colombia  have  entered  into  intimate 
relations  with  this  governmicnt.  A  claims  con- 
vention has  been  constituted  to  complete  the  un- 
finished work  of  the  one  which  closed  its  session 
in  1861. 

The  new  liberal  constitution  of  Venezuela  hav- 
ing gone  into  effect  with  the  universal  acquies- 
cence of  the  people,  the  government  under  it  has 
been  recognized,  and  diplomatic  intercourse  with 
it  has  been  opened  in  a  cordial  and  friendly 
spirit.  The  long-deferred  Aves  Island  claim 
has  been  satisfactorily  paid  and  discharged. 

Mutual  payments  have  been  made  of  the  claims 
awarded  by  the  late  joint  commission  for  the  set- 
tlement of  claims  between  the  United  States  and 
Peru.  An  earnest  and  cordial  friendship  con- 
tinues to  exist  between  the  two  countries,  and 
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such  efforts  as  were  in  my  power  have  been  used 
to  remove  misunderstanding,  and  avert  a  threat- 
ened war  between  Peru  and  Spain. 

Our  relations  are  of  the  most  friendly  nature 
with  Chili,  the  Argentine  Republic,  Bolivia, 
Costa  Rica,  Paraguay,  San  Salvador,  and  Hayti. 

During  the  past  year  no  differences  of  any 
kind  have  arisen  with  any  of  these  republics, 
and  on  the  other  hand,  their  sympathies  with 
the  United  States  are  constantly  expressed  with 
cordiality  and  earnestness. 

The  claim  arising  from  the  seizure  of  the 
cargo  of  the  brig  Macedonian  in  1821  has  been 
paid  in  full  by  the  Government  of  Chili. 

Civil  war  continues  in  the  Spanish  part  of 
San  Domingo,  apparently  without  prospect  of 
an  early  close. 

Official  correspondence  has  been  freely  opened 
with  Liberia,  and  it  gives  us  a  pleasing  view  of 
social  and  political  progress  in  that  republic. 
It  may  be  expected  to  derive  new  vigor  from 
American  influence,  improved  by  the  rapid  dis- 
appearance of  slavery  in  the  United  States. 

I  solicit  your  authority  to  furnish  to  the  re- 
public a  gunboat,  at  moderate  cost,  to  be  reim- 
bursed to  the  United  States  by  instalments. 
Such  a  vessel  is  needed  for  the  safety  of  that 
State  against  the  native  African  races,  and  in 
Liberian  hands  it  would  be  more  effective  in 
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arresting  the  African  slave-trade  than  a  squad- 
ron in  our  own  hands.  The  possession  of  the 
least  organized  naval  force  would  stimulate  a 
generous  ambition  in  the  republic,  and  the  con- 
fidence which  we  should  manifest  by  furnishing 
it  would  win  forbearance  and  favor  toward  the 
colony  from  all  civilized  nations. 

The  proposed  overland  telegraph  between 
America  and  Europe,  by  the  way  of  Behring's 
Straits  and  Asiatic  Russia,  which  was  sanctioned 
by  Congress  at  the  last  session,  has  been  under- 
taken, under  very  favorable  circumstances,  by 
an  association  of  American  citizens,  with  the 
cordial  good-will  and  support  as  well  of  this 
government  as  those  of  Great  Britain  and  Rus- 
sia. Assurances  have  been  received  from  most 
of  the  South  American  States  of  their  high  ap- 
preciation of  the  enterprise  and  their  readiness 
to  cooperate  in  constructing  lines  tributary  to 
that  world-encircling  communication.  I  learn 
with  much  satisfaction  that  the  noble  design  of 
a  telegraphic  communication  between  the  east- 
ern coast  of  America  and  Great  Britain  has  been 
renewed,  with  full  expectation  of  its  early  ac- 
complishment. 

Thus  it  is  hoped  that  with  the  return  of  do- 
mestic peace  the  country  will  be  able  to  resume 
with  energy  and  advantage  its  former  high  ca- 
reer of  commerce  and  civilization. 
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Our  very  popular  and  estimable  representa- 
tive in  Egypt  died  in  April  last.  An  unpleas- 
ant altercation  which  arose  between  the  tempo- 
rary incumbent  of  the  office  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Pasha,  resulted  in  a  suspension  of 
intercourse.  The  evil  was  promptly  corrected 
on  the  arrival  of  the  successor  in  the  consulate, 
and  our  relations  with  Egypt,  as  well  as  our  re- 
lations with  the  Barbary  Powers,  are  entirely 
satisfactory. 

The  rebellion  which  has  so  long  been  flagrant 
in  China  has  at  last  been  suppressed  with  the  co- 
operating good  offices  of  this  government  and  of 
the  other  western  commercial  States.  The  judi- 
cial consular  establishment  there  has  become 
very  difficult  and  onerous,  and  it  will  need  leg- 
islative revision  to  adapt  it  to  the  extension  of 
our  commerce  and  to  the  more  intimate  inter- 
course which  has  been  instituted  with  the  gov- 
ernment and  people  of  that  vast  empire.  China 
seems  to  be  accepting  with  hearty  good-will  the 
conventional  laws  which  regulate  commercial 
and  social  intercourse  among  the  western  na- 
tions. Owing  to  the  peculiar  situation  of  Japan 
and  the  anomalous  form  of  its  government,  the 
action  of  that  empire  in  performing  treaty  stipu- 
lations is  inconstant  and  capricious.  Neverthe- 
less, good  progress  has  been  effected  by  the  west- 
ern powers  moving  with  enlightened  concert. 
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Our  own  pecuniary  claims  have  been  allowed  or 
put  in  course  of  settlement,  and  the  inland  sea 
has  been  reopened  to  commerce.  There  is  rea- 
son also  to  believe  that  these  proceedings  have 
increased  rather  than  diminished  the  friendship 
of  Japan  toward  the  United  States. 

The  ports  of  Norfolk,  Fernandina,  and  Pen- 
sacola  have  been  opened  by  proclamation.  It  is 
hoped  that  foreign  merchants  will  now  consider 
whether  it  is  not  safer  and  more  profitable  to 
themselves,  as  well  as  just  to  the  United  States, 
to  resort  to  these  and  other  open  ports,  than  it 
is  to  pursue,  through  many  hazards,  and  at  vast 
cost,  a  contraband  trade  with  other  ports  which 
are  closed,  if  not  by  actual  military  occupation, 
at  least  by  a  lawful  and  effective  blockade. 

For  myself,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  power  and 
duty  of  the  executive,  under  the  law  of  nations, 
to  exclude  enemies  of  the  human  race  from  an 
asylum  in  the  United  States.  If  Congress 
should  think  that  proceedings  in  such  cases  lack 
the  authority  of  law,  or  ought  to  be  further  regu- 
lated by  it,  I  recommend  that  provision  be  made 
for  effectually  preventing  foreign  slave-traders 
from  acquiring  domicile  and  facilities  for  their 
criminal  occupation  in  our  country. 

It  is  possible  that  if  it  were  a  new  and  open 
question,  the  maritime  powers,  with  the  lights 
they  now  enjoy,  would  not  concede  the  privileges 
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of  a  naval  belligerent  to  the  insurgents  of  the 
United  States,  destitute  as  they  are,  and  always 
have  been,  equally  of  ships-of-war  and  of  ports 
and  harbors.  Disloyal  emissaries  have  been 
neither  less  assiduous  nor  more  successful  during 
the  last  year  than  they  were  before  that  time  in 
their  efforts,  under  favor  of  that  privilege,  to  em- 
broil our  country  in  foreign  wars.  The  desire 
and  determination  of  the  governments  of  the 
maritime  States  to  defeat  that  design  are  be- 
lieved to  be  as  sincere  as,  and  cannot  be  more 
earnest  than,  our  own.  Nevertheless,  unfore- 
seen political  difficulties  have  arisen,  especially 
in  Brazilian  and  British  ports,  and  on  the  north- 
ern boundary  of  the  United  States,  which  have 
required,  and  are  likely  to  continue  to  require, 
the  practice  of  constant  vigilance  and  a  just  and 
conciliatory  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  of  the  nations  concerned  and 
their  governments. 

Commissioners  have  been  appointed,  under 
the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  on  the  adjustment 
of  the  claims  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  and  Puget's 
Sound  Agricultural  Companies  in  Oregon,  and 
are  now  proceeding  to  the  execution  of  the  trust 
assigned  to  them. 

In  view  of  the  insecurity  of  life  and  property 
In  the  region  adjacent  to  the  Canadian  border, 
by  reason  of  recent  assaults   and   depredations 
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committed  by  inimical  and  desperate  persons  who 
are  harbored  there,  it  has  been  thought  proper 
to  give  notice  that  after  the  expiration  of  six 
months,  the  period  conditionally  stipulated  in 
the  existing  arrangement  with  Great  Britain,  the 
United  States  must  hold  themselves  at  liberty  to 
increase  their  naval  armament  upon  the  lakes  if 
they  shall  find  that  proceeding  necessary.  The 
condition  of  the  border  will  necessarily  come 
into  consideration  in  connection  with  the  ques- 
tion of  continuing  or  modifying  the  rights  of 
transit  from  Canada  through  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  the  regulation  of  imposts,  which  were 
temporarily  established  by  the  Reciprocity 
Treaty  of  the  5th  of  June,  1854. 

I  desire,  however,  to  be  understood  while 
making  this  statement,  that  the  colonial  authori- 
ties of  Canada  are  not  deemed  to  be  intentionally 
unjust  or  unfriendly  toward  the  United  States; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  there  is  every  reason  to  ex- 
pect that,  with  the  approval  of  the  Imperial 
Government,  they  will  take  the  necessary  meas- 
ures to  prevent  new  incursions  across  the  border. 

The  act  passed  at  the  last  session  for  the  en- 
couragement of  immigration  has,  so  far  as  was 
possible,  been  put  in  operation.  It  seems  to  need 
amendment  which  will  enable  the  officers  of  the 
government  to  prevent  the  practice  of  frauds 
against  the  immigrants  while  on  their  way  and 
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on  their  arrival  in  the  ports,  so  as  to  secure  them 
here  a  free  choice  of  avocations  and  places  of  set- 
tlement. A  liberal  disposition  toward  this  great 
national  policy  is  manifested  by  most  of  the  Eu- 
ropean States,  and  ought  to  be  reciprocated  on 
our  part  by  giving  the  immigrants  effective  na- 
tional protection.  I  regard  our  immigrants  as 
one  of  the  principal  replenishing  streams  which 
are  appointed  by  Providence  to  repair  the  rav- 
ages of  internal  war,  and  its  wastes  of  national 
strength  and  health.  All  that  is  necessary  is  to 
secure  the  flow  of  that  stream  in  its  present  full- 
ness, and  to  that  end  the  government  must,  in 
every  way,  make  it  manifest  that  it  neither  needs 
nor  designs  to  impose  involuntary  military  serv- 
ice upon  those  who  come  from  other  lands  to 
cast  their  lot  in  our  country. 

The  financial  affairs  of  the  government  have 
been  successfully  administered  during  the  last 
year.  The  legislation  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress has  beneficially  affected  the  revenues,  al- 
though sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  ex- 
perience the  full  effect  of  several  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  acts  of  Congress  imposing  in- 
creased taxation. 

The  receipts  during  the  year,  from  all  sources, 
upon  the  basis  of  warrants  signed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  including  loans  and  the 
balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  day  of  July, 
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1863,  were  $1,394,796,007.62,  and  the  aggregate 
disbursements,  upon  the  same  basis,  were  $1,- 
298,056,101.89,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury, 
as  shown  by  warrants,  of  $96,739,905.73. 

Deduct  from  these  amounts  the  amount  of  the 
principal  of  the  public  debt  redeemed,  and  the 
amount  of  issues  in  substitution  therefor,  and  the 
actual  cash  operations  of  the  treasury  were:  re- 
ceipts, $884,076,646.57;  disbursements,  $865,- 
234,087.86,  which  leaves  a  cash  balance  in  the 
treasury  of  $18,842,558.71. 

Of  the  receipts,  there  were  derived  from  cus- 
toms, $102,316,152.99;  from  lands,  $588,333.29; 
from  direct  taxes,  $475,648.96;  from  internal 
revenue,  $109,741,134.10;  from  miscellaneous 
sources,  $47,511,448.10;  and  from  loans  applied 
to  actual  expenditures,  including  former  bal- 
ance, $623,443,929.13. 

There  were  disbursed  for  the  civil  service, 
$27,505,599.46;  for  pensions  and  Indians,  $7,- 
517,930.97;  for  the  War  Department,  $690,791,- 
842.97;  for  the  Navy  Department,  $85,733,- 
292.77;  for  interest  on  the  public  debt,  $53,- 
685,421.69 — making  an  aggregate  of  $865,234,- 
087.86,  and  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of 
$18,842,558.71,  as  before  stated. 

For  the  actual  receipts  and  disbursements  for 
the  first  quarter,  and  the  estimated  receipts  and 
disbursements  for  the  three  remaining  quarters 
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of  the  current  fiscal  year,  and  the  general  opera- 
tions of  the  treasury  in  detail,  I  refer  you  to  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  con- 
cur with  him  in  the  opinion  that  the  proportion 
of  moneys  required  to  meet  the  expenses  conse- 
quent upon  the  war  derived  from  taxation  should 
be  still  further  increased;  and  I  earnestly  invite 
your  attention  to  this  subject,  to  the  end  that 
there  may  be  such  additional  legislation  as  shall 
be  required  to  meet  the  just  expectations  of  the 
Secretary. 

The  public  debt  on  the  first  day  of  July 
last,  as  appears  by  the  books  of  the  treasury, 
amounted  to  $1,740,690,489.49.  Probably, 
should  the  war  continue  for  another  year,  that 
amount  may  be  increased  by  not  far  from  $500,- 
000,000.  Held  as  it  is,  for  the  most  part,  by 
our  own  people,  it  has  become  a  substantial 
branch  of  national  though  private  property. 
For  obvious  reasons,  the  more  nearly  this  prop- 
erty can  be  distributed  among  all  the  people, 
the  better.  To  favor  such  general  distribution, 
greater  inducements  to  become  owners  might, 
perhaps,  with  good  effect,  and  without  injury, 
be  presented  to  persons  of  limited  means.  With 
this  view,  I  suggest  whether  it  might  not  be  both 
competent  and  expedient  for  Congress  to  pro- 
vide that  a  limited  amount  of  some  future  issue 
of  public  securities  might  be  held  by  any  bona- 
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fide  purchaser  exempt  from  taxation,  and  from 
seizure  for  debt  under  such  restrictions  and  limi- 
tations as  might  be  necessary  to  guard  against 
abuse  of  so  important  a  privilege.  This  would 
enable  every  prudent  person  to  set  aside  a  small 
annuity  against  a  possible  day  of  want. 

Privileges  like  these  would  render  the  posses- 
sion of  such  securities,  to  the  amount  limited, 
most  desirable  to  every  person  of  small  means 
who  might  be  able  to  save  enough  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  great  advantage  of  citizens  being 
creditors  as  well  as  debtors,  with  relation  to  the 
public  debt,  is  obvious.  Men  readily  perceive 
that  they  cannot  be  much  oppressed  by  a  debt 
which  they  owe  to  themselves. 

The  public  debt  on  the  first  day  of  July  last, 
although  somewhat  exceeding  the  estimate  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  to  Congress  at 
the  commencement  of  the  last  session,  falls  short 
of  the  estimate  of  that  officer  made  in  the  pre- 
ceding December,  as  to  its  probable  amount  at 
the  beginning  of  this  year,  by  the  sum  of  $3,995,- 
097.31.  This  fact  exhibits  a  satisfactory  condi- 
tion and  conduct  of  the  operations  of  the 
treasury. 

The  national  banking  system  is  proving  to  be 
acceptable  to  capitalists  and  to  the  people.  On 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  November  584  national 
banks  had  been  organized,  a  considerable  num- 
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ber  of  which  were  conversions  from  State  banks. 
Changes  from  State  systems  to  the  national  sys- 
tem are  rapidly  taking  place,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
very  soon  there  will  be  in  the  United  States  no 
banks  of  issue  not  authorized  by  Congress,  and 
no  bank-note  circulation  not  secured  by  the  gov- 
ernment. That  the  government  and  the  people 
will  derive  great  benefit  from  this  change  in  the 
banking  systems  of  the  country,  can  hardly  be 
questioned.  The  national  system  will  create  a 
reliable  and  permanent  influence  in  support  of 
the  national  credit,  and  protect  the  people 
against  losses  in  the  use  of  paper  money. 
Whether  or  not  any  further  legislation  is  advis- 
able for  the  suppression  of  State  bank  issues,  it 
will  be  for  Congress  to  determine.  It  seems 
quite  clear  that  the  treasury  cannot  be  satisfac- 
torily conducted  unless  the  government  can  ex- 
ercise a  restraining  power  over  the  bank-note 
circulation  of  the  country. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
accompanying  documents  will  detail  the  cam- 
paigns of  the  armies  in  the  field  since  the  date 
of  the  last  annual  message,  and  also  the  opera- 
tions of  the  several  administrative  bureaus  of 
the  War  Department  during  the  last  year.  It 
will  also  specify  the  measures  deemed  essential 
for  the  national  defense,  and  to  keep  up  and  sup- 
ply the  requisite  miitary  force. 
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The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  pre- 
sents a  comprehensive  and  satisfactory  exhibit 
of  the  affairs  of  that  department  and  of  the  naval 
service.  It  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  and 
laudable  pride  to  our  countrymen  that  a  navy  of 
such  vast  proportions  has  been  organized  in  so 
brief  a  period,  and  conducted  with  so  much  ef- 
ficiency and  success.  The  general  exhibit  of  the 
navy,  including  vessels  under  construction  on 
the  I  St  of  December,  1864,  shows  a  total  of  671 
vessels,  carrying  4610  guns,  and  510,396  tons, 
being  an  actual  increase  during  the  year,  over 
and  above  all  losses  by  shipwreck  or  in  battle, 
of  83  vessels,  167  guns,  and  42,427  tons. 

The  total  number  of  men  at  this  time  in  the 
naval  service,  including  officers,  is  about  51,000. 

There  have  been  captured  by  the  navy  during 
the  year,  324  vessels,  and  the  whole  number  of 
naval  captures  since  hostilities  commenced  is 
1379,  of  which  267  are  steamers. 

The  gross  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of 
condemned  prize  property  thus  far  reported 
amounts  to  $14,396,250.51.  A  large  amount  of 
such  proceeds  is  still  under  adjudication  and  yet 
to  be  reported. 

The  total  expenditure  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment of  every  description,  including  the  cost  of 
the  immense  squadrons  that  have  been  called 
into  existence  from  the  4th  of  March,  1861,  to 
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the  ist  of  November,   1864,  is  $238,647,262.35. 

Your  favorable  consideration  is  invited  to  the 
various  recommendations  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  especially  in  regard  to  a  navy-yard  and 
suitable  establishment  for  the  construction  and 
repair  of  iron  vessels,  and  the  machinery  and 
armature  for  our  ships,  to  which  reference  was 
made  in  my  last  annual  message. 

Your  attention  is  also  invited  to  the  views  ex- 
pressed in  the  report  in  relation  to  the  legisla- 
tion of  Congress,  at  its  last  session,  in  respect  to 
prize  on  our  inland  waters. 

I  cordially  concur  in  the  recommendations  of 
the  Secretary  as  to  the  propriety  of  creating  the 
new  rank  of  vice-admiral  in  our  naval  service. 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  report  of  the 
Postmaster-General  for  a  detailed  account  of 
the  operations  and  financial  condition  of  the 
Post-office  Department. 

The  postal  revenues  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1864,  amounted  to  $12,438,253.78,  and  the 
expenditures  to  $12,644,786.20;  the  excess  of 
expenditures  over  receipts  being  $206,532.42. 

The  views  presented  by  the  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral on  the  subject  of  special  grants  by  the  gov- 
ernment, in  aid  of  the  establishment  of  new  lines 
of  ocean  mail  steamships,  and  the  policy  he  rec- 
ommends for  the  development  of  increased 
commercial  intercourse  with  adjacent  and  neigh- 
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boring  countries,  should  receive  the  careful  con- 
sideration of  Congress. 

It  is  of  noteworthy  interest  that  the  steady  ex- 
pansion of  population,  improvement,  and  gov- 
ernmental institutions  over  the  new  and  unoccu- 
pied portions  of  our  country  have  scarcely  been 
checked,  much  less  impeded  or  destroyed,  by 
our  great  civil  war,  which  at  first  glance  would 
seem  to  have  absorbed  almost  the  entire  energies 
of  the  nation. 

The  organization  and  admission  of  the  State 
of  Nevada  has  been  completed  in  conformity 
with  law,  and  thus  our  excellent  system  is  firmly 
established  in  the  mountains  w^ljich  once  seemed 
a  barren  and  uninhabitable  waste  between  the 
Atlantic  States  and  those  which  have  grown  up 
on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  Territories  of  the  Union  are  generally  in 
a  condition  of  prosperity  and  rapid  growth. 
Idaho  and  Montana,  by  reason  of  their  great  dis- 
tance and  the  interruption  of  communication 
with  them  by  Indian  hostilities,  have  been  only 
partially  organized;  but  it  is  understood  that 
these  difficulties  are  about  to  disappear,  which 
will  permit  their  governments,  like  those  of  the 
others,  to  go  into  speedy  and  full  operation. 

As  intimately  connected  with  and  promotive  of 
this  material  growth  of  the  nation,  I  ask  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  the  valuable  information 
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and  important  recommendations  relating  to  the 
public  lands,  Indian  affairs,  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road, and  mineral  discoveries  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  which  is 
herewith  transmitted,  and  which  report  also  em- 
braces the  subjects  of  patents,  pensions,  and  other 
topics  of  public  interest  pertaining  to  his  depart- 
ment. The  quantity  of  public  land  disposed  of 
during  the  five  quarters  ending  on  the  30th  of 
September  last  was  4,221,342  acres,  of  which 
1,538,614  acres  were  entered  under  the  home- 
stead law.  The  remainder  was  located  with 
military  land  warrants,  agricultural  scrip  certi- 
fied to  States  for  railroads,  and  sold  for  cash. 
The  cash  received  from  sales  and  location  fees 
was  $1,019,446. 

The  income  from  sales  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1864,  was  $678,007.21,  against 
$136,077.95  received  during  the  preceding  year. 
The  aggregate  number  of  acres  surveyed  during 
the  year  has  been  equal  to  the  quantity  disposed 
of,  and  there  is  open  to  settlement  about  133,000,- 
000  acres  of  surveyed  land. 

The  great  enterprise  of  connecting  the  Atlan- 
tic with  the  Pacific  States  by  railways  and  tele- 
graph lines  has  been  entered  upon  with  a  vigor 
that  gives  assurance  of  success,  notwithstanding 
the  embarrassments  arising  from  the  prevail- 
ing high  prices  of  materials  and   labor.     The 
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route  of  the  main  line  of  the  road  has  been  defi- 
nitely located  for  one  hundred  miles  westward 
from  the  initial  point  at  Omaha  City,  Nebraska, 
and  a  preliminary  location  of  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road of  California  has  been  made  from  Sacra- 
mento, eastward,  to  the  great  bend  of  Truckee 
River,  in  Nevada. 

Numerous  discoveries  of  gold,  silver,  and  cin- 
nabar mines  have  been  added  to  the  many  here- 
tofore known,  and  the  country  occupied  by  the 
Sierra  Nevada  and  Rocky  Mountains  and  the 
subordinate  ranges  now  teems  with  enterpris- 
ing labor  which  is  richly  remunerative.  It  is 
believed  that  the  product  of  the  mines  of  pre- 
cious metals  in  that  region  has,  during  the  year, 
reached,  if  not  exceeded,  $ick),ooo,ooo  in  value. 

It  was  recommended  in  my  last  annual  mes- 
sage that  our  Indian  system  be  remodeled. 
Congress,  at  its  last  session,  acting  upon  the  rec- 
ommendation, did  provide  for  reorganizing  the 
system  in  California,  and  it  is  believed  that  un- 
der the  present  organization  the  management  of 
the  Indians  there  will  be  attended  with  reason- 
able success.  Much  yet  remains  to  be  done  to 
provide  for  the  proper  government  of 
the  Indians  in  other  parts  of  the  country, 
to  render  it  secure  for  the  advancing  settler 
and  to  provide  for  the  welfare  of  the  Indian. 
The  Secretary  reiterates  his  recommendations, 
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and  to  them  the  attention  of  Congress  is  invited. 

The  liberal  provisions  made  by  Congress  for 
paying  pensions  to  invalid  soldiers  and  sailors 
of  the  Republic,  and  to  the  widows,  orphans, 
and  dependent  mothers  of  those  who  have  fallen 
in  battle,  or  died  of  disease  contracted,  or  of 
wounds  received,  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
have  been  diligently  administered. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  pension-rolls, 
during  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth  day  of  June 
last,  the  names  of  16,770  invalid  soldiers,  and  of 
271  disabled  seamen;  making  the  present  num- 
ber of  army  invalid  pensioners,  22,767,  and  of 
navy  invalid  pensioners,  712. 

Of  widows,  orphans,  and  mothers,  22,198 
have  been  placed  on  the  army  pension-rolls,  and 
248  on  the  navy-rolls.  The  present  number  of 
army  pensioners  of  this  class  is  25,433,  ^^^  of 
navy  pensioners,  793.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  the  number  of  Revolutionary  pensioners 
was  1430;  only  twelve  of  them  were  soldiers, 
of  whom  seven  have  since  died.  The  remainder 
are  those  who  under  the  law  receive  pensions 
because  of  relationship  to  Revolutionary  soldiers. 
During  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1864, 
$4,504,616.92  have  been  paid  to  pensioners  of 
all  classes. 

I  cheerfully  commend  to  your  continued  pat- 
ronage the  benevolent  institutions  of  the  District 


302  Abraham   Lincoln  [Dec.  6 

of  Columbia,  which  have  hitherto  been  es^ 
tablished  or  fostered  by  Congress,  and  respect- 
fully refer  for  information  concerning  them, 
and  in  relation  to  the  Washington  aqueduct,  the 
Capitol,  and  other  matters  of  local  interest,  to 
the  report  of  the  Secretary. 

The  Agricultural  Department,  under  the  su- 
pervision of  its  present  energetic  and  faithful 
head,  is  rapidly  commending  itself  to  the  great 
and  vital  interest  it  was  created  to  advance.  It 
is  peculiarly  the  people's  department,  in  which 
they  feel  more  directly  concerned  than  in  any 
other.  I  commend  it  to  the  continued  attention 
and  fostering  care  of  Congress. 

The  war  continues.  Since  the  last  annual 
messages,  all  the  important  lines  and  positions 
then  occupied  by  our  forces  have  been  main- 
tained, and  our  arms  have  steadily  advanced, 
thus  liberating  the  regions  left  in  rear;  so  that 
Missouri,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  parts  of 
other  States  have  again  produced  reasonably  fair 
crops. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  in  the  military 
operations  of  the  year  is  General  Sherman's  at- 
tempted march  of  three  hundred  miles,  directly 
through  the  insurgent  region.  It  tends  to  show 
a  great  increase  of  our  relative  strength,  that 
our  general-in-chief  should  feel  able  to  confront 
and   hold   in   check  every  active   force   of  the 
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enemy,  and  yet  to  detach  a  well-appointed  lar,^e 
army  to  move  on  such  an  expedition.  The  re- 
sult not  yet  being  known,  conjecture  in  regard 
to  it  is  not  here  indulged. 

Important  movements  have  also  occurred  dur- 
ing the  year  to  the  effect  of  molding  society  for 
durability  in  the  Union.  Although  short  of 
complete  success,  it  is  much  in  the  right  direc- 
tion that  12,000  citizens  in  each  of  the  States  of 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana  have  organized  loyal 
State  governments,  with  free  constitutions,  and 
are  earnestly  striiggling  to  maintain  and  admin- 
ister them.  The  movements  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, more  extensive  though  less  definite,  in  Mis- 
souri, Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  should  not  be 
overlooked.  But  Maryland  presents  the  exam- 
ple of  complete  success.  Maryland  is  secure  to 
liberty  and  Union  for  all  the  future.  The  genius 
of  rebellion  will  no  more  claim  Maryland. 
Like  another  foul  spirit,  being  driven  out,  it  may 
seek  to  tear  her,  but  it  will  woo  her  no  more. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  a  proposed 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  abolishing  slav- 
ery throughout  the  United  States,  passed  the 
Senate,  but  failed  for  lack  of  the  requisite  two- 
thirds  vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Although  the  present  is  the  same  Congress,  and 
nearly  the  same  members,  and  without  question- 
ing the  wisdom  or  patriotism  of  those  who  stood 
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in  opposition,  I  venture  to  recommend  the  re- 
consideration and  passage  of  the  measure  at  the 
present  session.  Of  course  the  abstract  question 
is  not  changed,  but  an  intervening  election  shows, 
almost  certainly,  that  the  next  Congress  will  pass 
the  measure  if  this  does  not.  Hence  there  is 
only  a  question  of  time  as  to  when  the  proposed 
amendment  will  go  to  the  States  for  their  action. 
And  as  it  is  to  so  go,  at  all  events,  may  we  not 
agree  that  the  sooner  the  better?  It  is  not 
claimed  that  the  election  has  imposed  a  duty  on 
members  to  change  their  views  or  their  votes 
any  further  than  as  an  additional  element  to  be 
considered,  their  judgment  may  be  affected  by 
it.  It  is  the  voice  of  the  people  now  for  the 
first  time  heard  upon  the  question.  In  a  great 
national  crisis  like  ours,  unanimity  of  action 
among  those  seeking  a  common  end  is  very  desir- 
able— almost  indispensable.  And  yet  no  ap- 
proach to  such  unanimity  is  attainable  unless 
some  deference  shall  be  paid  to  the  will  of  the 
majority,  simply  because  it  is  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority. In  this  case  the  common  end  is  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Union,  and  among  the  means  to 
secure  that  end,  such  will,  through  the  election, 
is  most  clearly  declared  in  favor  of  such  consti- 
tutional amendment. 

The  most  reliable  indication  of  public  pur- 
pose in  this  country  is  derived  through  our  popu- 


1864]  Annual  Message  305 

lar  elections.  Judging  by  the  recent  canvass 
and  its  result,  the  purpose  of  the  people  within 
the  loyal  States  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  was  never  more  firm  nor  more  nearly 
unanimous  than  now.  The  extraordinary  calm- 
ness and  good  order  with  which  the  millions  of 
voters  met  and  mingled  at  the  polls  give  strong 
assurance  of  this.  Not  only  all  those  who  sup- 
ported the  Union  ticket,  so  called,  but  a  great 
majority  of  the  opposing  party  also,  may  be 
fairly  claimed  to  entertain,  and  to  be  actuated 
by,  the  same  purpose.  It  is  an  unanswerable  ar- 
gument to  this  effect,  that  no  candidate  for  any 
office  whatever,  high  or  low,  has  ventured  to 
seek  votes  on  the  avowal  that  he  was  for  giving 
up  the  Union.  There  has  been  much  impugn- 
ing of  motives,  and  much  heated  controversy  as 
to  the  proper  means  and  best  mode  of  advancing 
the  Union  cause;  but  on  the  distinct  issue  of 
Union  or  no  Union  the  politicians  have  shown 
their  instinctive  knowledge  that  there  is  no  di- 
versity among  the  people.  In  affording  the  peo- 
ple the  fair  opportunity  of  showing  one  to  an- 
other and  to  the  world  this  firmness  and  una- 
nimity of  purpose,  the  election  has  been  of  vast 
value  to  the  national  cause. 

The  election  has  exhibited  another  fact,  not 
less  valuable  to  be  known — the  fact  that  we  do 
not  approach  exhaustion  in  the  most  important 
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branch  of  national  resources — that  of  living  men. 
While  it  is  melancholy  to  reflect  that  the  war 
has  filled  so  many  graves,  and  carried  mourning 
to  so  many  hearts,  it  is  some  relief  to  know  that 
compared  with  the  surviving,  the  fallen  have 
been  so  few.  While  corps,  and  divisions,  and 
brigades,  and  regiments  have  formed,  and 
fought,  and  dwindled,  and  gone  out  of  existence, 
a  great  majority  of  the  men  who  composed  them 
are  still  living.  The  same  is  true  of  the  naval 
service.  The  election  returns  prove  this.  So 
many  voters  could  not  else  be  found.  The 
States  regularly  holding  elections,  both  now  and 
four  years  ago — to  wit:  California,  Connecti- 
cut, Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Ken- 
tucky, Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Michi- 
gan, Minnesota,  Missouri,  New  Hampshire, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Penn- 
sylvania, Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  Wisconsin — cast  3,982,01 1  votes  now, 
against  3,870,222  cast  then;  showing  an  aggre- 
gate now  of  3,982,011.  To  this  is  to  be  added 
33,762  cast  now  in  the  new  States  of  Kansas  and 
Nevada,  which  States  did  not  vote  in  i860; 
thus  swelling  the  aggregate  to  4,015,773,  and  the 
net  increase  during  the  three  years  and  a  half 
of  war,  to  145,551.  A  table  is  appended,  show- 
ing particulars.  To  this  again  should  be  added 
the  number  of  all  soldiers  in  the  field  from  Mas- 
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sachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  and  California,  who  by  the 
laws  of  those  States  could  not  vote  away  from 
their  homes,  and  which  number  cannot  be  less 
than  90,000.  Nor  yet  is  this  all.  The  number 
in  organized  Territories  is  triple  now  what  it 
was  four  years  ago,  while  thousands,  white  and 
black,  join  us  as  the  national  arms  press  back 
the  insurgent  lines.  So  much  is  shown,  affirma- 
tively and  negatively,  by  the  election. 

It  is  not  material  to  inquire  how  the  increase 
has  been  produced,  or  to  show  that  it  would  have 
been  greater  but  for  the  war,  which  is  probably 
true.  The  important  fact  remains  demonstra- 
ted that  we  have  more  men  now  than  we  had 
when  the  war  began ;  that  we  are  not  exhausted, 
nor  in  process  of  exhaustion;  that  we  are  gain- 
ing strength,  and  may,  if  need  be,  maintain  the 
contest  indefinitely.  This  as  to  men.  Material 
resources  are  now  more  complete  and  abundant 
than  ever. 

The  national  resources,  then,  are  unexhausted, 
and,  as  we  believe,  inexhaustible.  The  public 
purpose  to  reestablish  and  maintain  the  national 
authority  is  unchanged,  and,  as  we  believe,  un- 
changeable. The  manner  of  continuing  the  ef- 
fort remains  to  choose.  On  careful  considera- 
tion of  all  the  evidence  accessible,  it  seems  to 
me  that  no  attempt  at  negotiation  with  the  in- 
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surgent  leader  could  result  in  any  good.  He 
would  accept  nothing  short  of  severance  of  the 
Union — precisely  what  we  will  not  and  cannot 
give.  His  declarations  to  this  efifect  are  explicit 
and  oft  repeated.  He  does  not  attempt  to  de- 
ceive us.  He  affords  us  no  excuse  to  deceive 
ourselves.  He  cannot  voluntarily  re-accept  the 
Union;  we  cannot  voluntarily  yield  it. 

Between  him  and  us  the  issue  is  distinct,  sim- 
ple, and  inflexible.  It  is  an  issue  which  can  only 
be  tried  by  war,  and  decided  by  victory.  If  we 
yield,  we  are  beaten ;  if  the  Southern  people  fail 
him,  he  is  beaten.  Either  way  it  would  be  the 
victory  and  defeat  following  war.  What  is 
true,  however,  of  him  who  heads  the  insurgent 
cause,  is  not  necessarily  true  of  those  who  fol- 
low. Although  he  cannot  re-accept  the  Union, 
they  can.  Some  of  them,  we  know,  already  de- 
sire peace  and  reunion.  The  number  of  such 
may  increase. 

They  can  at  any  moment  have  peace  simply 
by  laying  down  their  arms  and  submitting  to 
the  national  authority  under  the  Constitution. 
After  so  much  the  government  could  not,  if  it 
would,  maintain  war  against  them.  The  loyal 
people  would  not  sustain  or  allow  it.  If  ques- 
tions should  remain,  we  would  adjust  them  by 
the  peaceful  means  of  legislation,  conference, 
courts,  and  votes,  operating  only  in  constitu- 
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tional  and  lawful  channels.  Some  certain,  and 
other  possible,  questions  are,  and  would  be,  be- 
yond the  executive  power  to  adjust;  as,  for  in- 
stance, the  admission  of  members  into  Congress, 
and  whatever  might  require  the  appropriation 
of  money.  The  executive  power  itself  would 
be  greatly  diminished  by  the  cessation  of  actual 
war.  Pardons  and  remissions  of  forfeitures, 
however,  would  still  be  within  executive  control. 
In  what  spirit  and  temper  this  control  would  be 
exercised,  can  be  fairly  judged  of  by  the  past. 

A  year  ago  general  pardon  and  amnesty,  upon 
specified  terms,  were  offered  to  all  except  cer- 
tain designated  classes,  and  it  was  at  the  same 
time  made  known  that  the  excepted  classes  were 
still  within  contemplation  of  special  clemency. 
During  the  year  many  availed  themselves  of  the 
general  provision,  and  many  more  would  only 
that  the  signs  of  bad  faith  in  some  led  to  such 
precautionary  measures  as  rendered  the  practi- 
cal process  less  easy  and  certain.  During  the 
same  time,  also,  special  pardons  have  been 
granted  to  individuals  of  the  excepted  classes, 
and  no  voluntary  application  has  been  denied. 

Thus,  practically,  the  door  has  been  for  a  full 
year  open  to  all,  except  such  as  were  not  in  con- 
dition to  make  free  choice — that  is,  such  as  were 
in  custody  or  under  constraint.  It  is  still  so 
open  to  all;   but  the  time  may  come — probably 
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will  come — when  public  duty  shall  demand  that 
it  be  closed ;  and  that  in  lieu  more  rigorous  meas- 
ures than  heretofore  shall  be  adopted. 

In  presenting  the  abandonment  of  armed  re- 
sistance to  the  national  authority  on  the  part  of 
the  insurgents  as  the  only  indispensable  condi- 
tion to  ending  the  war  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment, I  retract  nothing  heretofore  said  as  to 
slavery.  I  repeat  the  declaration  made  a  year 
ago,  that  "while  I  remain  in  my  present  posi- 
tion I  shall  not  attempt  to  retract  or  modify 
the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  nor  shall  I  re- 
turn to  slavery  any  person  who  is  free  by  the 
terms  of  that  proclamation,  or  by  any  of  the  acts 
of  Congress." 

If  the  people  should,  by  whatever  mode  or 
means,  make  it  an  executive  duty  to  reenslave 
such  persons,  another,  and  not  I,  must  be  their 
instrument  to  perform  it. 

In  stating  a  single  condition  of  peace,  I  mean 
simply  to  say,  that  the  war  will  cease  on  the  part 
of  the  government  whenever  it  shall  have  ceased 
on  the  part  of  those  who  began  it. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Response  to  a  Serenade,  December  6,  1864 

Friends  and  Fellow-Citizens:  I  believe  I 
shall  never  be  old  enough  to  speak  without  em- 
barrassment when  I  have  nothing  to  talk  about. 
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I  have  no  good  news  to  tell  you,  and  yet  I  have 
no  bad  news  to  tell.  We  have  talked  of  elec- 
tions until  there  is  nothing  more  to  say  about 
them.  The  most  interesting  news  we  now  have 
is  from  Sherman.  We  all  know  where  he  went 
in,  but  I  can't  tell  where  he  will  come  out.  1 
will  now  close  by  proposing  three  cheers  for 
General  Sherman  and  his  army. 

Nomination  of  Chief  Justice  Chase 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

December  6,   1864. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  I  nomi- 
nate Salmon  P.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  to  be  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
vice  Roger  B.  Taney  deceased. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

*Telegram  to  Governor  W.  P.  Hall 

Executive   Mansion,   Washington,    D.    C, 

December  7,   1864. 

Governor  Hall,  Jefferson  City,  Mo.:  Com- 
plaint is  made  to  me  of  the  doings  of  a  man  at 
Hannibal,  Mo.,  by  the  name  of  Haywood,  who, 
as  I  am  told  has  charge  of  some  militia  force, 
and  is  not  in  the  U.  S.  service.  Please  inquire 
into  the  matter  and  correct  anything  you  may 
find  amiss  if  in  your  power. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  to  General  E.  R.  S.  Canby 

Executive  Mansion,  December  12,  1864. 

MAJOR-GENERAL  CANBY:  I  think 
it  is  probable  that  you  are  laboring 
under  some  misapprehension  as  to  the 
purpose,  or  rather  the  motive,  of  the  government 
on  tvvo  points — cotton,  and  the  new  Louisiana 
State  government. 

It  is  conceded  that  the  military  operations  are 
the  first  in  importance;  and  as  to  what  is  indis- 
pensable to  these  operations,  the  department 
commander  must  be  judge  and  master. 

But  the  other  matters  mentioned  I  suppose  to 
be  of  public  importance  also;  and  what  I  have 
attempted  in  regard  to  them  is  not  merely  a  con- 
cession to  private  interest  and  pecuniary  greed. 

As  to  cotton.  By  the  external  blockade,  the 
price  is  made  certainly  six  times  as  great  as  it 
was.  And  yet  the  enemy  gets  through  at  least 
one-sixth  part  as  much  in  a  given  period,  say  a 
year,  as  if  there  were  no  blockade,  and  receives 
as  much  for  it  as  he  would  for  a  full  crop  in  time 
of  peace.  The  effect,  in  substance,  is,  that  we 
give  him  six  ordinary  crops  without  the  trouble 
of  producing  any  but  the  first;   and  at  the  same 
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time  leave  his  fields  and  his  laborers  free  to  pro- 
duce provisions.  You  know  how  this  keeps  up 
his  armies  at  home  and  procures  supplies  from 
abroad.  For  other  reasons  we  cannot  give  up 
the  blockade,  and  hence  it  becomes  immensely 
important  to  us  to  get  the  cotton  away  from  him. 
Better  give  him  guns  for  it  than  let  him,  as  now, 
get  both  guns  and  ammunition  for  it.  But  even 
this  only  presents  part  of  the  public  interest  to 
get  out  cotton.  Our  finances  are  greatly  in- 
volved in  the  matter.  The  way  cotton  goes  now 
carries  so  much  gold  out  of  the  country  as  to 
leave  us  paper  currency  only,  and  that  so  far  de- 
preciated as  that  for  every  hard  dollar's  worth 
of  supplies  we  obtain,  we  contract  to  pay  two 
and  a  half  hard  dollars  hereafter.  This  is  much 
to  be  regretted ;  and,  while  I  believe  we  can  live 
through  it,  at  all  events  it  demands  an  earnest 
efifort  on  the  part  of  all  to  correct  it.  And  if  pe- 
cuniary greed  can  be  made  to  aid  us  in  such  ef- 
fort, let  us  be  thankful  that  so  much  good  can  be 
got  out  of  pecuniary  greed. 

As  to  the  new  State  government  of  Louisiana. 
Most  certainly  there  is  no  worthy  object  in  get- 
ting up  a  piece  of  machinery  merely  to  pay  sala- 
ries and  give  political  consideration  to  certain 
men.  But  it  is  a  worthy  object  to  again  get 
Louisiana  into  proper  practical  relations  with 
the  nation,  and  we  can  never  finish  this  if  we 
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never  begin  it.  Much  good  work  is  already 
done,  and  surely  nothing  can  be  gained  by 
throwing  it  away. 

I  do  not  wish  either  cotton  or  the  new  State 
government  to  take  precedence  of  the  military 
while  the  necessity  for  the  military  remains;  but 
there  is  a  strong  public  reason  for  treating  each 
with  so  much  favor  as  may  not  be  substantially 
detrimental  to  the  military. 

Allow  me  a  word  of  explanation  in  regard  to 
the  telegram  which  you  kindly  forwarded  to  Ad- 
miral Farragut  for  me. 

That  telegram  was  prompted  by  a  piece  of  se- 
cret information  inducing  me  to  suspect  that  the 
use  of  a  forged  paper  might  be  attempted  on  the 
admiral,  in  order  to  base  a  claim  that  we  had 
raised  our  own  blockade. 

I  am  happy  in  the  hope  that  you  are  almost 
well  of  your  late  and  severe  wound. 

Yours  very  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  Lew  Wallace 

Executive  Mansion,  December  13,  1864. 
Major-General  Wallace,  Baltimore,  Md.: 
Do  not  send  Levin  L.  Waters  and  the  judges 
away  until  further  order;  and  send  me  at  once 
a  statement  of  the  cause  or  causes  for  which  they 
are  dealt  with 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  General  G.  M.  Dodge 

Executive  Mansion,  December  13,  1864. 
Major-General  Dodge,  St.  Louis,  Mo.: 
Please  suspend  the  sending  South  of  Mrs.  Nancy 
H.  Thompson,  wife  of  Gideon  H.  Thompson,  of 
Platte  County,  Missouri,  but  now  in  the  rebel 
army,  until  further  order;  and  in  the  mean  time 
ascertain  and  report  to  me  whether  there  is  any- 
thing, and  what,  against  her,  except  that  her 

husband  is  a  rebel. 

A.  Lincoln. 

*Telegram  Concerning  H.  Walters 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

December  16,  1864. 

Officer  in  Command  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.. 
It  is  said  that  Harry  Walters,  a  private  in  the 
Anderson  cavalry,  is  now  and  for  a  long  time  has 
been  in  prison  at  Chattanooga.  Please  report 
to  me  what  is  his  condition,  and  for  what  he  is 

imprisoned. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  H.  Thomas 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 

December  16,  1864.     1 1  '.30  a.  m. 

Maior-General    Thomas,    Nashville,    Tenn.: 
Please  accept  for  yourself,  officers,  and  men,  the 
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nation's  thanks  for  your  good  work  of  yesterday. 
You  made  a  magnificent  beginning;  a  grand 
consummation  is  within  your  easy  reach.  Do 
not  let  it  slip. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Call  for  300,000  Volunteers,  December  19, 

1864 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America: 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas,  by  the  act  approved  July  4,  1864, 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  regulate  and  provide 
for  the  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national 
forces,  and  for  other  purposes,"  it  is  provided 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  may,  "at 
his  discretion, /^t  any  time  hereafter,  call  for  any 
number  of  men  as  volunteers  for  the  respective 
terms  of  one,  two,  and  three  years,  for  military 
service,"  and  "that  in  case  the  quota,  or  any  part 
thereof,  of  any  town,  township,  ward  of  a  city, 
precinct,  or  election  district,  or  of  any  county 
not  so  subdivided,  shall  not  be  filled  within  the 
space  of  fifty  days  after  such  call,  then  the  Presi- 
dent shall  immediately  order  a  draft  for  one  year 
to  fill  such  quota,  or  any  part  thereof  which  may 
be  unfilled." 

And  whereas,  by  the  credits  allowed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  act  of  Congress,  on  the  call  for 
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500,000  men,  made  July  18,  1864,  ^he  number  of 
men  to  be  obtained  under  that  call  was  reduced 
to  280,000;  and  whereas  the  operations  of  the 
enemy  in  certain  States  have  rendered  it  imprac- 
ticable to  procure  from  them  their  full  quotas  of 
troops  under  said  call;  and  whereas,  from  the 
foregoing  causes  but  240,000  men  have  been  put 
into  the  army,  navy,  and  marine  corps  under  the 
said  call  of  July  18,  1864,  leaving  a  deficiency 
on  that  call  of  260,000; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincon,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  order  to 
supply  the  aforesaid  deficiency,  and  to  provide 
for  casualties  in  the  military  and  naval  service 
of  the  United  States,  do  issue  this  my  call  for 
300,000  volunteers  to  serve  for  one,  two,  or  three 
years.  The  quotas  of  the  States,  districts,  and 
subdistricts,  under  this  call,  will  be  assigned  by 
the  War  Department,  through  the  Bureau  of 
the  Provost-Marshal-General  of  the  United 
States,  and  "in  case  the  quota,  or  any  part  there- 
of, of  any  town,  township,  ward  of  a  city,  pre- 
cinct, or  election  district,  or  of  any  county  not 
so  subdivided,  shall  not  be  filled"  before  the 
fifteenth  day  of  February,  1865,  then  a  draft 
shall  be  made  to  fill  such  quota,  or  any  part 
thereof,  under  this  call,  which  may  be  unfilled 
on  said  fifteenth  day  of  February,  1865. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
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hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this 

nineteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 

[l.  S.]     of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  sixty-four,  and  of  the  independence 

of  the  United  States  the  eighty-ninth. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
By  the  President:  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD,  Sec- 
retary of  State. 

Telegrams  to  General  Lew  Wallace 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

December  19,  1864. 

Major-General  Wallace:  Several  days  ago  I 
sent  you  a  despatch  directing  that  one  Waters 
and  two  others  should  not  be  sent  away  imme- 
diately, and  asking  you  to  send  me  a  statement 
of  the  cause  or  causes  of  your  action  in  regard  to 
them.  I  have  received  nothing  from  you  on  the 
subject.  May  I  again  ask  for  such  a  statement, 
and  also  where  the  men  now  are? 

A.  Lincoln. 

Executive  Mansion,  December  19,  1864. 
Major-General  Wallace,  Baltimore,  Md.:  To 
whom  were  the  reports  sent?     I  have  not  re- 
ceived them. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  to  Soldiers'  Fair  at  Springfield, 
Massachusetts 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

December  19,  1864. 

The  Ladies  Managing  the  Soldiers'  Fair: 
Your  kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  open- 
ing of  your  fair  is  duly  received  by  the  hand  of 
Mr.  Ashmun.  Grateful  for  the  compliment, 
and  ever  anxious  to  aid  the  good  cause  in  which 
you  are  engaged,  I  yet  am  compelled,  by  public 
duties  here,  to  decline.  The  recent  good  news 
from  Generals  Sherman,  Thomas,  and,  indeed, 
from  nearly  all  quarters,  will  be  far  better  than 
my  presence,  and  will  afford  all  the  impulse  and 
enthusiasm  you  will  need. 

Your  obedient  servant,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  Joseph  H.  Choate 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

December  19,  1864. 

My  dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  reception  of  your  kind  invitation  to  be 
present  at  the  annual  festival  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Society  to  commemorate  the  landing  of  the 
Pilgrims,  on  Thursday,  the  22d  of  this  month. 

My  duties  will  not  allow  me  to  avail  myself 
of  your  kindness. 

I  cannot  but  congratulate  you  and  the  coun- 


320  Abraham  Lincoln        [Dec.  21 

try,  however,  upon  the  spectacle  of  devoted 
unanimity  presented  by  the  people  at  home,  the 
citizens  that  form  our  marching  columns,  and 
the  citizens  that  fill  our  squadrons  on  the  sea,  all 
animated  by  the  same  determination  to  complete 
the  work  our  fathers  began  and  transmitted. 

The  work  of  the  Plymouth  emigrants  was  the 
glory  of  their  age.  While  we  reverence  their 
memory,  let  us  not  forget  how  vastly  greater  is 
our  opportunity.     I  am,  very  truly. 

Your  obedient  servant,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letters  to  General  B.  F.  Butler 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

December  21,  1864. 

Major-General  Butler:  On  the  9th  of  Au- 
gust last,  I  began  to  write  you  a  letter,  the  in- 
closed being  a  copy  of  so  much  as  I  then  wrote. 
So  far  as  it  goes  it  embraces  the  views  I  then 
entertained  and  still  entertain. 

A  little  relaxation  of  complaints  made  to  me 
on  the  subject,  occurring  about  that  time,  the 
letter  was  not  finished  and  sent.  I  now  learn, 
correctly  I  suppose,  that  you  have  ordered  an 
election,  similar  to  the  one  mentioned,  to  take 
place  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia.  Let  this 
be  suspended  at  least  until  conference  with  me 
and  obtaining  my  approval.      Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 
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l^Inclosure.^ 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

August  9,    1864. 

Major-General  Butler:     Your  paper  of  the 
about  Norfolk  matters,  is  received,  as  also 


was  your  other,  on  the  same  general  subject, 
dated,  I  believe,  some  time  in  February  last. 
This  subject  has  caused  considerable  trouble, 
forcing  me  to  give  a  good  deal  of  time  and  re- 
flection to  it.  I  regret  that  crimination  and  re- 
crimination are  mingled  in  it.  I  surely  need  not 
to  assure  you  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  loy- 
alty and  devoted  patriotism;  and  I  must  tell  you 
that  I  have  no  less  confidence  in  those  of  Gov- 
ernor Pierpoint  and  the  Attorney-General.  The 
former — at  first  as  the  loyal  governor  of  all  Vir- 
gina,  including  that  which  is  now  West  Virginia, 
in  organizing  and  furnishing  troops,  and  in  all 
other  proper  matters — was  as  earnest,  honest,  and 
efficient  to  the  extent  of  his  means  as  any  other 
loyal  governor. 

The  inauguration  of  West  Virginia  as  a  new 
State  left  to  him,  as  he  assumed,  the  remainder 
of  the  old  State;  and  the  insignificance  of  the 
parts  which  are  outside  of  the  rebel  lines,  and 
consequently  within  his  reach,  certainly  gives  a 
somewhat  farcical  air  to  his  dominion,  and  I 
suppose  he,  as  well  as  I,  has  considered  that  it 
could  be  useful  for  little  else  than  as  a  nucleus 
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to  add  to.  The  Attorney-General  only  needs  to 
be  known  to  be  relieved  from  all  question  as  to 
loyalty  and  thorough  devotion  to  the  national 
cause,  constantly  restraining  as  he  does  my  tend- 
ency to  clemency  for  rebels  and  rebel  sym- 
pathizers. But  he  is  the  law-officer  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  a  believer  in  the  virtue  of  adhering 
to  law. 

Coming  to  the  question  itself,  the  military  oc- 
cupancy of  Norfolk  is  a  necessity  with  us.  If 
you,  as  department  commander,  find  the  cleans- 
ing of  the  city  necessary  to  prevent  pestilence  in 
your  army;  street-lights  and  a  fire-department 
necessary  to  prevent  assassinations  and  incendia- 
rism among  your  men  and  stores;  wharfage  nec- 
essary to  land  and  ship  men  and  supplies ;  a  large 
pauperism,  badly  conducted  at  a  needlessly  large 
expense  to  the  government;  and  find  also  that 
these  things,  or  any  of  them,  are  not  reasonably 
well  attended  to  by  the  civil  government,  you 
rightfully  may  and  must  take  them  into  your 
own  hands.  But  you  should  do  so  on  your  own 
avowed  judgment  of  a  military  necessity,  and 
not  seem  to  admit  that  there  is  no  such  necessity 
by  taking  a  vote  of  the  people  on  the  question. 

Nothing  justifies  the  suspending  of  the  civil 
by  the  military  authority,  but  military  necessity; 
and  of  the  existence  of  that  necessity,  the  mili- 
tary commander,  and  not  a  popular  vote,  is  to 
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decide.  And  whatever  is  not  within  such  neces- 
sity should  be  left  undisturbed. 

In  your  paper  of  February  you  fairly  notified 
me  that  you  contemplated  taking  a  popular  vote, 
and,  if  fault  there  be,  it  was  my  fault  that  I  did 
not  object  then,  which  I  probably  should  have 
done  had  I  studied  the  subject  as  closely  as  I 
have  since  done.  I  now  think  you  would  better 
place  whatever  you  feel  is  necessary  to  be  done 
on  this  distinct  ground  of  military  necessity, 
openly  discarding  all  reliance  for  what  you  do 
on  any  election.  I  also  think  you  should  so  keep 
accounts  as  to  show  every  item  of  money  received 
and  how  expended. 

The  course  here  indicated  does  not  touch  the 
case  when  the  military  commander,  finding  no 
friendly  civil  government  existing,  may,  under 
the  sanction  or  direction  of  the  President,  give 
assistance  to  the  people  to  inaugurate  one. 

Order  to  Commanders 

Executive  Mansion,  December  23,  1864. 
All  military  and  naval  commanders  will 
please  give  to  James  Harrison,  Esq.,  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri  (with  any  number  of  steamboats  not 
exceeding  three,  taking  in  tow  any  number  of 
barges,  scows,  flats,  and  the  like,  not  having 
steam-powTr,  which  they  may  be  able  to  so  take, 
with   such   goods   and   money   as   the   treasury 
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agents  may  grant  permits  for,  under  the  rules  of 
the  Department  and  none  other,  and  only  with 
crews  to  navigate  the  whole,  and  necessary  pro- 
visions for  himself  and  said  crews),  protection 
and  safe  conduct  from  New  Orleans  or  Mem- 
phis to  Red  River,  and  up  said  river  and  its  trib- 
utaries, till  he  shall  pass  beyond  our  military 
lines;  and  also  give  him  such  protection  and  safe 
conduct  on  his  return  to  our  lines,  back  to  New 
Orleans  or  Memphis,  with  any  cargoes  he  may 
bring;  and  on  his  safe  return  from  beyond  our 
lines,  with  said  boats  and  tows,  allow  him  to  re- 
peat once  or  twice  if  he  shall  desire. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  J.  McClernand 

Executive  Mansion,  December  24,  1864. 
John  McClernand,  Nashville,  Tenn.:  A  let- 
ter of  yours  is  laid  before  me,  in  which  you  seek 
to  have  John  S.  Young,  James  Mallory,  and  R. 
T.  Bridges  released,  adding:  "My  word  for  it, 
they  are  innocent."  It  is  fair  to  presume  that 
you  would  not  say  this  without  knowing  what 
you  say  to  be  true;  but  a  telegraphic  despatch 
of  Governor  Johnson,  now  before  me,  says  this 
very  man  Mallory  "has  been  guilty  of  the  most 
outrageous  and  atrocious  murders  known  to  civ- 
ilization," and  that  the  "punishment  of  death  is 
not  half  atonement  for  the  crimes  he  has  com- 
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mitted  on  the  defenseless  and  unoffending  Union 
men  of  the  county."  As  I  know  Governor  John- 
son would  not  purposely  mislead  me,  I  think  it 
will  be  well  for  you  to  communicate  the  particu- 
lars of  your  information  to  him. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Letter  to  General  W.  T.  Sherman  * 

Executive  Mansion,  December  26,  1864. 

My  dear  General  Sherman:  Many,  many 
thanks  for  your  Christmas  gift,  the  capture  of 
Savannah. 

When  you  were  about  leaving  Atlanta  for  the 
Atlantic  coast,  I  was  anxious,  if  not  fearful;  but 
feeling  that  you  were  the  better  judge,  and  re- 
membering that  "nothing  risked,  nothing 
gained,"  I  did  not  interfere.  Now,  the  under- 
taking being  a  success,  the  honor  is  all  yours; 
for  I  believe  none  of  us  went  further  than  to 
acquiesce. 

And  taking  the  work  of  General  Thomas  into 
the  count,  as  it  should  be  taken,  it  is  indeed  a 
great  success.    Not  only  does  it  afford  the  ob- 

1  On  November  14,  1864,  after  destroying  Atlanta,  Sherman 
began  his  celebrated  march  to  the  sea,  with  two  corps  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  under  Howard,  and  two  corps  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  under  Slocum.  Sherman  stood  before 
Savannah  about  the  middle  of  December,  and  by  the  20th  of  the 
month  compelled  the  Confederate  forces  to  evacuate  the  city. 
Over  200  guns  and  35,000  bales  of  cotton  were  captured. 
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vious  and  immediate  military  advantages;  but  in 
showing  to  the  world  that  your  army  could  be 
divided,  putting  the  stronger  part  to  an  impor- 
tant new  service,  and  yet  leaving  enough  to  van- 
quish the  old  opposing  force  of  the  whole, — 
Hood's  army, — it  brings  those  who  sat  in  dark- 
ness to  see  a  great  light.     But  what  next? 

I  suppose  it  will  be  safe  if  I  leave  General 
Grant  and  yourself  to  decide. 

Please  make  my  grateful  acknowledgments  to 
your  whole  army — officers  and  men. 

Yours  very  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  Dr.  John  Maclean 

Executive  Mansion,  December  27,  1864. 

My  dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  reception  of  your  note  of  the  20th  of 
December,  conveying  the  announcement  that  the 
trustees  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey  had  con- 
ferred upon  me  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

The  assurance  conveyed  by  this  high  compli- 
ment, that  the  course  of  the  government  which  I 
represent  has  received  the  approval  of  a  body  of 
gentlemen  of  such  character  and  intelligence,  in 
this  time  of  public  trial  is  most  grateful  to  me. 

Thoughtful  men  must  feel  that  the  fate  of  civ- 
ilization upon  this  continent  is  involved  in  the 
issue  of  our  contest.  Among  the  most  gratifying 
proofs  of  this  conviction  is  the  hearty  devotion 
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everywhere  exhibited  by  our  schools  and  col- 
leges to  the  national  cause. 

I  am  most  thankful  if  my  labors  have  seemed 
to  conduct  to  the  preservation  of  those  institu- 
tions under  which  alone  we  can  expect  good  gov- 
ernment— and  in  its  train,  sound  learning  and 
the  progress  of  the  liberal  arts. 

I  am,  sir,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Pass  for  F.  P.  Blair,  Sr.,  December  28,  1864 

Allow  the  bearer,  F.  P.  Blair,  Sr.,  to  pass  our 
lines,  go  South,  and  return.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  28,  1864.     5 :30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 
If  there  be  no  objection,  please  tell  me  what  you 
now  understand  of  the  Wilmington  expedition, 
present  and  prospective.  A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  B.  F.  Butler 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  28,  1864. 
Major-General  Butler,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.:  I 
think  you  will  find  that  the  provost-marshal  on 
the  eastern  shore  has,  as  by  your  authority,  issued 
an  order,  not  for  a  meeting,  but  for  an  election. 
The  order,  printed  in  due  form,  was  shown  to 
me,  but  as  I  did  not  retain  it,  I  cannot  give  you  a 
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copy.  If  the  people,  on  their  own  motion,  wish 
to  hold  a  peaceful  meeting,  I  suppose  you  need 
not  to  hinder  them.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  Attorney-General  Speed 

Executive  Mansion,  December  29,  1864. 

Hon.  Attorney-General :  Please  give  me  your 
opinion,  in  writing,  whether  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  or  any  of  his  subordinates,  is  bound  in 
law,  on  application  of  individuals,  to  furnish  ex- 
emplified copies  of  records,  or  parts  of  records, 
of  naval  courts-martial  on  file  in  the  Navy  De- 
partment. 

x'\lso,  whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or 
any  of  his  subordinates,  is  bound  in  law  to  an- 
swer to  a  commission  of  a  State  court,  directing 
the  taking  of  his  or  their  testimony  as  to  the  con- 
tents of  records  of  naval  courts-martial  on  file  in 
the  Navy  Department.     ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

*  Telegram  to  General  B.  F.  Butler      ' 

Executive  Mansion,  December  29,  1864. 
Major-General  Butler:  There  is  a  man  in 
Company  I,  Eleventh  Connecticut  Volunteers, 
First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twenty-fourth 
Army  Corps,  at  Chapin's  Farm,  Va.,  under  the 
assumed  name  of  William  Stanley,  but  whose 
real  name  is  Frank  R.  Judd,  and  who  is  under 
arrest,  and  probably  about  to  be  tried  for  deser- 
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tion.  He  is  the  son  of  our  present  minister  to 
Prussia,  who  is  a  close  personal  friend  of  Sena- 
tor Trumbull  and  myself.  We  are  not  willing 
for  the  boy  to  be  shot,  but  we  think  it  as  well 
that  his  trial  go  regularly  on,  suspending  exe- 
cution until  further  order  from  me  and  reporting 
to  me.  A.  Lincoln. 

*  Telegrams  to  Colonel  A.  J.  Warner 

Executive  Mansion,  December  30,  1864. 
Colonel  JJ^arner,  Indianapolis,  In  J.:  It  is 
said  that  you  were  on  the  court-martial  that  tried 
John  Lennon,  and  that  you  are  disposed  to  ad- 
vise his  being  pardoned  and  sent  to  his  regiment. 
If  this  be  true,  telegraph  me  to  that  efifect  at 
once.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion,  December  31,  1864. 
Col.  A.  I.  Warner,  Indianapolis,  Ind.:     Sus- 
pend execution  of  John   Lennon  until  further 
order  from  me  and  in  the  meantime  send  me  the 
record  of  his  trial. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Note  to  Chief  Justice  Chase 

Executive  Mansion,  January  2,    1865. 
My  dear  Sir:    Without  your  note  of  to-day,  I 
should  have  felt  assured  that  some  sufficient  rea- 
son had  detained  you. 
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Allow  me  to  condole  with  you  in  the  sad  be- 
reavement you  mention.         Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 

January  5,  1865 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States:  I  herewith  return  to  your  honorable 
body,  in  which  it  originated,  a  "joint  resolution 
to  correct  certain  clerical  errors  in  the  internal 
revenue  act,"  without  my  approval. 

My  reason  for  so  doing  is  that  I  am  informed 
that  this  joint  resolution  was  prepared  during 
the  last  moments  of  the  last  session  of  Congress 
for  the  purpose  of  correcting  certain  errors  of 
reference  in  the  internal  revenue  act,  which  were 
discovered  on  an  examination  of  an  official  copy 
procured  from  the  State  Department  a  few 
hours  only  before  the  adjournment.  It  passed 
the  House  and  went  to  the  Senate,  where  a  vote 
was  taken  upon  it,  but  by  some  accident  it  was 
not  presented  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  for 
his  signature. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  other  errors  of  a  kind  similar  to  those 
which  this  resolution  was  designed  to  correct, 
have  been  discovered  in  the  law,  and  it  is  now 
thought  most  expedient  to  include  all  the  neces- 
sary corrections  in  one  act  or  resolution. 
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The  attention  of  the  proper  committee  of  the 
House  has,  I  am  informed,  been  already  directed 
to  the  preparation  of  a  bill  for  this  purpose. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Executive  Mansion,  January  5,  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 
Richard  T.  Jacob,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Ken- 
tucky, is  at  the  Spotswood  House,  in  Richmond, 
under  an  order  of  General  Burbridge  not  to  re- 
turn to  Kentucky.  Please  communicate  leave  to 
him  to  pass  our  lines,  and  come  to  me  here  at 
Washington.  A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  General  N.  J.  T.  Dana 

Executive  Mansion,  January  6,   1865. 

Major-General  Dana:  The  attached  docu- 
ment, purporting  to  be  an  order  issued  by  your 
authority,  is  sent  you  with  the  request  that  you 
will  inform  me  whether  such  order  has  been  is- 
sued by  you,  and  if  it  has,  please  inform  me  by 
what  authority  it  is  that  you  undertake  to  impose 
terms  in  the  premises  not  imposed  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  which  in  effect  entirely  thwart  and 
defeat  the  object  of  the  government. 

It  is  suggested  that  if  executing  in  good  faith 
the  order  of  the  government  in  the  matter  in 
question,  or  any  other  matter,  operates  injuri- 
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ously  to  the  military  service,  it  would  be  proper 
for  you  to  report  to  the  government  fully  upon  it, 
and  that  would  be  the  only  proper  course. 
Yours, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Message  to  Congress,  January  7, 1865 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 
I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  two  treaties  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Belgium,  for  the 
extinguishment  of  the  Scheldt  dues,  etc.,  con- 
cluded on  the  20th  of  May,  1863,  and  the  20th 
of  July,  1863,  respectively,  the  ratifications  of 
which  were  exchanged  at  Brussels  on  the  24th 
of  June  last;  and  I  recommend  an  appropriation 
to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  thereof  rela- 
tive to  the  payment  of  the  proportion  of  the 
United  States  toward  the  capitalization  of  the 
said  dues.  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  R.  L.  Ferguson 

Executive  Mansion,  January  7,  1865. 
R.  L.  Ferguson,  Warrensburg,  Mo.:  Sus- 
pend, until  further  order,  proceedings  to  enforce 
a  bond  given  by  Hicklin,  Hicklin  &  Spratt.  It 
is  not  my  view  of  the  law  that  provost-marshals 
are  to  decide  whether  bonds  are  or  are  not  for- 
feited. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  to  Mrs. 


Executive  Mansion,  January  9,  1865. 
Madam:  It  is  with  regret  I  learned  that  your 
brother,  whom  I  had  ordered  to  be  discharged 
on  taking  the  oath,  under  the  impression  that  he 
was  a  private,  is  a  captain.  By  an  understand- 
ing, the  commissary  of  prisoners  detains  such 
cases  until  a  further  hearing  from  me.  I  now 
distinctly  say  that  if  your  father  shall  come  with- 
in our  lines  and  take  the  oath  of  December  8, 
1863,  I  will  give  him  a  full  pardon,  and  will  at 
the  same  time  discharge  your  brother  on  his  tak- 
ing the  oath,  notv/ithstanding  he  is  a  captain. 
Respectfully,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  Lyman  Trumbull 

Executive  Mansion,  January  9,   1865. 

My  dear  Sir:  The  paper  relating  to  Louisi- 
ana, submitted  to  the  judiciary  committee  of 
the  Senate,  by  General  Banks,  is  herewith  re- 
turned. The  whole  of  it  is  in  accordance  with 
my  general  impression,  and  I  believe  it  is  true; 
but  much  the  larger  part  is  beyond  my  absolute 
knowledge,  as  in  its  nature  it  must  be.  All  the 
statements  which  lie  within  the  range  of  my 
knowledge  are  strictly  true;  and  I  think  of  noth- 
ing material  which  has  been  omitted. 

Even  before  General  Banks  went  to  Louisiana 
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I  was  anxious  for  the  loyal  people  there  to  move 
for  reorganization,  and  restoration  of  proper 
practical  relations  with  the  Union;  and  when 
he  at  last  expressed  his  decided  conviction  that 
the  thing  was  practicable,  I  directed  him  to  give 
his  official  cooperation  to  effect  it.  On  the  sub- 
ject I  have  sent  and  received  many  letters  to 
and  from  General  Banks  and  many  other  per- 
sons. These  letters,  as  you  remember,  were 
shown  to  you  yesterday,  as  they  will  be  again  if 
you  desire. 

If  I  shall  neither  take  sides  nor  argue,  will  it 
be  out  of  place  for  me  to  make  what  I  think  is 
the  true  statement  of  your  question  as  to  the 
proposed  Louisiana  senators? 

"Can  Louisiana  be  brought  into  proper  prac- 
tical relations  with  the  Union  sooner  by  admit- 
ting or  by  rejecting  the  proposed  senators?" 

Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives 

Executive  Mansion,  January  9,   1865. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives:  I 
transmit  herewith  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  with  accompanying  report  of  the  adjutant- 
general,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  dated  December  7,  1864,  re- 
questing me  "to  communicate  to  the  House  the 
report  made  by  Colonel  Thomas  M.  Key  of  an 
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interview  between  himself  and  General  Howell 
Cobb,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  1862,  on 
the  bank  of  the  Chickahominy,  on  the  subject  of 
the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war." 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
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Proclamation  concerning  Commerce, 
January  lo,  1865 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America: 

A  Proclamation. 

WHEREAS  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
28th  of  September,  1850,  entitled 
*'An  act  to  create  additional  collec- 
tion districts  in  the  State  of  California,  and  to 
change  the  existing  districts  therein,  and  to  mod- 
ify the  existing  collection  districts  in  the  United 
States,"  extends  to  merchandise  warehoused  un- 
der bond  the  privilege  of  being  exported  to  the 
British  North  American  provinces  adjoining  the 
United  States,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1845,  which 
designates  certain  frontier  ports  through  which 
merchandise  may  be  exported,  and  further  pro- 
vides "that  such  other  ports  situated  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  adjoining  the  British 
North  American  provinces,  as  may  hereafter  be 
found  expedient,  may  have  extended  to  them  the 
like  privileges  on  the   recommendation  of  the 


i865]  Proclamation  337 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  proclamation 
duly  made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
specially  designating  the  ports  to  which  the 
aforesaid  privileges  are  to  be  extended"; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim 
that  the  port  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, is,  and  shall  be,  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges in  regard  to  the  exportation  of  merchan- 
dise in  bond  to  the  British  North  American  prov- 
inces adjoining  the  United  States,  which  are  ex- 
tended to  the  ports  enumerated  in  the  seventh 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1845,  aforesaid,  from  and  after  the  date  of  this 
proclamation. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereuto  set  my 
hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this 

tenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
[l.  S.]     our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  sixty-five,  and  of  the  independence 

of  the  United   States  of  America  the 

eighty-ninth. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
By  the  President:  William  H.  Seward,  Sec- 
retary of  State. 


-1 
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Telegram  to  General  B.  F.  Butler 

Executive  Mansion,  Januan^  lo,  1865. 
Major-General  Butler,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.' 
No  principal  report  of  yours  on  the  Wilmington 
expedition  has  ever  reached  the  War  Depart- 
ment, as  I  am  informed  there.  A  preliminary 
report  did  reach  here,  but  was  returned  to  Gen- 
eral Grant  at  his  request.  Of  course,  leave  to 
publish  cannot  be  given  without  inspection  of  the 
paper,  and  not  then  if  it  should  be  deemed  to  be 
detrimental  to  the  public  service. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  General  J.  Hooker 

Executive  Mansion,  January  11,  1865. 
Major-General  Hooker,  Cincinnati,  O.:  It  is 
said  that  you  have  ordered  Andrew  Humphreys 
to  imprisonment  at  hard  labor,  in  accordance 
with  his  original  sentence,  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  not  legally  competent  for  General  Hovey, 
having  approved  the  sentence,  to  afterward  mod- 
ify it.  While  T  incline  to  the  belief  that  you  are 
technically  right,  please  let  General  Hovey's 
modification  be  acted  upon  until  further  order 
from  me. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Send  copy  to  General  Hovey  at  Indianapolis. 

A.  L. 
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Telegram  to  H.  A.  Swift 

Executive  Mansion,  January  12,  1865. 
H.  A.  Swift,  Warden  Missouri  Penitentiary: 
The  President  does  not  remember  the  case  of 
the  petition  of  General  H.  Barnes,  mentioned  in 
your  telegram.  Pardons  are  usually  made  out 
formally  and  transmitted  through  official  chan- 
nels. The  President's  mere  signature  on  a  peti- 
tion would  not  be  a  pardon  unless  it  was  signed 
to  an  explicit  order  for  one.  I  cannot  send  a 
more  definite  answer  to  your  question  unless  it 
is  stated  more  in  detail. 

Jno.  G.  Nicolay,  Private  Secretary. 

Telegram  to  General  B.  F.  Butler 

Executive  Mansion,  Janua^  13,  1865. 
Major-General  Butler,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
Yours  asking  leave  to  come  to  Washington  is  re- 
ceived. You  have  been  summoned  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  to  attend  here, 
which,  of  course,  you  will  do.      A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  14,   1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,   City  Point,  Va.: 
You  have  perhaps  seen  in  the  papers  that  ex- 
Senator  Foote,  with  his  family,  attempted  to  es- 
cape from  Richmond  to  Washington,  and  that 
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he  was  pursued  and  taken  back.  His  wife  and 
child  are  now  here.  Please  give  me  the  earliest 
information  you  may  receive  concerning  him, 
what  is  likely  to  be  done  with  him,  etc. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  Governor  Johnson 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  14,   1865. 

Gov.  Johnson,  Nashville,  Tenn.:  Yours  an- 
nouncing ordinance  of  emancipation  received. 
Thanks  to  the  convention  and  to  you.  When  do 
you  expect  to  be  here?  Would  be  glad  to  have 
your  suggestions  as  to  supplying  your  place  of 
military  governor.  A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  M.  Dodge 

Executive  Mansion,  January  15,  1865. 
Major-General  Dodge,  St.  Louis,  Mo.:  It  is 
represented  to  me  that  there  is  so  much  irregular 
violence  in  northern  Missouri  as  to  be  driving 
away  the  people  and  almost  depopulating  it. 
Please  gather  information,  and  consider  whether 
an  appeal  to  the  people  there  to  go  to  their  homes 
and  let  one  another  alone — recognizing  as  a  full 
right  of  protection  for  each  that  he  lets  others 
alone,  and  banning  only  him  who  refuses  to  let 
others  alone — may  not  enable  you  to  withdraw 
the  troops,  their  presence  itself  [being]  a  cause 
of  irritation  and  constant  apprehension,  and  thus 
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restore  peace  and  quiet,  and  returning  prosperity. 
Please  consider  this  and  telegraph  or  write  me. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Letter  to  Secretary  Stanton 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C, 

January  17,   1865. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War 

My  dear  Sir:  Some  time  ^  last  autumn  (I 
think  it  was)  Shelby  made  a  raid  into  Missouri; 
and  Gen.  Brown  had  something  to  do  in  driving 
him  out.  If  Gen.  Brown's  report  of  the  matter 
is  on  file,  please  send  me  a  copy  of  it. 

Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN." 

Telegram  to  Richard  T.  Jacob 

Executive  Mansion,  January  18,  1865. 

Sir:  You  are  at  liberty  to  proceed  to  Ken- 
tucky, and  to  remain  at  large  so  far  as  relates  to 
any  cause  now  past.  In  what  I  now  do,  I  decide 
nothing  as  to  the  right  or  wrong  of  your  arrest, 
but  act  in  the  hope  that  there  is  less  liability  to 

^  This  is  an  illusion  to  the  last  invasion  of  Missouri  by  the 
Confederates.  Gens.  Shelby  and  Prince,  with  20,000  men,  poured 
in,  expecting  to  be  joined  by  that  number  of  recruits  in  the 
State ;  but  Rosecrans  had  information,  and  by  arrests  and 
intimidation  had  so  frightened  the  disaffected  citizens  that  the 
invasion  proved  a  failure.  Rosecrans  first  arrested  the  leader 
of  the  secret  organization,  and  received  a  telegram  from  Stan- 
ton to  release  him.  This  he  refused  to  do,  and  was  upheld  by 
President  Lincoln. 
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misunderstanding  among  Union  men  now  than 
there  was  at  the  time  of  the  arrest. 

Respectfully,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  F.  P.  Blair,  Sr.* 

Washington,  January  i8,  1865. 
Sir:  You  having  shown  me  Mr.  Davis's  let- 
ter to  you  of  the  12th  instant,  you  may  say  to 
him  that  I  have  constantly  been,  am  now,  and 
shall  continue,  ready  to  receive  any  agent  whom 
he  or  any  other  influential  person  now  resisting 
the  national  authority  may  informally  send  to 
me  with  the  view  of  securing  peace  to  the  people 
of  our  one  common  country.     Yours,  etc., 

A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  Secretary  Stanton 

Executive  Mansion,  January  19,  1865. 
Dear  Sir:  You  remember  that  from  time  to 
time  appeals  have  been  made  to  us  by  persons 
claiming  to  have  attempted  to  come  through  our 
lines  with  their  effects  to  take  the  benefit  of  the 
amnesty  proclamation,  and  to  have  been  de- 
spoiled of  their  effects  under  General  Butler's 

^  In  an  interview  with  Jefferson  Davis.  Blair,  on  his  own 
responsibility,  suggested  peace  on  the  lines  of  abolishment  of 
slavery,  amnesty  to  all  combatants  and  the  Confederate  forces 
to  cross  to  Mexico,  drive  out  Maximillian  and  proclaim  Davis 
dictator.  The  proposal  did  not  meet  Lincoln's  approval.  His 
only  response  was  the  above  letter.  See  Message  to  Congress, 
Vol.  XI,  p.   10. 
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administration.  Some  of  these  claims  have  color 
of  merit,  and  may  be  really  meritorious.  Please 
consider  whether  we  cannot  set  on  foot  an  inves- 
tigation which  may  advance  justice  in  the  prem- 
ises.       Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Executive  Mansion,  January  19,  1865. 
Lieufenant-General  Grant:  Please  read  and 
answer  this  letter  as  though  I  was  not  President, 
but  only  a  friend.  My  son,  now  in  his  twenty- 
second  year,  having  graduated  at  Harvard, 
wishes  to  see  something  of  the  war  before  it  ends. 
I  do  not  wish  to  put  him  in  the  ranks,  nor  yet  to 
give  him  a  commission,  to  which  those  who  have 
already  served  long  are  better  entitled  and  better 
qualified  to  hold.  Could  he,  without  embarrass- 
ment to  you  or  detriment  to  the  service,  go  into 
your  military  family  with  some  nominal  rank,  I, 
and  not  the  public,  furnishing  his  necessary 
means?  If  no,  say  so  without  the  least  hesitation, 
because  I  am  as  anxious  and  as  deeply  interested 
that  you  shall  not  be  encumbered  as  you  can  be 
yourself.  Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

*  Telegram  to  General  E.  O.  C.  Ord 

Executive  Mansion,  Januan^  19.   i86'i. 
Major-General  Ord:    You  have  a  man  in  ar- 
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rest  for  desertion  passing  by  the  name  of  Stanley. 
William  Stanley,  I  think,  but  whose  real  name 
is  different.  He  is  the  son  of  so  close  a  friend  of 
mine  that  I  must  not  let  him  be  executed.  Please 
let  me  know  what  is  his  present  and  prospective 
condition.  A.  LINCOLN. 

*  Telegrams  to  General  Lew  Wallace  ^ 

Executive  Mansion,  January  21,  1865. 
Major-General  Wallace,  Baltimore,  Md.: 
Two  weeks  or  ten  days  ago,  as  I  remember,  I 
gave  direction  for  Levin  L.  Waters  to  be  either 
tried  at  once  or  discharged.  If  he  has  not  been 
tried,  nor  a  trial  of  him  progressing  in  good  faith 
discharge  him  at  once.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion,  January  22,   1865. 
Major-General    Wallace,    Baltimore,    Md.: 
The  case  of  Waters  being  as  you  state  it,  in  your 
dispatch  of  to-day,  of  course  the  trial  will  pro- 
ceed. A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  24,  1865. 
My  dear  Mr.  Garrison:     I  have  your  kind 
letter  of  the  21st  of  January,  and  can  only  beg 
that  you  will  pardon  the  seeming  neglect  occa- 

^  See  telegrams  of  January  31,   1865. 
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sioned  by  my  constant  engagements.  When  I 
received  the  spirited  and  admirable  painting, 
"Waiting  for  the  Hour,"  I  directed  my  secretary 
not  to  acknowledge  its  arrival  at  once,  preferring 
to  make  my  personal  acknowledgments  of  the 
thoughtful  kindness  of  the  donors;  and  waiting 
for  some  leisure  hour,  I  have  committed  the  dis- 
courtesy of  not  replying  at  all.  I  hope  you  will 
believe  that  my  thanks,  though  late,  are  most 
cordial,  and  request  that  you  will  convey  them 
to  those  associated  with  you  in  this  flattering  and 
generous  gift.     Yours  truly,         A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  M.  Dodge 

Executive  Mansion,  January  24,  1865. 
Major-General  Dodge,  St.  Louis,  Mo.:  It  is 
said  an  old  lady  in  Clay  County,  Missouri,  by 
name  Mrs.  Winifred  E.  Price,  is  about  being 
sent  South.  If  she  is  not  misbehaving  let  her 
remain.  A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  Governor  Johnson 

Executive  Mansion,  January  24,  1865. 
Hon.  Andrew  Johnson,  Nashville,  Tenn.: 
Several  members  of  the  Cabinet,  with  myself, 
considered  the  question,  to-day,  as  to  the  time  of 
your  coming  on  here.  While  we  fully  appre- 
ciate your  wish  to  remain  in  Tennessee  until  her 
State  government  shall  be  completely  reinaugu- 


346  Abraham   Lincoln         [Jan.  24 

rated,  it  is  our  unanimous  conclusion  that  it  is 
unsafe  for  you  to  not  be  here  on  the  4th  of 
March.    Be  sure  to  reach  here  by  that  time. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Reply  to  a  Committee,  January  24,  1865 

Reverend  Sir,  and  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  I 
accept  with  emotions  of  profoundest  gratitude, 
the  beautiful  gift  you  have  been  pleased  to  pre- 
sent to  me.  You  will,  of  course,  expect  that  I 
acknowledge  it.  So  much  has  been  said  about 
Gettysburg,  and  so  well,  that  for  me  to  attempt 
to  say  more  may  perhaps  only  serve  to  weaken 
the  force  of  that  which  has  already  been  said. 
A  most  graceful  and  eloquent  tribute  was  paid 
to  the  patriotism  and  self-denying  labors  of  the 
American  ladies,  on  the  occasion  of  the  consecra- 
tion of  the  national  cemetery  at  Gettysburg,  by 
our  illustrious  friend,  Edward  Everett,  now, 
alas!  departed  from  earth.  His  life  was  a  truly 
great  one,  and  I  think  the  greatest  part  of  it  was 
that  which  crowned  its  closing  years.  I  wish 
you  to  read,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  the 
eloquent  and  truthful  words  which  he  then  spoke 
of  the  women  of  America.  Truly,  the  services 
they  have  rendered  to  the  defenders  of  our  coun- 
try in  this  perilous  time,  and  are  yet  rendering, 
can  never  be  estimated  as  they  ought  to  be.  For 
your  kind  wishes  to  me  personally,  I  beg  leave 
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to  render  you  likewise  my  sincerest  thanks.  I 
assure  you  they  are  reciprocated.  And  now,  gen- 
tlemen and  ladies,  may  God  bless  you  all. 

Telegram  to  A.  Wakeman 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  26,  1865. 
Abram  Wakeman,  New  York:     I  have  tele- 
graphed W.  O.  Bartlett  to  come  and  see  me.    He 
neither  comes  nor  answers.     Can  you  not  send 
him?  A.  Lincoln. 

Indorsement  on  Letter  to  F.  P.  Blair,  Sr., 
January  28,  1865 

Washington,  January  18,  1865.^ 

F.  P.  Blair,  Esq. 

Sir:  You  having  shown  me  Mr.  Davis's  letter  to 
you  of  the  12th  instant,  you  may  say  to  him  that  I 
have  constantly  been,  am  now,  and  shall  continue 
ready  to  receive  any  agent  whom  he,  or  any  other 
influential  person  now  resisting  the  national  authority, 
may  informally  send  to  me,  with  the  view  of  securing 
peace  to  the  people  of  our  one  common  country. 

Yours,  etc.,         A.  Lincoln. 

\_Indorsement.~\ 

January  28,  1865. 
To-day  Mr.  Blair  tells  me  that  on  the  21st 
instant  he  delivered  to  Mr.  Davis  the  original 
of  which  the  within  is  a  copy,  and  left  it  with 
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him;  that  at  the  time  of  delivering  it  Mr.  Davis 
read  it  over  twice  in  Mr.  Blair's  presence,  at 
the  close  of  which  he  (Mr.  Blair)  remarked  that 
the  part  about  "our  one  common  country"  re- 
lated to  the  part  of  Mr.  Davis's  letter  about 
"the  two  countries,"  to  which  Mr.  Davis  replied 
that  he  so  understood  it.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Instructions  to  Major  T.  T.  Eckert 

Executive  Mansion,  Januarj'  30,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  documents 
placed  in  your  hands,  and  on  reaching  General 
Ord  will  deliver  him  the  letter  addressed  to  him 
by  the  Secretary  of  War.  Then,  by  General 
Ord's  assistance,  procure  an  interview  with 
Messrs.  Stephens,  Hunter,  and  Campbell,  or  any 
of  them,  deliver  to  him  or  them  the  paper  on 
which  your  own  letter  is  written.  Note  on  the 
copy  which  you  retain  the  time  of  delivery  and 
to  whom  delivered.  Receive  their  answer  in 
writing,  waiting  a  reasonable  time  for  it,  and 
which,  if  it  contain  their  decision  to  come 
through  without  further  condition,  will  be  your 
warrant  to  ask  General  Ord  to  pass  them 
through  as  directed  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  him.  If  by  their  answer  they  decline 
to  come,  or  propose  other  terms,  do  not  have 
them  pass  through.  And  this  being  your  whole 
duty,  return  and  report  to  me.      A.  LINCOLN. 
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*  Telegram  to  General  E.  O.  C.  Ord 

{Cipher.) 
War  Department,  January  30,  1865. 
Major-General  Ord,  Headquarters  Army  of 
the  James:  By  direction  of  the  President  you 
are  instructed  to  inform  the  three  gentlemen, 
Messrs.  Stephens,  Hunter,  and  Campbell,  that 
a  messenger  will  be  dispatched  to  them  at  or 
near  where  they  now  are,  without  unnecessary 
delay. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

*  Endorsement  on  Letter  from  J.  M. 

Ashley  ^ 

House  of  Representatives,  January  31,  1865. 
Dear  Sir:  The  report  is  in  circulation  in  the 
House  that  Peace  Commissioners  are  on  their  way 
or  in  the  city,  and  [it]  is  being  used  against  us.  If 
it  is  true,  I  fear  we  shall  lose  the  bill.  Please  au- 
thorize me  to  contradict  it,  if  it  is  not  true. 

Respectfully,  J.  M.  Ashley. 

To  the  President. 

(Indorsement,) 
So  far  as  I  know  there  are  no  Peace  Commis- 
sioners in  the  city  or  likely  to  be  in  it. 

January  31,  1865.  A.  LINCOLN. 

*  At  the  time  of  the  above  endorsement  the  commissioners, 
headed  by  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  were  on  their  way  to  Fortress 
Monroe,  where  Lincoln  afterwards  met  them. 
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Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Executive  Mansion,  January  31,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 
A  messenger  is  coming  to  you  on  the  business 
contained  in  your  despatch.  Detain  the  gentle- 
men in  comfortable  quarters  until  he  arrives, 
and  then  act  upon  the  message  he  brings,  as  far 
as  applicable,  it  having  been  made  up  to  pass 
through  General  Ord's  hands,  and  when  the 
gentlemen  w^ere  supposed  to  be  beyond  our  lines. 

A.  Lincoln. 

*  Telegrams  to  General  Lew  Wallace* 

War  Department,  January  31,   1865. 
Major-General    Wallace,    Baltimore,    Md.: 
Suspend  sending  ofif  of  Charles  E.  Waters,  un- 
til further  order,  and  send  record  if  it  has  not 
already  been  sent.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion,  January  31,  1865. 
Major-General  Wallace,  Baltimore,  Md.: 
Your  second  dispatch  in  regard  to  Waters  is 
received.  The  President's  dispatch  of  this 
morning  did  not  refer  to  Levin  T.  Waters,  but 
to  a  man  who  it  was  represented  had  been  con- 
victed by  a  military  commission  of  unlawful 
trade  with  the  rebels  or  something  of  that  kind, 

1  See  also  telegrams,  Jan.  21  and  22,  1865. 
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and  was  to  be  sent  this  morning  to  the  Albany 
Penitentiary.  His  name  was  given  as  Charles 
E.  Waters.  If  such  prisoner  is  on  his  way 
North  let  him  be  brought  back  and  held  as  di- 
rected in  the  President's  dispatch. 

Jno.  G.  Nicolay,  Private  Secretary. 

Instructions  to  Secretary  Seward  ^ 

Executive  Mansion,  January  31,  1865. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward:  You  will  pro- 
ceed to  Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia,  there  to 
meet  and  informally  confer  with  Messrs.  Ste- 
phens, Hunter,  and  Campbell,  on  the  basis  of 
my  letter  to  F.  P.  Blair,  Esq.,  on  January  18, 
1865,  a  copy  of  which  you  have.  You  will  make 
known  to  them  that  three  things  are  indispen- 
sable— to  wit: 

1.  The  restoration  of  the  national  authority 
throughout  all  the  States. 

2.  No  receding  by  the  executive  of  the  United 
States  on  the  slavery  question  from  the  position 
assumed  thereon  in  the  late  annual  message  to 
Congress,  and  in  preceding  documents. 

3.  No  cessation  of  hostilities  short  of  an  end 
of  the  war,  and  the  disbanding  of  all  forces  hos- 
tile to  the  government. 

^  On  February  3  Lincoln  met  the  commissioners,  but  as  only 
an  armistice  seemed  to  be  desired  by  them,  the  conference  came 
to  nothing.     See  Message  to  Congress,  Vol.  XI,  p.   10. 
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You  will  inform  them  that  all  propositions  of 
theirs,  not  inconsistent  with  the  above,  will  be 
considered  and  passed  upon  in  a  spirit  of  sincere 
liberality.  You  will  hear  all  they  may  choose 
to  say  and  report  it  to  me.  You  will  not  assume 
to  definitely  consummate  anything. 

Yours,  etc.,         ABRAHAM  Lincoln. 

Response  to  a  Serenade,  January  31,  1865  ^ 

He  supposed  the  passage  through  Congress  of 
the  constitutional  amendment  for  the  abolish- 
ment of  slavery  throughout  the  United  States 
was  the  occasion  to  which  he  was  indebted  for 
the  honor  of  this  call. 

The  occasion  was  one  of  congratulation  to  the 
country,  and  to  the  whole  world.  But  there  is  a 
task  yet  before  us — to  go  forward  and  have  con- 
summated by  the  votes  of  the  States  that  which 
Congress  had  so  nobly  begun  yesterday.  [Ap- 
plause and  cries,  "They  will  do  it,"  etc.]  He 
had  the  honor  to  inform  those  present  that  Illi- 
nois had  already  to-day  done  the  work.    Mary- 

-  The  famous  Thirteenth  Amendment  passed  the  Senate  April 
8,  1864,  by  a  vote  of  38  to  6.  It  failed  to  pass  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  95  to  66  on  June  15,  but  on  reconsideration 
passed  on  January  31,  1865,  by  a  vote  of  119  to  56.  It  was 
ratified  by  21  out  of  the  26  States.  Delaware  and  Kentucky 
rejected  it;  while  Texas  did  not  act,  it  was  conditionally  rati- 
fied by  Alabama  and  Mississippi.  The  result  was  received  with 
the   wildest  enthusiasm  by  the   anti-slavery  party. 
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land  was  about  half  through,  but  he  felt  proud 
that  Illinois  was  a  little  ahead. 

He  thought  this  measure  was  a  very  fitting  if 
not  an  indispensable  adjunct  to  the  winding  up 
of  the  great  difficulty.  He  wished  the  reunion 
of  all  the  States  perfected,  and  so  effected  as  to 
remove  all  causes  of  disturbance  in  the  future; 
and,  to  attain  this  end,  it  was  necessary  that  the 
original  disturbing  cause  should,  if  possible,  be 
rooted  out.  He  thought  all  would  bear  him 
w^itness  that  he  had  never  shrunk  from  doing 
all  that  he  could  to  eradicate  slavery,  by  issuing 
an  emancipation  proclamation.  But  that  proc- 
lamation falls  short  of  what  the  amendment  will 
be  when  fully  consummated.  A  question  might 
be  raised  whether  the  proclamation  was  legally 
valid.  It  might  be  urged,  that  it  only  aided  those 
that  came  into  our  lines,  and  that  it  was  inop- 
erative as  to  those  who  did  not  give  themselves 
up ;  or  that  it  would  have  no  effect  upon  the 
children  of  slaves  born  hereafter;  in  fact,  it 
would  be  urged  that  it  did  not  meet  the  evil. 
But  this  amendment  is  a  king's  cure-all  for  all 
evils.  It  winds  the  whole  thing  up.  He  would 
repeat  that  it  was  the  fitting  if  not  the  indispen- 
sable adjunct  to  the  consummation  of  the  great 
game  we  are  playing.  He  could  not  but  con- 
gratulate all  present — himself,  the  country,  and 
the  whole  world — upon  this  great  moral  victory. 
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Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Washington,  February   i,    1865. 
Lieiitenant-General  Grant,  City  Point:     Let 
nothing  which  is  transpiring  change,  hinder,  or 
delay  your  military  movements  or  plans. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  Governor  Andrew 

Executive  Mansion,  February  i,  1865.     4:00  p.m. 

John  A.  Andrew,  Governor  of  Massachusetts: 
The  President  of  the  United  States  has  just 
signed  the  resolution  of  Congress,  submitting  to 
the  legislatures  of  the  several  States  a  proposi- 
tion to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Jno.  G.  Nicolay,  Private  Secretary. 

Telegram  to  Major  Eckert 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  i,   1865. 

Major  T.  T.  Eckert,  City  Point,  Fa.:  Call 
at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  put  yourself  under  di- 
rection of  Mr.  Seward,  whom  you  will  find 
there.  A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

Executive  Mansion,  February  [i?],  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant:     Some  time  ago 
you  telegraphed  that  you  had  stopped  a  Mr. 
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Laws  from  passing  our  lines  with  a  boat  and 
cargo;  and  1  directed  you  to  be  informed  that 
you  must  be  allowed  to  do  as  you  please  in  such 
matters.  To-night  Mr.  Laws  calls  on  me,  and  I 
have  told  him,  and  now  tell  you,  that  the  matter 
as  to  his  passing  the  lines  is  under  your  control 
absolutely;  and  that  he  can  have  any  relaxation 
you  choose  to  give  him  and  none  other. 

Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  U.  S.  Grant 

« 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  2,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Fa.: 
Say  to  the  gentlemen  I  will  meet  them  person- 
ally at  Fortress  Monroe  as  soon  as  I  can  get 
there.  A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  Secretary  Seward 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  2,  1865. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Fortress  Monroe, 
Fa.:    Induced  by  a  despatch  of  General  Grant, 
I  join  you  at  Fort  Monroe,  as  soon  as  I  can 
come.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  J.  F.  Driggs 

Executive  Mansion,  February  3,  1865. 
My  dear  Sir:    I  have  received  at  your  hands 
a  very  fine  specimen  of  the  Mackinaw  salmon 
trout,  and  I  beg  that  you  will  convey  to  Mr. 
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Williams  my  cordial  thanks  for  his  kind 
thoughtfulness,  and  accept  my  acknowledgments 
for  your  courtesy  in  the  transmission  of  his  pres- 
ent. I  am,  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  Officer  commanding  at 
Johnson's  Island,  Ohio 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  4,  1865. 

Officer  in  command  at  Johnson's  Island,  Ohio: 
Parole  Lieutenant  John  A.  Stephens,  prisoner 
of  war,  to  report  to  me  here  in  person,  and  send 
him  to  me.  It  is  in  pursuance  of  an  arrange- 
ment I  made  yesterday  with  his  uncle,  Hon.  A. 
H.  Stephens.    Acknowledge  receipt. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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